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RECALLING  THE  SEXUAL  COURAGE 
OF  FIFTIES  BUTCH/FEM 
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PLAYING  BALL  WITH  THE  SERIES'  HOSTS,  TORONTO'S 
CABBAGETOWN  GROUP  SOFTBALL  LEAGUE 
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gay  softball  world  series 

toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 


toronto 


hosted  by  the  cgsl 

cabbagetown  group 
softball  league 

come  and  enjoy  the  fun 


team  receptions 

august  28,  29 

opening  game 

august  30,  riverdale  park 

series  games 

august  30  &  September  1,  3, 4 
logan/lakeshore  diamonds 

'showboat  cruise1 

September  1 

dinner,  dancing,  bar 

entertainment 

championship  games 

September  5 
riverdale  park 

awards  banquet  &  lottery 

September  5 


all  activities  open  to  the  public 

tickets  available  from 

cgsl  members 


get  your  copy  of  the  series  V 

souvenir  program 

at  most  toronto  bars 

or  phone  (416)  368-8877 


-first  prize:  trip  for  two 
to  rio  de  Janeiro 

Ontario  licence  31 9905 


The  championship  event  of  the 
North  American  Gay  Amateur  Athletic  Alliance 

,  cgsi    PO  Box  42    Station  L    Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M6E  4Y4 


supported  by 
CHAT  Travel  •  Crispins  &  buddy's  •  dudes  •  18  East  hotel  &  tavern  •  Jean-Louis  flower  shop 
•  Katrina's  •  Lipstick  cafe  &  bar  •  Neighbours  •  Peter  Brown  Travel 
•  Roman  II  health  &  recreation  spa  •  tatu  •  The  Barn 
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Celebrations  '81 

Across  Canada  this  summer,  we  came  out(doors)  in  unprecedented 
numbers  to  celebrate  lesbian  and  gay  pride.  Vancouver,  Montreal  and 
Toronto  had  a  great  time  (photos  and  stories,  page  8)  but  in  Moncton,  a 
last-minute  city  bylaw  spoils  the  fun  (page  10). 

Taking  you  out  to  the  ballgame 

Toronto  is  hosting  the  Fifth  Gay  Softball  World  Series  this  month,  and 
Ken  Popert  gives  us  a  behind-the-ball  look  at  the  people  and  politics 
involved.  Page  25. 

Butch/ Fern:  a  reappraisal 

In  a  provocative  essay,  Joan  Nestle  argues  that  butch/fern  relation- 
ships, disowned  by  the  feminist  movement  in  the  70s,  were  less  an 
aping  of  heterosexual  roles  than  a  brave  display  of  erotic  independence. 
Page  29. 

Homos  according  to  Hollywood 

Tinseltown 's  record  with  faggots  and  dykes  is  a  miserable  one,  and  The 
Celluloid  Closet  is  a  lively  account  of  its  lame  attempts  at  acknowledging 
us.  A  review  on  page  32.  Also:  the  latest  from  Jane  Rule  and  Seymour 
Kleinberg  (page  33)  and  Andy  Fabo  with  some  gossip  about  an  art  show 
in  a  dying  building  (page  35). 

Getting  to  know  you,  Part  One 

In  last  February's  TBP,  we  asked  you  to  tell  us  about  yourselves  in 
"True  Confessions,  "and  more  than  500  of  you  took  up  the  challenge. 
The  results?  On  page  43,  the  first  of  three  reports. 
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Letters 4 

International  News 17 

OutintheCity 20 

So's  Your  Grandmother 28 

The  Ivory  Tunnel 37 

Classifieds 38 

Missing  links 

Between  you  and  us  and  everybody  else. . . . 
Canada 's  five-week  postal  strike  has  made  it 
difficult  for  us  to  do  a  lot  of  things  lately. 
'  'Network, ' '  our  regular  country-  wide  listing 
of  lesbian  and  gay  groups,  does  not  appear 
this  month,  partly  because  we  were  unable 
to  receive  information  to  update  it,  but  also 
because  the  lack  of  mail  service  forced  a 
last-minute  reduction  in  the  size  of  this  issue 
when  we  were  unable  to  get  enough  adver- 
tising to  finance  the  intended  48  pages 
"Network"  will  return  next  month,  and 
anyone  needing  it  before  then  should  write 
us  for  a  tree  copy  of  the  list  as  it  appeared  in 
our  July/August  issue. 

Also  as  a  result  of  the  strike,  subscribers ' 
copies  of  the  July/August  issue  may  have 
taken  some  time  to  arrive.  We  'd  apologize  if 
we  could  have  done  anything  to  prevent  it.  If 
readers  outside  Canada  have  tried  to  mail 
things  to  us  only  to  have  them  returned 
marked  "Service suspended,  "please  try 
again  —  the  mail  is  moving  now. 

Cover:  photo  by  Rick  Bibout 
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Love,  sex  and  the  Mineshaft 


Having  spent  a  month  in  New  York 
recently  and  in  that  time  having  turned 
down,  out  of  vague  fears,  no  less  than 
three  invitations  from  locals  to  sample 
the  piquant  delights  of  The  Mineshaft,  I 
was  pleasantly  surprised  to  return  to 
Toronto  and  find  the  essential  fuck-bar 
experience  recorded  in  print  in  Gerald 
Hannon's  Back  Page.  Now,  I  anticipa- 
ted, I  could  jump  into  the  tub  without 
—  ahem  —  getting  my  feet  wet.  The 
article  fulfilled  my  expectations. 

The  sense  of  uneasiness  was  familiar. 
My  lover  and  I  had  stood  one  Sunday 
afternoon  in  The  Ramrod,  talking  to 
two  charming  men  who  insisted  between 
giggles  that  we  must  come  to  The  Mine- 
shaft  with  them  for  the  unqualified 
experience  of  peeing  in  their  mouths. 
Brian  and  I  giggled  as  well  —  nervously. 
But,  I  think,  not  so  much  out  of  fear  as 
from  embarrassment  that  we  weren't 
quite  as  liberated  as  we  had  assumed. 
Frankly,  the  spontaneous  openness  of 
the  two  put  us  to  shame  —  one  of  them 
pointed  to  the  worn  and  soiled  knees  of 
his  jeans  and  explained  delightedly  that 
he  had  spent  most  of  last  night  on  his 
knees  sucking  cock.  What  struck  me 
later  was  that  he  might  as  well  have 
been  a  kid  proudly  displaying  a  bruise 
he  got  on  the  bumper  cars  at  Coney 
Island.  The  sense  of  innocent  fun  was 
identical. 

But,  somehow,  I  never  made  it  to  The 
Mineshaft.  I  wouldn't  quite  believe  that 
I,  too,  could  react  in  a  spirit  of  innocent 
fun.  After  all,  the  first  time  I  went  to 
the  baths,  I  wandered  around  for  two 
hours,  retracing  my  steps  endlessly  in  a 
deepening  depression,  thinking:  It's  all 
so  sordid  —  so  cold.  And:  Why  isn't 
anyone  smiling??  I  eventually  did  have 
sex  —  a  revelation  —  and  was  over- 
joyed, and  I've  never  been  depressed  at 
the  baths  since  then  (disappointed  occa- 
sionally, but  never  depressed).  But  that 
doesn't  seem  to  matter  —  the  revelation 
of  that  first  visit  was  very  clear  to  me  at 
the  time.  I  had  killed  that  most  sexually 
repressive  of  personal  devils  —  straight 
moral  conditioning.  It  was  suddenly 
perfectly  obvious  why  nobody  was  smil- 
ing: sex  was  the  most  fun  you  could 
have  without  laughing. 

Trie  Mineshaft,  however,  was  clearly 
several  steps  beyond  that.  Was  it  possi- 
ble that  sex  was  the  most  fun  you  could 
have  being  dirty,  maybe  even  being  un- 
comfortable, maybe  even  being  hurt  a 
little  bit? 

Well,  I  must  go  back  to  the  hypothet- 
ical kid  on  the  ride  at  Coney  Island.  He 
sustained  a  minor  injury  having  the  time 
of  his  life  on  the  bumper  cars.  No  doubt 
he  had  many  times  played  football  with 
his  friends,  never  noticing  the  scrapes 
on  his  knees  and  elbows  until  he  got  home 
and  Mummy  chided  him  for  such  self- 
abuse.  And  how  many  kids  break  arms 
and  legs  falling  out  of  trees  or  sprain 
wrists  playing  tag?  Let  alone  the  kind  of 
filth  that  occurs  in  a  muddy  play- 
ground. These  are  some  of  the  accepted 
dangers  of  having  a  good  time.  But  let 
dirt  or  "injury"  become  mixed  up  with 
sex,  and  watch  out.  Even  gays  (and 
straights)  who  consider  themselves  sexu- 
ally liberated  balk  at  the  idea  of  bruises 
or  scrapes  resulting  from  sex  and  shrink 
in  horror  from  water  sports  or  scat. 

Mr  Hannon  was  right.  There  was  a 


feeling  in  Toronto  during  the  Barracks 
trial  that  it  was  alright  to  disagree  with 
what  went  on  at  The  Barracks  as  long  as 
you  disagreed  more  with  the  raids.  That 
position  is  intolerable,  because  it  com- 
promises our  defence  and  splits  our 
ranks  right  at  the  beginning  of  our  bat- 
tle —  and  we  do  have  a  long  battle 
ahead  of  us. 

But  it  is  wrong  for  another  reason.  It 
is  wrong  because  its  criticism  rests  on 
the  false  assumption  that  sexuality  must 
necessarily  be  based  on  what  Mr  Han- 
non calls  "the  romantic  mode,"  which 
he  exemplifies  in  the  attitude  of  the 
Toronto  Sun's  Mark  Bonokowski:  "It 
would  be  nice  if  that  (romantic  sex) 
happened  all  the  time....  It  has  a  gentle 
aspect  to  it.  You  want  tenderness." 

Unfortunately,  this  is  where  Mr  Han- 
non's otherwise  excellent  and  courage- 
ous article  loses  its  footing.  Having 
criticized  the  tyranny  of  the  romantic 
mode,  of  its  imagined  necessity,  he  then 
proceeds  to  apply  it  to  the  fuck-bar  ex- 
perience, as  though  fistfucking  and 
water  sports  need  an  uplifting  construct, 
a  poetic,  romantic  —  in  fact,  mythic  — 
framework  to  justify  their  existence. 
People  go  to  The  Mineshaft  because 
they  enjoy  raw  sex.  They  get  fistfucked, 
it  hurts  a  little  bit  and  they  enjoy  it. 
They  piss  in  each  other's  faces  and  they 
enjoy  it.  They  don't  want  the  romantic 
mode  —  the  sunsets,  the  sighs,  the  sur- 
renders, the  poetic  phrases  —  "I  tied 
myself  to  his  body  with  the  hot  rope  of 
my  own  piss"  —  and  they  don't  need  it. 
Any  more  than  we  have  to  smile  in  the 
baths  to  prove  we're  having  a  good  time. 
The  sex  alone  is  its  own  justification. 

And  that's  liberation. 
Jim  Bartley 
Toronto 

• 
Gerald  Hannon's  article,  "The  Heart  of 
The  Mineshaft,"  (TBP  July/ August 
1981)  raises  some  interesting  issues 
about  political  organization  and  sexual 
radicalness. 

It  appears,  according  to  Gerald's  arti- 
cle, that  the  TBP  collective  believes  that 
the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  is  fail- 
ing to  advance  the  cause  of  radical  sex- 
uality; failing  to  come  out  of  the  closet 
on  fuck  bars. 

The  RTPC,  as  an  organization,  is  not 
concerned  one  way  or  another  with  the 
types  of  sexuality  found  at  establish- 
ments like  The  Mineshaft  in  New  York. 
What  it  is  concerned  with  is  producing  a 
strong  gay  movement  in  Toronto  capa- 
ble of  defending  our  community  and  its 
institutions  from  attacks  by  the  Progres- 
sive Conservative  Party  and  its  police 
force.  The  RTPC  has  brought  together 
the  largest  gay  organization  in  this  city's 
history.  Our  membership  is  diverse  — 
from  sexual  radicals  to  sexual  conserva- 
tives. We  bring  together  gay  liberation- 
ists  who  have  been  involved  in  the  gay 
movement  for  over  a  decade  with  those 
who  have  never  participated  in  political 
action  of  any  kind  before  February  5th. 

What  keeps  this  spectrum  of  people 
together,  in  spite  of  a  wide  range  of 
opinions  on  many  issues,  is  an  agree- 
ment that  consensual  sex  in  private 
should  not  be  of  concern  to  the  govern- 
ment. We  can  all  agree,  whether  or  not 
we  would  want  to  participate  in  the  fan- 
tasy life  of  institutions  like  The  Bar- 
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"Tim  McCaskell's  'entanglement' 

of  emotions  and  ems  is  from  another  perspective 

integration,  and  for  some  it  is  a  goal,  not 

a  manifestation  of  oppression. 
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racks,  for  example,  that  the  rights  of 
those  who  do  must  be  defended.  Our 
friends  and  lovers  who  enjoy  recrea- 
tional sex  should  not  be  victimized  for 
what  they  do  in  private  with  others. 

In  short,  what  brings  together  those 
of  us  who  are  creating  a  powerful  force 
to  defend  our  community  —  our  basis 
of  unity  —  is  the  agreement  that  people 
have  the  "right  to  privacy."  This  is  not 
particularly  radical,  as  Gerald  correctly 
points  out.  But  it  has  been  effective  in 
defending  gay  men  in  Toronto  who  are 
under  attack  whether  they  are  sexual 
radicals  or  not. 

The  issues  Gerald  raises  are  interest- 
ing ones,  good  topics  for  a  philosophic- 
al discussion,  and  with  a  little  more  in- 
sight and  analysis  would  no  doubt  con- 
tribute to  our  community's  self-under- 
standing. They  are  not,  however,  the 
basis  for  building  a  political  organiza- 
tion. They  do  not  unite  the  diverse  ele- 
ments of  our  community  making  us  a 
potent  political  force.  They  point  out, 
rather,  our  differences:  not  our  com- 
mon interests. 

While  Gerald  and  the  TBP  collective 
have  the  luxury  of  speculating  about 
new  modes  of  saying,  "I  care.  You  are 
beautiful.  I  want  to  fuck  you,"  the 
RTPC  is  engaged  in  the  practical  task  of 
defending  those  arrested,  building  alli- 
ances to  curb  police  excesses  and  de- 
manding legal  reform.  Defence  of  "the 
right  to  privacy"  has  been  shown  to  be 
an  effective  way  of  doing  that.  Specula- 
tion about  fuck  bars  has  not. 

The  TBP  collective,  of  course,  has  the 
right  to  raise  whatever  issues  it  wishes. 
We  can  only  hope,  however,  that  it  care- 
fully consider  the  potential  political  im- 
pact that  its  articles  might  have  on  the 
ongoing  struggles  which  are  taking  place 
around  the  defence  of  our  community's 
right  to  exist. 

It  would  be  sad  if  the  unity  that  the 
RTPC  is  working  so  hard  to  build  were 
to  be  weakened  by  the  sensationalistic 
treatment  of  serious  issues  taken  up  in 
the  pages  of  our  community's  major 
newspaper  in  such  a  way  so  as  to  divide 
and  weaken  our  collective  resolve  to 
withstand  the  Tory  Party's  program  to 
purge  Toronto  of  its  gay  community. 
George  Smith,  Chairperson 
Right  to  Privacy  Committee 
Toronto 

• 
On  page  22  of  the  July/ August  issue, 
Tim  McCaskell  writes  about  disentangl- 
ing emotions  and  eros;  on  page  43 
Gerald  Hannon  points  to  the  need  for  a 
language  that  can  express  the  humane 
content  of  encounters  in  baths  and  fuck 
bars.  Which  is  it  going  to  be?  Is  the 
problem  that  we  confuse  needs  in  our 
lives  that  would  be  better  dealt  with  in  a 
compartmentalized  fashion,  or  that  our 
lack  of  adequate  vocabulary  forces  us  to 
segregate  aspects  of  our  lives  that  ought 
to  be  brought  together? 

Tim  McCaskell's  "entanglement"  of 
emotion  and  eros  is  from  another  per- 
spective integration,  and  for  some  it  is  a 
goal,  not  a  manifestation  of  oppression. 
I  resent  the  writer's  implication  that  the 
values  of  such  people  are  deficient,  that 
their  choice  about  the  way  they  live 
their  own  lives  is  politically  incorrect. 
(God  forbid  that  they  should  be  polit- 
ically incorrect  in  bed.) 


On  the  other  hand,  I  disagree  with 
Gerald  Harmon's  assumption  that  the 
only  problem  with  baths  and  fuck  bars 
is  that  we  have  no  way  of  expressing  the 
fullness  of  feeling  invested  in  what  goes 
on  there.  There  is  no  warrant  for  assum- 
ing such  a  fullness  of  feeling.  It  may 
have  been  present  in  some  of  the  people 
he  encountered  in  The  Mineshaft;  in 
others  it  may  not.  The  development  of  a 
language  to  convey  the  beauty  of  a 
given  act  does  not  assure  that  the  act  is 
invested  with  the  significance  that  new- 
found language  implies.  Once  created, 
language  can  be  misused. 

If  we  want  to  untangle  emotion  and 
eros,  the  creation  of  a  language  is  un- 
necessary. If  we  want  to  integrate  emo- 
tion and  eros,  we  need  the  language;  but 
we  also  need  a  good  deal  more. 
David  Townsend 
Toronto 

Biases  overt  and  covert 

Mr  John  Yorke  has  brought  up  the 
multifaceted,  closeted  bigotry  of  the  gay 
community  ("Overt  prejudice,"  TBP 
Letters,  June).  As  an  Asian  who  has  ex- 
perienced this  phenomenon,  I  have  un- 
derstood that  one  can  repeatedly  accuse 
others  of  having  discriminatory  beha- 
viour, yet  such  dehumanizing  beliefs  are 
so  institutionalized  that  it  is  virtually 
impossible  to  get  rid  of  them.  Neverthe- 
less, discrimination  because  of  race  and 
skin  colour  should  not  be  condoned. 

Do  those  gays  who  include  in  their 
ads  "WM  wants  same"  or  "Orientals 
and  Blacks  welcome"  realize  the  tiny 
difference  between  racial  favouritism 
and  racist  prejudice?  And  do  gay  inter- 
racial relationships  reinforce  white 
supremacy  on  an  intimate  level,  allow- 
ing the  white  partner  to  dominate  his 
"coloured"  mate  like  a  straight  man 
and  his  subjugated  wife?  Do  they  fulfill 
the  partners'  racially  stereotyped  sexual 
fantasies?  Or  are  they,  as  Paul  Delany 
has  suggested,  the  final  product  of  two 
same-sex  persons  who  choose  to  "make 
up  for  the  lack  of  physical  difference" 
found  in  heterosexual  relationships  and 
"look  for  what  they're  not"? 

Is  there  gay  racism  in  the  glorification 
of  the  Aryan  beauty  and  the  portrayal 
of  Third- World  gays  as  exotic  beings 
from  tropical  islands? 

If,  according  to  Dr  Francis  Henry's 
1978  report,  16  percent  of  Metro  Toron- 
to residents  are  extremely  racist  and  35 
percent  somewhat  racist,  then  the  gay 
community  which  evolves  from  that  so- 
ciety must  embody  its  values.  I  know  of 
a  well-educated  gay  WASP  who  subtly 
criticizes  Toronto  Pakistanis  for  their 
cultural  visibility  and  another  who  finds 
"Orientals"  cocky  and  arrogant. 

Nonetheless,  I  have  to  admit  that 
homosexual  racism  lacks  the  straight 
"compulsive  masculine  aggression  syn- 
drome." Gay  racism  does  not  have  to 
resort  to  violence;  in  its  refined  manner, 
it  causes  psychological  hurt.  I  was  less 
disgusted  when  a  friend  introduced  me 
to  an  elderly  gay  because  the  gentleman 
wanted  to  meet  "an  Oriental  boy"  than 
when  I  was  mistaken  for  a  Native  in 
Kenora  and  treated  like  one.  Similarly, 
being  called  "le  cute  petit  chinois"  is 
less  unforgivable  than  the  label  "faggot 
chink"  accompanied  by  a  clenched  fist. 
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A  Gay  Dance 

Sept.4th  9:00p.m.  •6-OOa.m. 

The  Concert  Hall 

Yonge&  Davenport 

Davenport  entrance 


Sponsored  by  the 
Gay  Community  Dance 
Committee 


Participating  groups:  Canadian  Gay 
Archives.  Coalition  lor  Qty  Rights  in 
Ontario,  Gay  Community  Appeal.  Gay 
Community  Calendar.  Gay  Counselling 
Centre  ol  Toronto.  Gay  Liberation  ol 
Waterloo,  Gays  and  Lesbians  Against 
the  Right  Everywhere.  Lesbian  a  Gay 
Pride  Day  Committee.  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Youth  Toronto.  Lesbian  Mothers 
Defence  Fund,  Metropolitan 
Community  Church.  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee,  The  Body  Politic. 
Toronto  Area  Gays. 


Tickets:  $6  advance,  $7  at 
door,  $5  after  1:00  am 


Tickets  also  available  at: 

Glad  Day  Bookstore 

Women's  Bookstore 

18  East 

Buddies 

Dudes 

Two  dance  floors  one  disco, 
one  rocWnew  wave 

Hold  under  the  authonty 
ol  a  special  occasion  permit 
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Peter  Maloney 

BARRISTER  AND  SOLICITOR 

467  CHURCH  ST, 
TORONTO,  ONT. 
M4Y2C5 
(416)968-9054 

RESIDENCE 
(416)598-2997 
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"It  is  much  sadder  to  be  a  minority 
within  a  minority. . .  and  to  know  that  one 
can  never  pass  like  one's  white  gay  friends 
when  the KKK comes." 


It  is  always  more  comforting  to  feel  like 
an  oddball  at  a  gay  meeting  where  you 
know  only  "rice  queens"  will  talk  to 
you  than  to  be  treated  less  kindly  by 
racists  and  xenophobes,  especially  out 
West. 

It  is  sad  to  realize  that  one  can  live 
for  generations  and  still  be  treated  as 
marginal  foreigners  just  because  one's 
skin  is  of  different  colour  and  that,  in 
times  of  crisis,  one  becomes  the  first 
scapegoat  for  displaced  frustration.  It  is 
much  sadder  to  be  a  minority  within  a 
minority,  twice  underprivileged  and  dis- 
criminated against  and  to  know  one  can 
never  pass  like  one's  white  gay  friends 
when  the  KKK,  the  Western  Guard  and 
the  fascist  Renaissance  International 
come. 
Fo  Niemi 
Montreal 

• 
In  regard  to  the  horrible  situation 
wherein  the  Homos  (a  special  breed  of 
inverts  who  are  whiter  than  white,  I 
gathered)  had  disappeared,  I  have  some 
humble  advice  to  share  with  Mr  Robin 
Hardy: 

1)  When  the  stomach  does  not  agree 
as  well  as  the  eyes,  try  something  else. 
For  example,  if  one  does  not  enjoy 
eating  take-out  Chinese  food,  there  are 
always  the  alternatives  of  frozen  pizza 
and  cafeteria  burgers. 

2)  Investigate  both  symptoms  and 
causes;  consult  an  expert  when  in 
doubt.  There  may  be  something  in  the 
mind  rather  than  an  "Asian  flu"  {sic) 
that  made  people  look  boring  and  gray. 

It  should  take  no  more  than  a  few 
fortune-cookie  messages  to  help  sensi- 
tize a  person  with  Mr  Hardy's  intelli- 
gence to  the  problem  of  racial  preju- 
dices within  the  larger  society  as  well  as 
in  the  gay  community.  A  lighter  solu- 
tion to  the  problem:  a  chic  dinner  at 
Christine's  of  1 10,  prepared  by  a  gay 
Chinese  chef? 
Gerald  Chan 
Toronto 

Arrogant  labels 

I  am  a  little  late  in  doing  so,  but  I  feel 
obliged  to  respond  to  Lorna  Weir  and 
her  apparent  need  to  label  ("Lessons 
for  the  lesbian  marketplace,"  The  Back 
Page,  TBP,  February). 

Weir  first  comments  on  a  Hawaiian 
holiday  travel  poster  that  supposedly 
shocked  her:  "Being  shocked  is  such  a 
fascinating  experience  for  the  jaded 
political  activist."  Is  this  how  Weir  sees 
herself?  If  so,  I  must  ask  her  how  she 
got  that  way.  She  next  suggests  that 
"Lesbians  who  call  themselves  gay 
women  can  generally  be  trusted  to  have 
an  underdeveloped  feminist  conscious- 
ness." Trusted?  By  whom?  Weir 
assumes  because  she  prefers  the  term 
"lesbian"  that  all  homosexual  women 
prefer  it  as  well.  Who  made  her  an  offi- 
cial spokesperson?  I,  for  one,  prefer  to 
refer  to  myself  as  a  "gay  woman"  and  I 
know  I  am  not  alone  in  this  preference. 
However,  I  do  not  insist  that  Weir  use 
this  term  too.  She  seems  to  have  enough 
labels  for  herself  already. 

Weir  also  seems  to  equate  the  devel- 
opment of  feminist  consciousness  with 
the  choice  of  the  word  "lesbian,"  sug- 
gesting that  "gay  women"  can't  really 


be  feminists.  Again,  according  to 
whom?  Weir's  arrogant  put-down  only 
suggests  they  are  not  feminist  enough 
because  they  are  not  like  her. 

I  prefer  to  refer  to  myself  as  a  "gay 
woman"  because  I  consider  myself  to 
be  a  member  of  the  larger  gay  commu- 
nity. If  this  implies  an  allegiance  with 
gay  men,  that  is  alright  with  me.  I  also 
consider  myself  to  be  a  feminist  in  the 
sense  that  I  am  opposed  to  sexism  and 
bigotry.  I  am  equally  opposed  to  sexism 
and  bigotry  when  they  are  applied  to 
gay  men,  some  of  whom  I  have  found 
to  be  supportive  and  lovable  people. 

Perhaps  I  don't  like  the  word  "les- 
bian" or  the  term  "lesbian  feminist" 
because  they  are  usually  employed  to 
suggest  separatism  and  hostility.  There 
is  enough  of  that  already  in  the  hetero- 
sexual world  we  must  all  contend  with. 
It  is  retrogressive  for  gay  people  to 
merely  create  more.  I  refuse  to  do  so. 

Weir  can  label  her  sexual  orientation 
as  a  "lesbian  career"  and  call  herself 
anything  she  likes.  I  just  want  her  to 
stop  assuming  and  insisting  that  it  all 
also  applies  to  me. 

Eleanor  LeBourdais 
Port  Moody,  BC 

State  of  grace? 

Tom  Fraser  (TBP  Letters,  June)  falls 
into  the  traps  that  straights  want.  Be 
like  us  —  be  monogamous.  If  you  can't 
have  sex  with  a  woman,  then  put  on 
your  chastity  belt,  lock  it  tight  and 
throw  the  key  away.  I  believe  at  one 
time  there  was  even  an  expression, 
"non-pratiquant,"  for  those  who  had 
attained  this  state  of  grace. 

Yet  what  was  the  result?  Oppression, 
discrimination,  prejudice.  Not  only 
against  individuals  by  individuals,  but 
against  the  gay  community  as  a  whole 
by  those  in  authority.  Over  the  past 
decade  or  so,  the  gay  community  has 
decided  that  it  will  no  longer  accept  this 
intrusion  into  its  affairs.  We  want,  and 
will  have,  an  end  to  discrimination, 
oppression  and  prejudice.  The  baths  — 
I  went  to  the  Richmond  Street  Health 
Emporium  when  I  was  visiting  Toronto 
in  the  fall  of  1979  —  are  part  of  our 
lifestyle  and  must  be  defended. 

Remember  too,  that  there  are  gays 
being  shot  in  Iran,  not  for  indulging  in 
gay  sex,  but  for  being  gay.  We  must  not 
let  the  gains  which  we  have  made  in  the 
liberal-democratic  west  be  lost  by 
retreating  into  the  closet. 
Peter  Colorado 
Corby,  Queensland 
A  ustralia 


Correction 

In  the  June  issue  of  TBP,  incorrect  infor- 
mation was  given  about  the  publisher  of 
Andrea  Dworkin's  Pornography:  Men 
Possessing  Women.  The  book  was 
published  in  cloth  by  GP  Putnam's  Sons 
($12.95  US)  and  in  quality  paperback  by 
Perigee  Books  ($5.95  US). 

The  photograph  of  Andrea  Dworkin 
appearing  with  the  review  was  by  Elsa 
Dorfman. 


The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters. 
Send  them  to  us  at:  TBP  Letters,  Box 
7289,  StnA,  Toronto,  ON  M5  W  1X9. 
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With  police-gay  hostilities  at  an  all-time  high, 

city  hall  gives  an  ex-journalist  two  months  to  patch  up  the  differences 

Probing  our  world 


TORONTO  —  City  Council  has  ap- 
pointed  Arnold  Bruner,  a  54-year-old 
ex-journalist  and  articling  law  student, 
to  conduct  a  study  of  police /gay  com- 
munity relations  in  Toronto.  Bruner  has 
undertaken  to  look  into  the  problem  for 
60  working  days  and  produce  a  report 
by  mid-September. 

The  enquiry  is  a  much-delayed  reac- 
tion to  the  outcry  for  an  independent  in- 
vestigation into  police  conduct  during 
the  massive  bath  raids  in  February,  and 
is  a  watered-down  version  of  the 
original  demand. 

The  July  13  resolution  calls  on  Bruner 
to  "look  into  the  disagreement  and  dif- 
ficulties surrounding  the  Police  and  the 
Homosexual  Community."  By  a  vote  of 
18-3  City  Council  appropriated  $22,500 
for  the  study,  to  include  a  stipend  of 
$250  a  day,  a  research  assistant  and 
visits  to  San  Francisco  and  Vancouver. 
Tony  O'Donahue,  William  Boytchuk 
and  Chris  Corwin-Kuszynski  were  the 
only  aldermen  to  vote  against  the  en- 
quiry. "It's  a  lot  of  money  to  keep  the 
pot  stirred  up,"  said  O'Donahue. 

Prior  to  accepting  the  job,  Bruner 
talked  to  representatives  of  the  gay 
community  and  the  police  department. 
The  ad  hoc  group  of  gay  community 
leaders  agreed  to  cooperate  in  any  way 
possible,  although  they  expressed  disap- 
pointment at  Burner's  low  profile  and 
the  limited  time  and  money  available  for 
the  study.  Bruner  says  he  has  received 
total  cooperation  both  from  the  gay 
community  and  the  police  department 
—  though  as  of  press  date,  he  has 
received  no  help  from  the  powerful 
Police  Association,  the  police  union.  He 
says  Association  president  Paul  Walter 
continues  to  "leave  word  he  is  too  busy 
to  see  me." 

Police  Chief  Jack  Ackroyd  has  been 
quoted  as  saying,  "I'll  cooperate  with 
Bruner  on  ways  to  improve  relations  but 
I  can't  comment  on  the  bath  raids  with- 


out legal  advice." 

This  has  proven  to  be  somewhat  of  a 
problem  for  Bruner,  who  realized  from 
the  beginning  that  he  would  have  to 
deal  with  the  bath  raids,  even  though 
Mayor  Art  Eggleton  made  it  clear  the 
study  was  empowered  only  to  look  into 
"general  strains  and  tensions." 

Bruner  has  admitted  privately  that 
whenever  he  asks  police  about  the 
February  5  operation,  he  is  told  either 
that  it  isn't  his  mandate,  or  else  he  will 
have  to  get  authorization  from  above 
before  the  officer  will  speak. 

Despite  a  genuine  desire  not  to  under- 
mine the  potential  value  of  the  Bruner 
report,  many  people  in  the  gay  com- 
munity have  expressed  strong  reserva- 
tions about  Bruner's  background,  qual- 
ifications and  methods  of  research. 
Bruner's  employment  as  a  public  infor- 
mation officer  in  an  Ontario  govern- 
ment ministry  in  the  early  '70s  raised 
questions  about  possible  Tory  party 
connections.  "It  was  a  non-political  ap- 
pointment," Bruner  explained.  "I  was  a 
civil  servant.  I've  never  been  a  member 
of  a  political  party.  I'd  call  myself  a 
small-1  liberal." 

Bruner  admits  that  he  knew  very  little 
about  the  gay  community  before  he  be- 
gan his  study,  although  he  lives  in  the 
middle  of  the  "gay  ghetto."  One  of  his 
discoveries  has  been  that  "the  gay  com- 
munity is  as  broad  and  varied  as  the 
non-gay  community.  There  is  a  gay  cul- 
ture that  I  feel  is  not  generally  recogniz- 
ed," he  says. 

The  most  serious  criticism  relates  to 
Bruner's  methods  of  research.  George 
Smith,  chairperson  of  the  Right  to 
Privacy  Committee,  says  there  are  at 
least  three  models  of  research  possible 
for  such  an  enquiry:  the  journalist 
model,  the  public  enquiry  model  and 
the  social  science  model.  Bruner,  Smith 
claims,  is  using  only  the  first  model, 
which  depends  upon  the  marshaling  of 


The  education  of  Arnold  Bruner:  gathering  facts,  catching  flak  and  discovering  a  culture 


many  facts,  the  gathering  of  individual 
stories  and  the  absorption  of  general 
impressions  about  the  community. 

"We  are  being  investigated  as  though 
we  were  criminals,"  said  Smith.  "There 
is  no  investigation  of  police  culture,  but 
lots  of  investigation  of  gay  culture. 
Bruner  has  no  sense  of  what  it  is  to  be  a 
public  commissioner.  He  has  not  sought 
deputations.  He  has  not  looked  at  how 
ordinary  police  procedures  work  to  con- 
stitute us  as  criminals." 

Bruner  does  not  think  these  criticisms 
are  fair.  Although  he  thinks  his  study  is 
a  combination  of  all  three  models,  he 
has  had  no  time  to  construct  a  socio- 
logical model,  and  it  may  not  be  rele- 
vant anyway.  "These  kinds  of  things 
can  still  be  done,"  he  says.  "This  isn't 
the  situation  and  this  isn't  the  study." 

The  Toronto  Gay  Community  Coun- 
cil was  responsible  for  organizing  the 
closest  thing  Bruner  will  get  to  a  public 
hearing  into  the  question  of  gay /police 
relations.  The  meeting,  which  took 
place  August  18  at  Jarvis  Collegiate, 


Gay/cop  Liaison: 
Vancouver's  lesson 

VANCOUVER  —  "Caution:  this  is  a 
public  area  and  under  constant  sur- 
veillance by  the  police." 

Signs  bearing  this  message  will  soon 
be  erected  in  the  change  rooms  of  the 
English  Bay  beach  area  in  Vancouver's 
West  End.  They  were  recently  approved 
by  Gay/ Police  Dialogue,  the  liaison 
committee  between  the  city's  gay  com- 
munity and  the  Vancouver  Police 
Department. 

Inspector  Lome  McLean  is  the  police 
officer  currently  assigned  the  role  of 
liaison  officer  with  the  gay  community. 
McLean  says  the  aim  is  "to  promote 
communication."  It  provides  an  oppor- 
tunity, he  explains,  for  the  police  to  feed 
problems  to  gay  representatives  who 
then  pass  the  information  on  to  the 
community.  The  information  often  has 
to  do  with  sexual  activity  in  Stanley 
Park  and  the  "fruit  loop"  cruising  area 
of  English  Bay.  "Perversion  activities" 

Gay/ Police  Dialogue's  other  accom- 
is  Vice  Squad  head  Lloyd  Turncliff  s 
phrase  for  it. 


plishments  include  the  installation  of 
lighting  in  the  public  areas  of  English 
Bay  and  regular  warnings  posted  in  bars 
of  stepped-up  police  patrols  in  parks. 

The  liaison  meetings  were  set  up  fol- 
lowing pressure  from  the  community  to 
deal  with  increased  street  violence 
against  gay  people.  Concern  about 
street  attacks  came  to  a  head  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1979  when  more  than  300  people 
crowded  into  the  West  End  Community 
Centre  to  demand  a  solution  to  the 
problem. 

Gay/  Police  Dialogue  meetings  are  "low- 
key,"  according  to  one  participant. 
Community  representatives  are  reluc- 
tant to  talk  about  the  arrangement,  as  if 
publicity  might  break  an  already  fragile 
link.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  meet- 
ings exist  only  through  the  generosity  of 
the  police.  Meetings  are  not  widely  pub- 
licized, so  the  same  community  activists 
and  business  people  continue  to  show 
up.  Activist  Vince  Manis  feels  uneasy 
about  his  participation  in  the  Dialogue. 
"Either  the  police  swoop  down  and  ar- 
rest people  or  we  warn  them  ahead  of 
time,"  he  says.  "I  don't  like  the  laws.  I 
don't  like  the  police  enforcing  them  the 
way  they  do.  But  the  best  thing  is  to 


find  out  what  the  police  are  doing." 

Manis  has  pressed  the  police  to  ex- 
plain their  policy  on  raids  on  gay  steam- 
baths.  He  had  difficulty  in  getting  any 
information  beyond  hints  that  there  was 
a  vague,  unwritten  directive  from  the 
provincial  attorney  general  to  conduct 
raids  only  in  cases  where  there  was  evi- 
dence of  repeated  prostitution. 

One  Vancouver  activist  summarized 
the  unspoken  ground  rules  of  the  liaison 
with  admirable  clarity:  "we'll  help  to 
make  it  easier  for  you  to  ignore  the 
parks  if  you  don't  raid  our  bars  and 
baths." 

The  original  impetus  of  the  liaison 
committee  —  to  bring  the  concerns  of 
the  community  to  the  police  —  seems  to 
have  been  forgotten.  When  reports  of 
street  violence  were  at  their  peak  in 
1979,  for  example,  the  police  meeting 
proved  to  be  totally  irrelevant. 

The  single  and  dubious  accomplish- 
ment of  the  Vancouver  Gay/ Police- 
Dialogue  could  simply  be  the  transfor- 
mation of  gay  representatives  into  will- 
ing accomplices  in  the  policing  and 
social  control  of  their  own  community. 

I  il  Jackson 


heard  bitter  testimony  of  police  harass- 
ment from  individuals,  and  briefs  and 
recommendations  from  nine  gay,  les- 
bian and  feminist  organizations. 

James  Fraser  from  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  History  Group  presented  a  brief 
which  documented  the  historical  evolu- 
tion of  poor  relationships  between  the 
police  and  gay  people.  The  submission 
of  Lesbians  Against  the  Right  attempted 
to  "dispel  the  myth  that  only  men  are 
gay  and  only  gay  men  are  harassed  by 
the  police."  The  Coalition  for  Gay 
Rights  in  Ontario  concluded:  "You 
must  tell  the  Attorney  General  and  the 
Chief  of  Police  that  the  gay  community 
is  not  the  problem.  They  are  the 
problem." 

The  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  con- 
cluded the  meeting  with  a  series  of  26 
recommendations  grouped  around  three 
essential  reforms:  official  recognition  of 
the  rights  of  gays  and  lesbians,  improve- 
ment of  professional  training  of  Toron- 
to police  and  strengthening  of  overall 
management  of  the  police  so  that 
policies  could  be  enforced. 

Although  Bruner  has  said  he  does  not 
want  to  jeopardize  his  report  by  giving 
advance  previews  of  recommendations, 
he  has  already  indicated  its  outline  by 
defining  the  problem  as  "total  lack  of 
communication  between  the  gay  com- 
•munity  and  the  community-at-large." 
He  says  he  has  learned  a  lot  from  his 
visits  to  San  Francisco  and  Vancouver, 
where  "they've  struggled  with  some  of 
the  same  problems  and  have  already 
dealt  with  them."  Both  cities  have 
police  liaison  committees  or  liaison  of- 
ficers to  deal  with  the  gay  community. 

In  San  Francisco,  most  of  Bruner's 
itinerary  was  arranged  by  the  police 
liaison  officer.  Significantly,  he  was  not 
able  to  talk  with  gay  city  supervisor 
Harry  Britt,  one  of  the  most  vocal 
critics  of  current  complaints  procedure 
in  the  San  I  rancisco  Police  Department. 

Bruner  genuinely  believes  he  can 
make  recommendations  which  will  im- 
prove relations  and  create  better 
understanding.  "Give  me  a  fair 
chance,"  he  sa>s  He  also  thinks  his 
report  stands  a  good  chance  of  being  ac- 
cepted. The  coming  months  will  be  a 
crucial  test  of  this  conviction. 

F.d  Jackson 
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f  times  are  getting  tougher  for  Canadian  gays,  you  'd  never  have  guessed  it  from  the  numbers  of  us  celebrating 
this  summer.  Major  gay  festivals  were  held  in  at  least  four  cities  across  Canada  this  summer,  each  one  generating 

more  public  attention  and  enthusiastic  participation  from  its  community  than  ever  before. 

Montreal's  gay  pride  week  drew  an  unprecedented  15,000  to  its  festivities,  while  Moncton's  Canada  Day  picnic  was 
a  first  for  that  city's  gay  population  and  a  major  media  event  there.  Lesbian  and  gay  pride  day  in  Toronto  displayed  a 
heartening  unity  between  the  city's  many  lesbian  and  gay  organizations  and  the  community  as  a  whole.  And  Van- 
couver 's  first  gay  parade  highlighted  a  week  of  events  which  Mayor  Mike  Harcourt  officially  proclaimed  '  'Gay  Unity 
Week." 

Edmonton  held  its  festival  in  April  during  the  Western  Gay  Conference  (TBP,  June).  However,  the  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  got  lots  of  fun  and  publicity  out  of  entering  a  pink  triangle  raft,  the  '  'SS  Pisces, ' '  in  the  Klondike  Days 
raft  race  in  July.  ( '  'Pisces ' '  is  also  the  name  of  the  sauna  raided  by  Edmonton  police  May  30.) 

Most  of  all,  the  festivals  showed  that  we  can  do  more  than  chant  slogans  and  wave  placards  to  defend  our  lifestyle. 
We  can  celebrate  it,  too.  These  pictures,  with  reports  from  different  cities,  show  just  how  we  celebrated  ourselves. 

We  have  no  pictures  from  the  gay  picnic  in  Moncton,  but  lots  of  details  on  page  10. 

Vancouver 

It  wasn't  just  the  perfect  August 
weather  and  the  sea  breeze  on  that  sunny 
oceanfront  street  in  the  West  End  that 
brought  out  more  than  1,500  gay  men 
and  lesbians  for  Vancouver's  first  Gay 
Unity  Week  parade.  More  than  20  or- 
ganizations had  been  working  together 
for  months  to  bring  the  parade  off. 

It  was  called  a  parade,  not  a  march  or 
demonstration,  because  there  seems  to 
be  a  new  spirit  in  Vancouver  this  sum- 
mer. With  the  success  of  the  Lesbian 
Conference  earlier  in  the  year  and  the 
growing  vigour  of  gay  life,  many  people 
are  now  talking  of  this  city  setting  an 
example  for  the  rest  of  Canada.  And  a 
lot  of  them  were  walking  along  Beach 
Avenue  to  Alexandra  Park  in  the  heart 
of  downtown  Vancouver  August  1. 

Another  first  came  at  the  park  when 
Jane  MacDonald,  aide  to  vacationing 
Mayor  Mike  Harcourt,  read  a  procla- 
mation declaring  August  1-7  "Gay  Uni- 
ty Week  '81."  Harcourt,  a  noted  sup- 
porter of  gay  rights  as  an  alderman,  had 
promised  the  proclamation  during  the 
recent  civic  election  campaign.  Many 
wondered  whether  he  would  stick  to  his 
promise  after  the  election,  given  the 
high  media  profile  the  announcement 
was  expected  to  get. 

Harcourt  came  through,  sidestepping 
opposition  on  city  council  by  issuing  the 
proclamation  himself,  a  power  invested 
in  the  mayor's  office.  Gay  Festival  Soci- 
ety president  Vince  Manis  was  elated  by 
the  proclamation,  which  for  him  sym- 
bolized "a  coming  of  age  for  the  gay 
community,  and  its  relationship  with  the 
city." 

Conservative  MP  for  Vancouver  Cen- 
tre Pat  Carney,  and  Svend  Robinson, 
NDP  MP  for  Burnaby  also  read  mes- 
sages of  congratulations  at  the  park. 

A  Gay  Fest  of  information  booths, 
and  music  by  David  Sereda  and  Marg 
Verrall  in  the  afternoon  gave  gay  groups 
and  the  community  an  opportunity  to 
get  to  know  each  other.  During  the  rest 
of  the  week,  dances,  workshops,  a  pol- 
ice department  vs  Gay  All  Stars  softball 
game,  and  a  benefit  performance  by  Pat 
Bond  as  Gertrude  Stein  rounded  out  the 
festival. 

The  success  of  Gay  Unity  Week  was 
amply  demonstrated  by  the  numbers  of 
people  and  organizations  participating, 
but  also  in  the  ways  the  festival  spirit 
was  carried  into  people's  everyday  lives. 
One  observation  in  this  regard: 
"There's  a  lot  more  people  holding 
hands  on  the  street  now.  On  Granville 
Street,  not  just  here  in  the  West  End." 
Don  Larventz,  Rick  Parry 
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The  mayor  comes  through:  Vancouver's  Vince  Manis  (above 
right),  President  of  the  Gay  Festival  Society,  displays  the 
mayor's  proclamation  of  Gay  Unity  Week.  "This  was  a 
friendly  parade  with  no  hassles, "  said  Richard  Summerbell 
of  Gay  UBC.  The  media  agreed.  Cross-country  coverage  was 
extensive  and  positive. 
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Montreal 

Nearly  15,000  gay  men  and  lesbians 
celebrated  the  third  annual  Gay  Pride 
Week  June  20-28,  marking  the  10th  an- 
niversary of  the  gay  movement  in  Que- 
bec and  the  fifth  for  the  Association 
pour  les  droits  de  la  communaute  gaie 
du  Quebec  (ADGQ),  which  organized 
the  week's  events. 

This  year's  celebrations  again  coinci- 
ded with  La  Fete  nationale  (Quebec's 
national  holiday)  held  June  24.  The 
corporation  de  La  Fete  nationale,  which 
sponsors  the  holiday  festivities,  granted 
$8,125  to  ADGQ  to  organize  gay  activi- 
ties on  the  holiday. 

Gay  festivities  June  24  (called  "Gai-e 
Ion  la"  from  a  line  in  a  popular  Quebec 
folk  song)  turned  downtown  Carre 
Dominion  (Dominion  Square)  into  a 
massive  open  air  celebration.  Thou- 
sands of  men  and  women  participated 
in  an  afternoon  of  games,  workshops 
and  gay  information  booths,  with  bal- 
loons, pink  streamers,  make-up  and 
Quebec  flags  everywhere. 

The  concert  that  evening  featured  the 
folk  duet  Breton-Cyr,  and  Quebec  chan- 
teuse  Pauline  Julien  who  performed 
before  a  wildly  cheering  crowd  of  7,000. 
A  huge  disco  dance  in  the  square  topped 
off  the  day's  activities. 

On  Saturday  June  27,  200  demonstra- 
tors, including  a  large  lesbian  contin- 
gent, turned  out  for  a  gay  pride  march. 
Demonstrators  demanded  the  dropping 
of  charges  laid  against  200  men  during 
police  raids  on  the  Truxx  bar  in  1977 
and  Sauna  David  in  1980.  ADGQ  had 
previously  called  on  Quebec  justice 
minister  Marc-Andre  Bedard  to  drop 
the  charges  in  an  open  letter  read  at  the 
press  conference  announcing  Gay  Pride 
Week.  The  march  ended  with  a  picnic  in 
Pare  Lafontaine's  popular  "gay 
beach,"  a  favourite  spot  for  gay 
sunbathers. 

ADGQ  described  this  year's  Gay  Pride 
Week  as  an  unqualified  success.  One  of 
the  organizers  was  quoted  in  the  daily 
paper  Le  Devoir  as  saying  he  was 
amazed  that  "Gai-e  Ion  la"  had  not 
only  drawn  together  representatives 
from  virtually  every  gay  group  in  the 
city,  but  nearly  all  segments  of  the  gay 
community  at  large. 

Stuart  Russell  I  i 


Beneath  sunny  skies:  Toronto's  Sisters 
of  the  Order  of  Perpetual  Indulgence  (ex- 
treme upper  left)  and  Amazon  Motorcy- 
cle Club  provided  International  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  Day  with  welcome  touches 
of  theatre. 

In  Montreal,  Pauline  Julien  (below 
right)  entertained  a  wildly  appreciative 
crowd  at  the  largest  of  the  gay  pride 
festivities,  Gai-e  Ion  la.  Organizers  saw 
the  event  as  a  celebration  of  national  as 
well  as  gay  pride,  and  an  affirmation  of 
"the  participation  of  the  gay  community 
in  Quebec  society." 
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Toronto 

The  sunny  shorts-and-tank-top  weather 
for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  on  the 
afternoon  of  June  28  was  especially  wel- 
comed by  local  gays  who've  become 
rather  too  accustomed  to  midnight  dem- 
onstrations protesting  the  recent  bath 
raids  by  Toronto  police. 

A  large  crowd  of  over  1 ,000  gay 
people  and  their  friends  met  in  Grange 
Park  where  a  sound  stage  was  set  up  for 
speakers  and  entertainers.  Organized  by 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Com- 
mittee, the  event  coincided  for  the  first 
time  in  Toronto  with  International  Gay 
Pride  Day.  The  afternoon's  activities 
featured  the  Red  Berets,  a  feminist  folk 
group,  Lim,  a  local  dancer,  and  other 
speakers  and  entertainers  in  an  atmos- 
phere of  fun  and  relaxation. 

A  surprise  upbeat  ending  to  the  enter- 
tainment came  with  the  entrance  of  the 
local  chapter  of  the  Sisters  of  Perpetual 
Indulgence  who  frolicked  before  de- 
lighted photographers  and  spectators. 
Organizers  had  expressed  some  concern 
that  the  sisters  might  be  seen  as  a  drag 
act  offensive  to  women.  Fears  proved 
groundless,  however,  as  the  Sisters  were 
well  received  by  men  and  women  alike. 

An  exuberant  band  of  over  500  mar- 
chers led  by  the  Amazon  Motorcycle 
Club,  paraded  through  Toronto  streets 
late  afternoon.  Marchers  paused  briefly 
to  demonstrate  outside  52  Division  pol- 
ice station,  as  the  Sisters  exorcised  the 
station  to  the  incredulous  stares  of 
police  guards. 

An  open  air  dance  with  music  by  the 
local  rock  band  "No  Frills"  closed  the 
day's  events. 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day 
Committee  has  constituted  itself  as  a 
permanent  group  for  organizing  such 
celebrations  in  future.  "With  this  kind 
of  positive  response  from  the  communi- 
ty," said  committee  member  Bob 
Gallagher,  "we'll  need  the  entire  city 
for  Gay  Pride  Day  next  year." 

Robert  TrowD 
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Moncton  passes  special  bylaw 
but  fails  to  halt  picnic  in  park 


MONCTON —  A  gay  Canada  Day  pic- 
nic planned  for  Centennial  Park  July  1 
turned  into  Moncton's  most  controver- 
sial event  of  the  year  —  before  the  pic- 
nic even  took  place. 

The  picnic  was  organized  by  local 
activist  Don  Cormier  and  a  few  sup- 
porters as  a  means  of  bringing  Moncton 
gay  people  together  for  the  first  time. 
The  announcement  of  the  event  in  the 
Saturday  Moncton  Transcript,  however, 
provoked  a  strong  negative  public  reac- 
tion and  a  major  crisis  in  City  Council. 

Cormier  had  planned  the  picnic  on  a 
grand  scale,  contacting  organizations 
and  individuals  across  the  Maritimes 
and  Northeast  US  in  hopes  of  attracting 
hundreds  of  gay  people  to  the  city.  Cor- 
mier told  the  press  he  was  expecting  500 
picnickers  from  as  far  away  as  Toronto, 
but  that  the  picnic  would  be  a  "simple 
get-together"  with  no  demonstrations 
planned. 

The  Moncton  Transcript 's  rather  rou- 
tine announcement  unleashed  hundreds 
of  complaints  to  City  Hall  and  a  near- 
hysterical  reaction  in  City  Council.  An 
unscheduled  item,  the  picnic  became  the 
major  topic  of  Monday's  council  meet- 
ing. Right-wing  councillor  Albert 
Galbraith  led  the  attack,  proposing  a 
motion  prohibiting  anyone  living  out- 
side Moncton  from  entering  the  park  on 
July  I.  Galbraith  went  on  to  say  he 
could  "never  forgive  the  gays  for  what 
they  did  to  the  Portuguese  boy  in  Tor- 
onto" (referring  to  the  murder  of  Em- 
manuel Jaques  in  1977).  He  also  told 
the  press  there  would  be  "bloodshed" 
in  Centennial  Park  on  Canada  Day 
unless  the  picnic  were  called  off. 

On  June  30,  council  turned  Gal- 
braith's  motion  into  an  amendment  to 
an  existing  bylaw,  preventing  any 
organized  groups  of  40  or  more  from 
assembling  in  the  park  without  first 
obtaining  a  permit  from  council.  With 
the  picnic  scheduled  for  the  following 
day,  it  was  virtually  impossible  for 
Cormier  to  apply  for  a  permit.  Informa- 
tion booths  and  a  public  announcement 
system  scheduled  for  the  event  were 
cancelled. 

Despite  press  predictions  of  a  huge 
influx  of  gays  into  the  park,  the  picnic 
attracted  only  about  a  hundred  openly 
gay  men  and  women,  including  a  dele- 
gation of  30  from  the  Gay  Alliance  for 
Equality  in  Halifax. 

There  were  no  anti-gay  incidents,  per- 
haps due  to  the  large  numbers  of  police 
present  to  enforce  the  new  bylaw.  Police 
did  confiscate  baseball  bats  and  lengths 
of  metal  pipe  from  at  least  one  group 
entering  the  park.  Cormier  also  report- 
ed receiving  several  death  threats  in  the 
days  leading  up  to  the  picnic. 

The  civic  bylaw  did  not  pass  without 
comment.  Fredericton  Lesbians  and 
Gays  sent  a  strongly  worded  letter  to 
City  Council  and  the  Moncton  press, 
calling  the  amendment  "the  most 
repressive  piece  of  anti-gay  legislation 
passed  in  the  country  in  the  past  quarter 
century." 

Picnic  organizers  initially  questioned 
the  legality  of  the  bylaw  itself,  on  the 
grounds  that  the  picnic  had  not  been 
scheduled  as  an  item  on  the  council 
agenda.  However,  Cormier's  lawyers 
advised  him  there  was  nothing  he  could 
do  to  contest  the  amendment.  New 
Brunswick  Human  Rights  Commission 
director  Dr  Noel  Kinsella  told  the  press 
he  would  find  the  bylaw  offensive  if  it 
were  used  specifically  against  gays,  but 


that  otherwise  the  legislation  was 
perfectly  legal. 

Mayor  Dennis  Cochrane  told  TBP 
that  council  had  to  act  quickly  on  the 
issue  in  response  to  public  demands  to 
prevent  the  picnic  from  happening. 
Cochrane  denied  the  amendment  was  an 
infringement  of  the  rights  of  gays, 
maintaining  it  was  meant  to  apply  to 
any  gathering  in  the  park.  However,  the 
Transcript  quoted  him  as  saying  he 
"didn't  agree  with  a  group  of  homosex- 
uals taking  up  space  in  a  public  park." 

When  TBP  asked  whether  council 
would  grant  a  permit  to  a  gay  organiza- 
tion in  the  future,  Cochrane  refused  to 
comment,  saying  the  question  was  pure- 
ly hypothetical. 

Moncton  gays  were  divided  in  their 
assessment  of  the  picnic.  Some  felt  that 
publicizing  a  gay  event  in  a  conservative 
city  with  no  gay  organization  would 
simply  arouse  public  hostility  and  drive 
local  gay  men  and  women  into  the  clos- 
et. But  Cormier  called  the  picnic  a  suc- 
cess, and  said  it  would  have  attracted 
greater  numbers  had  it  not  been  for  the 
negative  reaction  of  local  media  and 
City  Council. 

Although  previous  attempts  to  organ- 
ize Moncton's  gay  community  have 
failed,  the  picnic  may  well  turn  out  to 
be  a  rallying  point.  "There's  been  a  lot 
of  interest  in  starting  something  in 
Moncton,"  says  Cormier.  "I  think  we'll 
finally  have  a  group  operating  in  the 
near  future." 

Robert  TrowD 

Ramada  Inn  bounces 
same-sex  dancers 

NORTH  BAY,  ON  —  Six  gay  people 
have  been  barred  from  the  lounge  of 
this  Northern  Ontario  town's  Ramada 
Inn  because  they  were  dancing  together. 
A  management  spokesman  denies  that 
the  ejection  had  anything  to  do  with 
their  sexual  orientation. 

Maurice  Mallette  and  a  companion 
met  lesbian  couple  Cate  Lazarov  and 
Val  Fournier  and  two  other  friends  for  a 
Saturday  evening  at  the  Gemini  Room 
of  the  Ramada  Inn  August  8.  They 
were  a  little  nervous  that  night  because 
they  had  decided  to  do  what  everyone 
else  there  could  take  for  granted  — 
dance  with  each  other.  They  weren't 
sure  of  what  the  audience  reaction 
would  be  to  same-sex  dance  couples,  so 
they  were  restrained  on  the  dance  floor, 
just  waltzing  casually  together. 

At  one  point  the  three  couples  were 
the  only  people  on  the  dance  floor. 
Although  the  floor  soon  began  to  fill  up 
again,  the  doorman  came  and  told  them 
that  he  had  received  complaints  and 
they  would  have  to  leave  when  their 
drinks  were  finished. 

Knowing  they  had  nothing  left  to 
lose,  the  three  couples  headed  back  to 
dance.  Another  gay  couple  joined 
them.  As  one  of  them  said  later,  he  was 
shocked  at  first  to  see  two  men  dancing 
together,  then  he  felt  a  sudden  surge  of 
pride  and  realized  he  had  to  join  in  too. 

It  was  at  this  point  the  assistant  man- 
ager stopped  the  music  and  told  every- 
one to  sit  down  while  the  doorman  es- 
corted the  offending  six  to  the  door.  As 
they  were  leaving,  he  told  them  to  "go 
to  your  own  bars"  and  informed  them 
they  were  being  barred  because  they 
were  necking  on  the  dance  floor.  "We 
weren't"'  said  Mallette. 


As  Mallette,  who  has  lived  in  the 
North  Bay  area  all  his  life,  told  TBP, 
"We  would  go  to  our  own  bars  if  there 
were  any."  Besides,  the  Gemini  is  the 
closest  thing  to  a  gay  bar  in  North  Bay. 

According  to  Cate  Lazarov,  one 
straight  couple  left  the  bar  at  the  same 
time,  exclaiming  "narrow-minded 
people,  narrow-minded  town." 

Pat  O'Shea,  Ramada  Inn's  assistant 
manager,  denied  that  the  six  were 
thrown  out  because  of  their  gayness.  "I 
don't  know  what  your  problem  is,  "  he 


Caring  Homosexuals:  Cate  Lazarov  (left) 
and  Val  Fournier  are  bounced  for  dancing 

told  TBP.  "I  didn't  know  they  were 
gay."  He  said  he  barred  them  because 
"they  wouldn't  allow  anyone  else  on  the 
dance  floor"  and  because  "no  one  was 
willing  to  dance  with  them."  He  added 
that  he  would  "do  the  same  to  a  barn- 
load  of  hillbillies." 

"I  didn't  expect  this  to  happen,"  said 
Mallette,  but  he  doesn't  regret  it.  The 
six  have  already  lodged  an  informal 
complaint  with  the  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission in  Sudbury.  All  are  members  of 
the  North  Bay  gay  group,  Caring 
Homosexuals,  and  they  hope  to  initiate 
a  gay  boycott  of  the  Gemini  Room. 

Caring  Homosexuals  has  recently  set 
up  a  new  phone  line  as  a  means  for  les- 
bians and  gay  men  in  the  North  Bay 
area  to  contact  each  other.  It's  (705) 
476-3080. 

Ed  Jackson  □ 

Night  walk  in  park 
ends  in  police  station 

CALGARY  —  Three  members  of  Gay 
Information  and  Resources  Calgary 
(GIRC)  were  harassed  by  police  recently 
in  downtown  Central  Park.  At  about 
9:45  pm  on  August  7  Bob  Harris,  An- 
drew Wallace  and  Henry  Berg  were 
crossing  the  park  when  they  came  upon 
police  officers  systematically  detaining 
park  pedestrians  and  asking  for  each 
person's  name,  address,  telephone  num- 
ber, age,  height,  weight,  eye  and  hair 
colour  and  proof  of  identification. 

The  three  activists  knew  they  were  not 
required  to  answer,  said  so  when  asked 
and  then  continued  walking.  A  few  feet 
further  a  police  cruiser  passed  the  men, 
stopped,  and  an  officer  leaned  out  and 
called,  "Get  over  here.  Who  the  hell  are 
you?"  The  first  officer  out  of  the  car 
manhandled  Harris  across  the  boule- 
vard and  into  the  back  seat.  His  partner 
approached  Berg.  Wallace,  who  was  a 
few  steps  behind  the  other  two,  was  ig- 
nored. By  then  about  eight  or  ten  others 
were  watching  from  a  safe  distance. 

Inside  cruiser  545  Harris  produced 
identification,  because  "he  promised  to 


take  me  out  for  a  long  ride  and  said  I'd 
have  to  walk  back."  Berg  told  the  other 
officer  his  name  but  refused  to  produce 
ID.  "Then  he  grabbed  my  shoulder  and 
told  me  I  was  under  arrest  for  being 
drunk  in  a  public  place,  which  was  ridic- 
ulous, since  the  last  drink  I'd  had  was  a 
beer  at  about  six  o'clock."  Berg  was  put 
in  the  cruiser  with  Harris. 

"Are  you  faggots?"  Berg  and  Harris 
didn't  reply.  "Are  you  homosexuals?" 
he  asked  the  second  time  but  they  still 
declined  to  answer.  Both  were  then  ask- 
ed what  they  were  doing  in  the  park,  if 
they  went  there  often,  and  whether  they 
ever  went  to  the  Parkside  Continental, 
the  gay  bar  across  the  street. 

The  driver  of  the  cruiser,  who  was 
later  identified  as  Constable  Boyle,  took 
Harris  out  of  the  car  and  to  the  two 
foot-patrol  officers  to  whom  he  gave  all 
the  information  they  had  first  re- 
quested. Boyle  and  his  partner  then 
drove  Berg  around  the  park.  "They  said 
I  could  go  if  I  would  give  the  other  offi- 
cers the  information  they  wanted.  I  said 
I'd  only  give  my  name  and  address  so 
they  took  me  downtown." 

At  the  station  Berg  was  taken  to  the 
desk  sergeant  by  the  arresting  officers 
who  said,  "This  is  Henry.  He  likes 
queers."  Berg  was  then  put  in  the  drunk 
tank  with  19  legitimate  drunks,  and  was 
released  at  6  am.  No  charges  were  laid. 

Bob  Harris  has  laid  a  complaint  with 
the  Calgary  Police  Commission.  Sgt 
Meyer  of  Echo  District,  which  includes 
Central  Park,  says  that  he  is  not  famili- 
ar with  any  such  complaint,  nor  is  he 
aware  of  any  investigation  conducted  on 
August  7  that  might  have  accounted  for 
a  police  sweep  of  the  park.  "Police  rou- 
tinely ask  people  late  at  night  who  they 
are  and  where  they  are  going,"  he  ex- 
plained, "but  of  course  you  don't  have 
to  answer." 

Harris  and  Berg  feel  they  were  treated 
more  severely  than  the  other  men  being 
questioned  in  the  park  because  they 
openly  defied  police  by  refusing  to 
answer  questions.  Both  saw  the  police 
questioning  as  an  attempt  to  keep  gay 
men  out  of  the  park. 

Chris  BearchellD 


From  park  to  drunk  tank:  "This  is 
Henry.  He  likes  queers. ' ' 
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Guilty  verdict  in  Pisces  trial 
discouraging  sign  for  found-ins 


EDMONTON— Trials  began  July  28  for 
the  men  charged  as  found-ins  in  a 
bawdyhouse  raid  on  the  Pisces  Spa,  but 
the  abusive  legal  process,  a  guilty  ver- 
dict and  the  threat  of  adverse  publicity 
are  persuading  many  men  awaiting  trial 
to  change  their  pleas  to  guilty. 

"The  number  of  not-guilty  pleas  is 
eroding,"  says  lawyer  Shelley  Miller. 
"The  tenor  of  the  first  trial  scared  peo- 
ple. I  have  entered  three  guilty  pleas 
since  then,  and  five  more  men  have 
asked  me  to  enter  guilty  pleas."  Miller 
was  retained  by  the  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality  (GATE)  to  handle 
many  of  the  cases  which  arose  from  the 
police  raid  on  the  Pisces  Spa  May  30. 

Sixty-two  men  were  finally  charged  — 
56  as  found-ins  and  six  as  keepers. 
Though  GATE,  the  MCC  and  Dignity 
helped  rally  the  community  and  organ- 
ize a  Privacy  Defence  Committee,  the 
bath  owners,  manager  and  five  found- 
ins  appeared  in  court  June  5  to  plead 
guilty  to  the  charges.  These  pleas,  and 
the  more  than  $35,000  in  fines,  had  a 
demoralizing  effect  on  the  community. 
Nonetheless,  as  of  the  third  week  in 
July,  34  men  —  more  than  half  of  the 
56  found-ins  —  had  decided  to  fight  the 
charges  in  court.  Of  the  others,  19  had 
pleaded  guilty,  and  at  least  one  man  had 
the  charges  against  him  withdrawn  by 
the  Crown  —  probably  because  he  had 
a  "lawful  excuse"  for  being  there, 
according  to  Crown  Attorney  Steve 
Koval.  One  man  failed  to  appear  to  set 
a  trial  date,  and  a  warrant  has  been 
issued  for  his  arrest. 

The  first  found-in  trial,  which  began 
July  28  and  lasted  three  days,  was 
described  as  a  "circus"  by  one  ob- 
server, and  GATE'S  Doug  Whitfield  said 
the  trial  "removed  any  vestiges  of  faith 
I  had  left  in  the  legal  system." 

The  accused,  a  45-year-old  Portu- 
guese immigrant,  spoke  only  broken 
English,  and  claimed  he  went  to  the  Spa 
only  to  use  the  steam  room,  the  shower 
and  to  watch  TV.  However,  Crown  At- 
torney Morrey  Ferries  directed  much  of 
his  case  to  drawing  sensational  evidence 
about  group  sex  from  undercover  of- 
ficers who  had  been  present. 

Constable  Douglas  Laws  was  quoted 
in  the  Edmonton  Journal  as  testifying 
that  "people  usually  entered  (the  dark 
room)  alone  ...  then  pushed  their  rear 
out  into  the  room  where  a  person  would 
engage  them  in  anal  sex."  Ferries 
described  the  scene  as  people  "rutting 
like  animals,"  and  when  Judge  R  E 
Hyde  passed  sentence  August  7,  he  is 
alleged  to  have  said,  "They're  crim- 
inals. They're  all  criminals." 

Ferries  also  entered  into  evidence 
videotape  taken  the  night  of  the  raid. 
GATE'S  Doug  Whitfield  said  the  tape 
was  very  bad.  It  showed  people  in 
rooms,  or  in  the  dark  room,  that  there 
was  some  nudity  but  no  one  having  sex. 

Judge  Hyde  sentenced  him  to  a  fine 
of  $300  —  $50  more  than  the  fine  im- 
posed on  men  who  had  pleaded  guilty. 
"For  a  lot  of  people,  that  meant  'if 
you  go  to  trial,  you'll  be  punished  even 
more,'"  lawyer  Shelley  Miller  said.  She 
has  appealed  the  verdict,  and  the  appeal 
could  be  heard  as  early  as  October. 

Fear  that  the  media  would  publicize 
the  names  of  found-ins  has  been  hang- 
ing over  everyone's  head  since  the  raid, 
and  that  fear  was  realized  August  7 
when  CFRN-TV  used  a  brief  shot  of  the 
court  docket  to  illustrate  its  news  story. 


The  docket  listed  the  names  of  many  of 
the  accused.  According  to  the  station,  it 
was  only  up  for  five  or  six  seconds,  but 
"it  did  the  damage,"  says  Miller. 

The  accused  man  in  a  second  trial 
which  began  August  12  was  forced  to 
act  as  his  own  lawyer  when  Judge  Hyde 
refused  to  adjourn  to  allow  the  man's 
new  lawyer  time  to  prepare  the  case. 

Garnet  Plum,  who  had  decided  to 
fight  his  case  publicly  as  a  civil  rights 
issue,  asked  for  an  adjournment  after 
he  decided  to  replace  Shelley  Miller  with 
activist  counsel  Barrie  Chi  vers.  Hyde 
refused,  however,  even  though  Chivers 
could  not  be  in  court  that  day,  forcing 
Chiver's  partner  Sheila  Greckol  to  apply 
for  an  adjournment  from  the  higher 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench.  Plum  was  left 
to  fight  his  case  with  only  the  assistance 
of  GATE'S  Doug  Whitfield  until 
Greckol  made  it  back  shortly  before 
court  would  have  adjourned  with  an  ad- 
journment order  from  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  Justice  Tevie  Miller. 

Hyde  was  forced  to  put  the  matter 
over  to  August  20  to  set  a  date  for  trial. 
Chivers  said  he  sees  this  as  "something 
of  a  test  case,"  and  was  interested 
because  "aspects  of  the  police  investiga- 
tion raised  civil  liberties  issues." 

On  another  front,  the  Alberta  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  has  sus- 
pended the  practice  of  Dr  Henry 
Toupin,  the  neurologist  and  co-owner 
of  the  Pisces  who  pleaded  guilty  to 
charges  of  keeping  a  common  bawdy- 
house.  College  Registrar  Dr  Roy  le 
Riche  told  TBP  in  an  interview  that  the 
president  of  the  college  suspended 
Toupin  for  "unbecoming  conduct." 

Dr  le  Riche  said  the  full  council  will 
hear  the  case  September  10.  He  said 
Toupin  could  be  cleared,  or  face  a  fur- 
ther suspension,  a  fine,  or  "erasure," 
meaning  he  could  never  practice  again. 

The  day  before  that  hearing, 
September  9,  Toupin's  lawyer  Robbie 
Davidson  will  go  before  the  Alberta 
Court  of  Appeal  to  appeal  the  sentence 
meted  out  against  Toupin. 

Toupin  had  been  fined  $10,000,  and 
Davidson  feels  that  is  excessive.  He  says 
he  will  ask  the  appeals  court  for  a  con- 
ditional or  absolute  discharge,  and  will 
point  out  that  the  maximum  fine  asses- 
sed against  heterosexual  massage  par- 
lours has  been  of  the  order  of  $2,000. 

Davidson  also  feels  Toupin  has  paid  a 
heavy  price  socially,  and  has  been  vir- 
tually ostracized  by  the  community. 


Toupin  and  his  partner  were  criticized 
editorially  for  their  guilty  pleas  in  last 
month's  TBP,  but  Davidson  says  they 
did  it  because  the  police  threatened  to 
call  to  the  witness  stand  several  promi- 
nent figures  from  the  club's  member- 
ship list  if  the  men  did  not  cooperate  by 
pleading  guilty. 

"Toupin  did  what  he  did  to  protect 
the  gay  community,  not  to  harm  it,"  he 
said. 

Finally,  the  Pisces  Spa  closed  after 
the  raid.  But  a  new  business  opened  on 
the  same  premises  August  1.  It's  called 
the  Biltmore  Club,  describes  itself  as  a 
"private  athletic  club,"  and  manager 
Rick  Boviak  says  the  emphasis  is  on 
bodybuilding. 

He  says  new  members  have  to  be 
sponsored,  and  that  members  must  sign 
a  statement  affirming  they  have  read  the 
rules  of  the  club  —  one  of  which  is  that 
the  premises  must  not  be  used  for  sexual 
purposes. 

"We  don't  allow  hustlers  and  we 
don't  allow  people  who  have  trouble 
with  their  masculinity,"  Boviak  added. 

The  Privacy  Defence  Committee  has 
raised  about  $4,600  to  fund  the  defence 
of  the  Pisces  found-ins  —  and  spent 
more  than  half  of  it  already.  Send  con- 
tributions c/o  GA  TE,  Box  1852,  Ed- 
monton, AB  T5J2P2. 

Gerald  Hannon 


Owner  found  guilty 
in  Quebec  bath  case 

MONTREAL  —  Municipal  Court 
Judge  Roger  Pigeon  has  found  Albert 
Vandal,  owner  of  the  Sauna  David,  guil- 
ty of  keeping  a  common  bawdyhouse. 
Vandal's  lawyer,  Robert  St  Louis,  an- 
nounced he  will  appeal  the  July  8  judg- 
ment to  the  Quebec  Court  of  Appeal. 

The  five  Sauna  David  employees  also 
charged  with  keeping  have  not  yet  come 
to  trial.  As  TBP  goes  to  press,  Vandal 
has  not  yet  been  sentenced. 

Vandal  was  charged  following  the 
April  1980  police  raid  on  the  bath,  dur- 
ing which  police  laid  52  found-in 
charges,  15  charges  of  gross  indecency, 
and  six  charges  of  keeping  a  common 
bawdyhouse  (TBP,  July  1980).  It  was 
the  largest  police  raid  in  the  city  since 
the  historic  Truxx  raid  in  October  1977. 

Almost  two  pages  of  Pigeon's  judg- 
ment were  devoted  to  police  testimony 
of  sexual  acts  allegedly  witnessed  by 
undercover  agents  during  an  extensive 
investigation.  Pigeon  concluded  from 
police  testimony  that  the  "multiplicity, 


Cruising:  This  entry  in  the  Sourdough  Raft  Race  down  the  North  Saskatchewan  River  during 
Edmonton's  Klondike  Days  festival  in  July  was  named  after  the  recently  raided  Pisces  Spa. 
It  rated  a  front-page  picture  in  the  Edmonton  Sun  but  not  a  police  raid,  even  though  an 
erotic  toy  (a  rubber  duck)  was  prominently  displayed. 
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frequency  and  repetition  of  these  acts 
clearly  indicate  that  this  was  a  bawdy- 
house within  the  meaning  of  the  Crim- 
inal Code."  Pigeon  also  found  that 
"this  so-called  sauna  bath  was  in  fact  a 
place  where  men  gathered  with  the 
precise,  chosen  and  unconcealed  goal  of 
having  sexual  relations  with  other  per- 
sons of  the  male  sex." 

In  a  written  statement  to  police  after 
the  raid,  Vandal  admitted  having  seen 
"acts  of  indecency"  in  the  sauna.  He 
also  claimed  the  majority  of  his  clients 
visited  the  sauna  to  meet  other  men  in 
order  to  have  sexual  relations  with 
them." 

Following  a  fire  last  year,  the  sauna 
has  re-opened  under  a  new  name  —  Le 
Chateau  Gai. 

Stuart  Russell  □ 

Now  it's  hets  turn 
in  bawdyhouse  busts 

TORONTO  —  Recreational  sex,  hetero 
variety,  has  led  to  bawdyhouse  charges 
against  more  than  200  people  in  four  re- 
cent raids  by  Harrulton,  Montreal  and 
Toronto  police. 

A  busload  of  50  Hamilton-Went- 
worth  Regional  Police  capped  a  two- 
month  investigation  July  26  with  a  raid 
on  Ramblewood,  a  "sexual  swing  club 
for  consenting  adult  couples"  located  in 
a  circus  tent  in  Flamborough  Township 
near  Hamilton.  Officers  charged  about 
100  people  with  more  than  300  offences 
in  an  operation  Toronto's  Right  to 
Privacy  Committee  chairperson  George 
Smith  said  was  comparable  to  raids  on 
Toronto  gay  bathhouses  earlier  this  year 
—  minus  the  violence  and  verbal  abuse. 
The  club  had  moved  to  Heritage  Hide- 
A-Way  campground  in  May  after 
operating  for  five  years  near  Burlingon, 
Ontario,  where  Halton  Regional  Police 
found  "no  cause  for  alarm"  after 
thoroughly  investigating  it. 

Montreal  Urban  Community  Police 
morality  squad  arrested  130  people  in  a 
May  10  raid  on  the  Club  Eurotheque, 
which  was  celebrating  its  anniversary  at 
a  party  in  the  LaSalle  Hotel  on  Drum- 
mond  St  in  downtown  Montreal.  Con- 
stable Michael  Sendecki  told  the  Mon- 
treal Gazette  that  members  had  been 
"invited  to  come  on  the  stage  and  do 
whatever  they  wanted,"  but  that  the 
club  was  not  a  house  of  prostitution. 

Metro  Toronto  police  laid  bawdy- 
house charges  against  five  people  July  1 
at  the  Relaxation  Plus  massage  parlour 
on  Elm  Street  and  arrested  nine  men 
and  women  after  an  August  15  swoop 
on  the  Executive  Motor  Hotel  on  King 
St  West  near  Bathurst. 

"We  suspect  most  people  don't  give 
much  of  a  damn  what  consenting  adults 
do,  or  with  what,  or  to  whom  (in  pri- 
vate)," the  Toronto  Sun  editorialized 
after  the  Ramblewood  tent  raid. 

Peter  McWilliams,  a  lawyer  and 
former  Crown  Attorney  in  an  area 
which  borders  on  Flamborough 
Township,  told  a  Toronto  Globe  and 
Mail  reporter:  "What  are  they  (the 
police)  going  out  of  their  way  to  find?  I 
do  not  think  the  public  in  Ontario  want 
police  going  out  of  their  way  on 
crusades  ...  especially  for  victimless 
crimes." 

Spokespersons  for  Toronto's  gay 
community  told  a  press  conference  that 
the  Ramblewood  arrests  represent  a 
growing  trend  among  police  forces  to 
use  the  common  bawdyhouse  section  of 
the  Criminal  Code  to  circumvent  the 
right  granted  to  two  consenting  adults 
to  do  what  they  wain  in  private. 
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Companions 
wanted: 

SLIM,  ATTRACTIVE  COUPLE 

looking  for  companions  to  share  good 

food,  good  music  and  good  times  at  Lipstick, 

their  great  new  cafe  bar. 

Must  be  into  big  burgers  and  special 

dessert  experiences.  Prefer  those  who  enjoy 

good  drinks  as  well  as  exotic  coffees. 

Looking  for  fun  couples  or  singles 

who  like  to  party  til  3  on  weeknights 

and  6  on  weekends.  Nohangups  on  race,  age 

or  sex.  Reply  in  person  any  night  after  5  p.m. 

at  Lipstick,  580  Parliament  Street. 

All  replies  greeted  personally. 


pfjck 


The  late,  great  cafe"  bar. 

Weeknights  til  3.  Weekends  til  6. 

580  Parliament  Street,  south  of  Wellesley. 

922-6655. 


□ 


LQ 


reatous 


Open  seven  days  a  week 

Monday  through  Saturday 
Noon  to  1  a.m. 

Sunday 

Brunch,  Noon  to  4  p.m. 

Dinner,  5  p.m.  to  10  p.m. 


562  Church  Street 

Toronto 

924-1972 

under  LLBO 


Judge  to  rule  in  teacher's  trial 
if  private  S&M  sex  is  indecent 


TORONTO  —  "Are  you  going  to  argue 
that  the  accused's  home  is  a  public 
place?" 

Provincial  Court  Judge  Maurice 
Charles  had  just  asked  Crown  Attorney 
Paul  Culver  the  question  that  had 
become  the  crux  of  the  Crown's  case 
against  retired  teacher  Don  Franco. 

Culver  hesitated  a  moment,  then  said, 
"Under  the  circumstances,  yes  your 
honour." 

Judge  Charles  also  paused,  then 
leaned  forward  to  ask  with  barely 
disguised  incredulity,  "Are  you  serious, 
Mr  Culver?" 

It  was  a  satisfying  moment  for  the 
supporters  who  crowded  Courtroom  42 
July  15  for  the  final  day  of  Franco's 
trial.  Franco,  57,  faced  two  bawdyhouse 
charges  which  most  people  in  the  gay 
community  perceived  as  a  calculated  act 
of  revenge  by  the  Metropolitan  Toronto 
Police. 

Franco,  identified  as  "Bob"  in  earlier 
TBP  news  stories,  was  the  Toronto 
teacher  who  pointed  the  Finger  at  police 
Sgt  Gary  Donovan  who,  after  the  first 
Barracks  raid  in  1978,  had  called  school 
boards  to  let  them  know  that  certain  of 
their  teachers  had  been  arrested  in  the 
raid. 

Franco's  home  was  raided  only  six 
days  after  public  outcry  over  Donovan's 
behaviour  forced  the  police  commission 
to  reprimand  him.  An  officer  entered 
Franco's  home  pretending  to  be  a  gay 
man  who  had  answered  a  classified  ad 
Franco  ran  regularly  in  this  magazine. 

The  trial,  which  began  June  5,  then 
hopped  to  June  22,  June  30,  July  13  and 
July  15,  won't  reach  its  formal  conclu- 
sion until  Judge  Charles  delivers  his 
judgment  September  24,  but  the  flimsy 
nature  of  the  Crown's  case  moved  de- 
fence counsel  Clayton  Ruby  to  declare 
in  open  court  that  "There  is  a  purge 
against  homosexuals  in  this  city  by  the 
forces  of  so-called  law  and  order." 

Ruby  went  on  to  say  "The  Crown  is 
saying  that  unless  you  have  sex  the  way 
we  want,  you  can't  have  sex  at  all,"  but 
earned  a  sharp  rebuke  from  Judge 
Charles  when  he  hinted  at  the  political 
motivation  behind  the  proceedings  by 
explaining  that  the  offended  party 
"may  be  the  ordinary  Canadian  in  the 
Crown's  view  but  is  the  Attorney 
General  in  my  view." 

In  its  case,  the  Crown  placed  a  great 
emphasis  on  the  mere  presence  of  many 
items  commonly  used  in  S&M  sexual 
play.  As  in  the  recent  Barracks  case,  a 
cart  was  wheeled  in  heaped  with  boxes 
containing  chains,  paddles,  whips  and 
leather  items,  though  this  time  there 
were  many  personal  items  like  photo 
albums  and  tape  recordings. 

Ruby  called  three  defence  witnesses. 
Leonard  Goldsmith,  chief  psychologist 
at  Toronto  General  Hospital,  and 
sociologists  Dorothy  Smith  and  Barry 
Adam. 

Ruby's  summation  for  the  defence 
emphasized  that  what  Franco  did  he  did 
in  private  with  other  consenting  males 
over  21  years  of  age.  Such  acts  are  not, 
in  law,  grossly  indecent  so,  he  said,  they 
cannot  be  construed  as  "acts  of  inde- 
cency." Otherwise,  Ruby  said,  "such 
acts  done  on  a  repeated  basis  by  a  hus- 
band and  wife  in  their  home  could  make 
it  a  common  bawdyhouse  where  the 
same  acts  done  once  in  a  hotel  room 
would  not.  That  can't  be  the  law  of 
Canada,"  he  added.  "The  law  is  not 
such  an  ass." 

Culver  argued  that  Franco's  ad  for 


sex  partners  made  his  home  a  public 
place,  and  that  in  any  case  the  law 
didn't  say  a  common  bawdyhouse  had 
to  be  used,  it  had  only  to  be  kept  for  the 
purpose  of  acts  of  indecency. 

Charles  supplied  his  own  opinion  of 
S&M:  "It  is  a  perverted  form  of  sex,  let 
me  make  that  clear,"  but  hastened  to 
add  "I  must  not  let  my  views  affect  my 
judgment."  Saying  the  issues  raised  by 
the  case  had  never  been  raised  before, 
and  that  he  would  need  time  to  frame 
his  decision,  he  set  his  judgment  for 
September  24  at  10  am  in  Courtroom  21 . 
Gerald  HannonD 

Demonstrator's  trial 
puts  the  heat  on  cops 

TORONTO  —  The  trial  of  demonstra- 
tor James  Chemerika  has  revealed  new 
evidence  of  "dirty  tricks"  and  physical 
abuse  by  undercover  police  officers  at 
the  February  20  demonstration  against 
the  bath  raids. 

Chemerika  went  on  trial  May  22, 
charged  with  assaulting  officer  Barry 
Doyle  in  front  of  52  Division  during  the 
demonstration. 

On  June  29  Chemerika  himself  took 
the  witness  stand. 

Describing  his  arrest,  he  testified  that 
Constable  Peter  Maher  bent  his  hand 
back  in  a  painful  hold  while  hustling 
him  toward  the  police  station.  "I  was 
starting  to  cry,  and  pleading  with  him  to 
stop,"  Chemerika  related.  "If  you 
don't  shut  your  fucking  mouth,  I'll 
break  it,"  he  reported  Maher  as  saying. 

Once  inside  the  station,  Chemerika 
continued,  arresting  officers  Flynn  and 
Maher  deliberately  slammed  his  head 
against  the  door-frame  of  a  room  they 
were  entering,  joking,  "Oops!  Missed 
the  door!"  as  they  did  so.  Then,  said 
Chemerika,  they  proceeded  to  beat  him 
and  bang  his  head  against  the  wall.  Only 
when  a  uniformed  officer  opened  the 
door  and  said,  "Okay,  that's  enough," 
did  the  beating  finally  stop. 

Crown  Prosecutor  Robert  Ash  argued 
that  the  accused's  version  of  events  was 
nothing  more  than  a  recent  fabrication. 
Had  such  a  thing  really  happened,  he 
said,  he  would  surely  have  taken  the 
matter  to  the  police  complaints  bureau. 

In  fact,  Chemerika  and  two  other 
witnesses  testified  that  an  attempt  was 
made  on  the  very  evening  of  the  arrest 
to  lodge  a  complaint  with  the  desk 
sergeant  at  52  Division.  Chemerika 
related  that  he  was  rebuffed  with  the 
comment  that  "my  boys  would  never  do 
anything  like  that." 

Lawyer  Paul  Copeland,  explaining 
that  he  had  come  to  the  police  station 
that  night  to  assist  in  the  release  of 
those  arrested,  verified  Chemerika's 
account. 

On  July  30,  defence  lawyer  Suzie 
Scott  produced  two  witnesses  who  gave 
accounts  backing  up  Chemerika's 
version  of  what  transpired  inside  52 
Division. 

Carlos  Lopes,  a  demonstrator  arrest- 
ed the  same  night  as  Chemerika,  told 
the  court  that,  while  he  was  being  held 
in  an  adjacent  room,  he  briefly  saw 
Chemerika's  head  being  "smashed 
against  the  wall"  when  the  connecting 
door  was  opened. 

Head  marshall  Bob  Gallagher,  who 
was  arrested  and  later  released  without 
being  charged,  testified  that  he  was  led 
into  the  station  a  short  distance  behind 
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Chemerika.  He  witnessed  officers  slam- 
ming Chemerika's  head  into  the  door- 
frame. For  some  time  he  waited  outside 
the  room  into  which  Chemerika  was 
taken,  Gallagher  related.  "I  heard 
sounds  of  a  scuffle. . .  groans  of  pain.  I 
tried  to  see  into  the  room.  I  was  very 
upset." 

Other  witnesses  focused  on  the  activ- 
ities of  police  during  the  demonstration. 
Linda  Yanz,  who  was  a  marshal  as- 
signed to  help  carry  the  front  banner  at 
the  demonstration,  said  she  paid  close 
attention  to  three  men  who  came  up  to 
help  her,  as  they  struck  her  as  being 
"potentially  drunk  or  rowdy."  All  three 
were  subsequently  revealed  to  be  under- 
cover police.  Yanz  testified  that  she 
observed  one  of  these  men  rip  the  ban- 
ner and  extract  one  of  its  supporting 
poles.  From  photographs  entered  as 
court  exhibits,  she  identified  the  man 
who  ripped  the  banner  as  officer  Maher. 
•  Crown  Prosecutor  Ash  continued  to 
protest  the  lines  of  questioning  allowed 
by  the  judge,  and  repeated  his  charge 
that  "these  proceedings  are  being 
turned  into  a  public  inquiry  to  put  pres- 
sure on  the  Attorney  General  to  in- 
vestigate the  bath  raids." 

He  asked  for  an  extension  of  the  trial 
to  enable  him  to  call  as  witnesses  some 
of  the  officers  implicated  in  the  most 
recent  testimony. 

The  trial  will  continue  September  22 
at  Old  City  Hall. 

Bill  LoosD 

Crown,  police  help 
block  assault  charge 

TORONTO  —  Stonewalling  and  inter- 
ference by  the  police  and  the  crown 
attorney's  office  have  made  it  almost 
impossible  to  proceed  with  complaints 
and  criminal  charges  arising  out  of  the 
violence  which  flared  up  during  a  gay 
demonstration  June  20. 

Both  TBP  writer  Ken  Popert  and 
MCC  minister  Brent  Hawkes  have  run 
into  impediments  in  their  attemps  to  lay 
assault  charges  against  police  officers. 

The  June  20  demonstration,  organiz- 
ed by  the  Right  to  Privacy  Committee 
to  protest  police  raids  June  16  on  the 
International  Steam  Baths  and  a  bath 
called  the  Back  Door  Gym,  erupted  into 
violence  when  armed  gangs  of  anti-gay 
thugs  attacked  the  demonstrators.  The 
police  became  involved,  swinging  into 
the  crowd  of  demonstrators  with  billy 
clubs,  and  it  was  during  this  melee  that 
Hawkes  alleges  he  was  attacked.  He 
says  he  had  gone  to  the  rescue  of  an 


older  man  who  was  beings  kicked  as  he 
lay  on  the  pavement,  but  was  seized  and 
held  by  two  officers  while  a  third 
punched  him  in  the  stomach. 

Popert  required  medical  atttention 
after  being  struck  by  police  car  5210 
which  sudenly  accelerated  into  the 
dispersing  crowd. 

Hawkes  and  his  lawyer  Susan  Scott 
went  before  Justice  of  the  Peace 
Theresa  Turtle  June  26  to  institute  com- 
mon assault  charges  against  53 
Division's  Constable  John  Schertzer. 
Hawkes  had  insisted  from  the  beginning 
that  he  would  not  co-operate  with  the 
largely  discredited  police  complaints 
bureau,  and  that  he  would  prosecute  the 
matter  himself  and  not  turn  it  over  to 
the  Crown. 

Scott  says  that  Turtle  told  her  later 
that  she  had  received  a  threatening 
phone  call  from  the  police  after  she  pro- 
cessed the  charge.  Turtle  made  headlines 
when  she  revealed  July  22  that  she  had 
been  telephoned  by  a  police  officer 
from  the  police  complaints  bureau  who 
wanted  details  about  the  incident  at  the 
demonstration.  Such  a  call  was  unpre- 
cedented and  Harold  Gibson,  the  super- 
visor of  Ontario  JPs,  called  the  phone 
call  "improper,"  and  said  "they 
shouldn't  be  talking  to  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  any  case  involving  police 
officers." 

Scott  also  says  that  Crown  Attorney 
Al  Cooper  has  threatened  to  have  the 
assault  charge  withdrawn  because 
Hawkes  won't  cooperate  by  supplying 
the  police  complaints  bureau  with  a 
statement.  In  fact,  when  Scott  and 
Hawkes  appeared  in  Court  21  July  24, 
they  discovered  that  the  Crown  had 
intervened  to  prevent  Hawkes' s  private 
prosecution. 

Scott  says  she  argued  before  Provin- 
cial Court  Judge  B  M  Kelly  that  the 
Crown  had  no  reason  to  intervene,  but 
he  said  he  felt  the  Crown  Attorney's 
Act  gave  the  Crown  absolute  right  to 
intervene,  and  put  the  matter  over  to 
August  25. 

Ken  Popert,  who  was  treated  for 
bruises  after  being  struck  by  police 
cruiser  5210,  has  found  it  impossible  to 
press  charges.  He  says  a  JP  refused  to 
accept  the  charge  because  Popert  was 
unable  to  identify  the  driver  of  the  car. 
Popert  says  the  police  have  told  him 
they  don't  know  who  was  driving  the 
car  that  night.  "The  police  are  not 
investigating  the  incident  though  it's 
clear  they  know  something  happened," 
he  says.  "I  think  they're  just  trying  to 
protect  one  of  their  own." 

Gerald  HannonD 


COPWATCH 


Violence:  police  lunge  into  a  line  of  demonstrators  out  on  the  streets  June  20  to  protest  con- 
tinuing bath  raids.  The  peaceful  march  grew  violent  when  queerbashers  and  then  the  police 
turned  on  the  crowd.  Of  the  six  people  arrested  that  night,  not  one  was  a  queerbasher. 


Relations  between  the  Metropolitan 
Toronto  Police  and  the  gay  community 
are,  everyone  agrees,  tense. 

Many  of  the  incidents  documented  in 
these  pages  in  recent  months  amply  de- 
monstrate why  many  Toronto  gay  peo- 
ple distrust  the  police.  Often,  however, 
the  stories  are  disconnected,  and 
unrelated  to  other  developments  which 
affect  both  the  police  department  and 
the  general  citizen. 

COPWA  TCH  will  periodically  take  a 
look  at  some  of  those  stories,  and  try  to 
pull  them  together.  Frequently,  they  will 
justify  the  distrust  and  suspicion  so 
many  gay  people  feel.  Sometimes,  they 
will  illustrate  that  the  police  in  this  city 
are  capable  of  handling  gay  cases  in  a 
professional  and  unbiased  manner.  We 
want  to  be  fair,  and  we  ask  our  readers 
to  tell  us  about  both  kinds  of  stories. 

If  you  have  a  story  for  COPWA  TCH. 
call  977-6320  and  ask  for  Gerald 
Hannon. 


Gun  used  in  park  arrest 

TORONTO  —  Two  men  charged  with 
gross  indecency  July  31  in  High  Park 
say  a  gun-toting  plainclothes  police  offi- 
cer told  one  of  them  to  "Get  down  on 
your  knees  and  don't  move,  or  you'll  be 
a  dead  man." 

The  incident  occurred  about  1 1  pm  in 
a  dark  area  at  the  south  end  of  the  park. 
One  cop  was  dressed  in  Bermuda  shorts 
and  a  T-shirt,  the  other  in  a  striped  shirt 
and  jeans. 

One  of  the  arrested  men  had  seen  the 
cops  earlier  in  the  evening  sitting  on  a 
picnic  bench  with  a  beer  case  between 
them.  The  beer  case  apparently  contain- 
ed a  two-way  radio  and  flashlights. 

The  men  were  taken  to  1 1  Division 
police  headquarters  where  police  made 
occasional  sarcastic  remarks  ("Who  was 
doing  who?")  and  laughed  among 
themselves,  but  were  otherwise  polite. 

Police  subsequently  told  TBP  they 
were  unaware  guns  were  used  in  the 
arrest.  □ 

Complaints:  The  statistics 

One  thing  is  certain  about  the  Citizen 
Complaint  Bureau  of  the  Metropolitan 
Toronto  Police— it  does  not  suffer  from 
a  shortage  of  customers.  Sixty-eight 
complaints  were  received  during  the 
month  of  June.  A  look  at  the  "disposi- 
tion" of  these  68  complaints  brings  us 
to  the  root  of  the  problem.  Only  two  of 
the  complaints  were  wholly  or  partially 
substantiated;  all  the  remainder  were 
classed  as  "not  substantiated,"  "ex- 
onerated," or  "unfounded." 
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To  continue.  In  June,  two  complaints 
were  referred  to  the  Crown  Attorney  for 
study,  with  no  action  taken  to  date. 
However,  four  officers  were  charged  by 
the  complainants  themselves. 

Even  when  the  courtoom  stage  is 
reached,  the  system  seems  overwhelm- 
ingly to  favour  the  police  constable. 
Between  January  5  and  August  7  this 
year,  the  police  commission  examined 
the  legal  bills  of  66  officera  charged  with 
various  offences  (mainly  assault).  In  on- 
ly three  cases  was  then-  a  Imdingof 


guilt.  In  the  others,  the  officers  were 
either  acquitted  or  saw  the  charges 
dismissed  or  withdrawn.  In  those  cases 
where  there  was  no  conviction,  the  bills 
were  passed  on  to  Metro's  Executive 
Committee  for  payment.  So  far  this 
year,  these  bills  have  mounted  to  the 
very  impressive  total  of  $209,970.39  all 
of  it  ultimately  paid  by  the  taxpayers  of 
the  province. 
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Barbiturate  bandit  still  at  large 

Toronto  police,  hot  on  the  trail  of  the  barbiturate 
bandit  (TBP.  July),  have  put  together  a  com- 
posite drawing  from  descriptions  of  nine  vic- 
tims. He  has  stolen  an  estimated  $100,000  in 
goods  after  drugging  gay  men  he  accompanies 
home  Recognize  this  man?  Call  Sgt  Dave 
Bowen  at  52  Division.  967-2121 . 


New  group  to  watch  police 

Spokespersons  for  a  group  of  ethnic 
and  community  organizations  held  a 
press  conference  July  13  announcing  the 
formation  of  Citizens'  Independent 
Review  of  Police  Actions  (C1RPA). 

Mark  Wainberg  of  the  Law  Union  of 
Ontario  said  that  CIRPA  would  advise 
citizens  with  complaints  about  the 
police  to  take  them  before  the  Police 
Commission  or  to  sue  officers  in  small 
claims  court.  Complainants  would  be 
discouraged  from  approaching  the 
police  complaints  bureau  because  it  had 
not  worked  in  the  past,  and  because 
those  taking  that  step  ran  the  risk  of  be- 
ing charged  with  public  mischief. 

It  soon  became  apparent  that  the 
founding  of  CIRPA  struck  nerves  in  the 
political  establishment.  Philip  Givens, 
chairperson  of  the  Police  Commission, 
characterized  the  new  body  as  indulging 
in  "espionage  and  sabotage,"  and 
sneered  that  it  didn't  represent  anybody. 
"They  can  hold  their  meetings  in  a 
telephone  booth,"  he  said. 

Solicitor  General  Roy  McMurtry 
reacted  by  hastily  setting  up  a  new 
review  system  on  a  stop-gap  basis,  and 
appointed  lawyer  Sidney  Linden  to  head 
it  as  Public  Complaints  Commissioner. 

McMurtry's  move  brought  down  a 
barrage  of  criticism  since  the  bill  setting 
up  the  new  system  has  not  yet  been 
passed  by  the  legislature.  NDP  justice 
critic  Michael  Breaugh  termed  it  a  "slap 
in  the  face  of  the  house." 

Mayor  Eggleton's  committee  on  com- 
munity and  race  relations  voted 
unanimously  to  send  the  Mayor  to 
Queen's  Park  to  protest  the  manner  in 
which  Linden  was  named. 

Linden  seemed  aware  that  his 
premature  appointment  was  little  more 
than  a  public-relations  move  when  he 
laid  "I  won'l  deal  with  any  complaints. 
I'm  not  prepared  for  it  ...  I'm  not  realK 
open  for  business." 

Meanwhile,  c  [RPAis  preparing  to 

open  for  business  in  September. 

Rill  I  oos 
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Unsolved  killings 
now  total  eight 

Just  after  1 1  am,  June  29,  police  found 
the  body  of  61-year-old  freelance  artist 
and  World  War  II  veteran  David  Mur- 
phy. Autopsy  results  show  he  had  been 
bludgeoned  and  strangled.  Neighbours 
in  his  Brimley  Road  apartment  building, 
a  senior  citizens'  development  in  the 
north  of  the  city,  described  Murphy  as 
reclusive.  Initial  press  reports  of  the 
murder  did  not  mention  that  David 
Murphy  was  the  eighth  victim  in  a  series 
of  unsolved  murders  of  gay  men  in 
Toronto  over  the  past  five  years. 

Murphy  was  last  seen  alive  on  June  27 
at  Les  Cavaliers,  a  piano  bar  on  Church 
Street,  at  about  closing  time.  Sgt  David 
Dicks  who,  along  with  Staff  Sgt  Tom 
Milne,  is  investigating  the  killing  says  he 
would  like  to  interview  anyone  who  saw 
Murphy  before  or  after  that  time. 

A  police  press  release,  issued  the  day 
after  his  body  was  discovered,  described 
Murphy  as  "a  known  homosexual 
(who)  frequented  bars  in  the  downtown 
core."  Sgt  Dicks  explains  that  the  state- 
ment means  "known  to  be  homosexual 
by  his  family  and  friends"  and  that 
police  received  permission  from  his 
family  to  make  that  information  public. 

Dicks  was  reluctant  to  confirm  to 
TBP  last  April  that  gay  murder  victim 
Marlon  McRae,  who  was  found  stabbed 
to  death  in  the  parking  garage  of  his 
apartment  building  on  March  1,  was 
homosexual  because  McRae's  homosex- 
uality had  been  unknown  to  his  family. 
On  June  12  police  offered  a  reward  of 
$10,000  for  information  leading  to  a 
conviction  in  that  case. 

There  has  been  some  speculation  in 
the  Toronto  press,  as  well  as  the  gay 
community,  that  both  Murphy  and 
McRae  were  killed  by  hustlers  —  pos- 
sibly because  both  victims  had  been 
robbed.  Dicks  will  only  say  he  has  "gut 
feelings"  about  the  cases  but  no  hard 
evidence  to  suggest  that  a  hustler  (or 
hustlers)  was  responsible  for  the  mur- 
ders. He  had  the  same  response  when 


David  Murphy:  overkill  victim  number  eight 

asked  about  the  possibility  of  links  be- 
tween the  two  killings  or  any  of  the 
other  six  unsolved  murders.  All  eight 
men  were  victims  of  "overkill"  — 
extremely  brutal,  frenzied  attacks;  all 
but  Murphy  were  stabbed  and  three  of 
the  others  were  also  beaten. 

This  year's  two  victims,  McRae  and 
Murphy,  are  among  five  of  the  29 
homicides  that  have  occurred  in  Metro 
Toronto  so  far  in  1981  that  remain 
unsolved.  □ 

Prostitution  bust  setup 

Two  men  against  whom  police  have  laid 
prostitution-related  charges  allege  that 
they  were  entrapped. 

Robert  Mackenzie  and  Daniel  Racine 
face  18  charges,  including  living  off  the 
avails  of  prostitution,  procuring  a  per- 
son to  commit  gross  indecency  and  pro- 
curing a  person  to  commit  buggery, 
after  arrests  made  June  12.  Four  other 
men,  aged  17  to  19,  have  been  charged, 


as  non-indicted  co-conspirators,  with 
conspiracy  to  commit  gross  indecency 
and  conspiracy  to  commit  buggery. 

Mackenzie  told  TBP  that  a  man  who 
called  himself  Frank  Feldshuk  made 
what  was  supposed  to  be  a  business  ap- 
pointment with  him  and  bought  him  an 
expensive  meal.  Feldshuk  then  asked 
Mackenzie  to  acquire  the  sexual  services 
of  four  12-year-old  boys  for  "these 
friends  of  mine  in  politics."  Mackenzie 
told  him  he  "wasn't  in  that  line  of 
business."  Feldshuk  said  his  friends 
would  pay"$400  for  each  kid." 

Mackenzie  allegedly  arranged  for 
four  youths  to  appear  at  a  certain  time 
at  the  Westin  Hotel  (formerly  Hotel 
Toronto)  in  exchange  for  a  $  1 ,600  dona- 
tion to  the  animal  shelter  he  runs.  When 
they  got  off  the  elevator  on  the  18th 
floor,  police  stepped  out  of  a  room, 
guns  drawn,  to  make  the  arrests. 

Staff  Inspector  Donald  Banks  was 
quoted  in  the  Toronto  Star  as  saying  the 
arrests  were  a  result  of  a  continuing  in- 
vestigation involving  the  homosexual 
community,  that  police  acted  on  a  tip 
and  that  they  "seized"  $1,600  in  the 
case.D 

By-election  to  beget  by-election 

Voters  in  Spadina  riding  delivered  a 
blow  to  the  federal  Liberals  August  17 
by  electing  NDP  candidate  Dan  Heap  as 
their  member  of  parliament. 

Prime  Minister  Pierre  Trudeau  called 
the  by-election  July  2  when  he  unex- 
pectedly elevated  sitting  Spadina  MP 
Peter  Stollery  to  the  senate,  paving  the 
way  for  his  principal  advisor,  James 
Coutts,  to  run  for  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  what  was  considered  the  safest 
Liberal  seat  in  English  Canada. 

Heap  has  represented  downtown 
Ward  6  on  Toronto  city  council  for  nine 
years.  Good  relations  between  Heap 
and  Toronto's  gays  and  lesbians,  many 
of  whom  live  in  his  ward,  became 
strained  when  he  failed  to  cooperate 
with  aldermanic  candidate  George 
Hislop's  campaign  in  the  last  civic  elec- 
tion. Heap  has  spoken  out  for  gay  rights 
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The  Standing  Committee  on  Administration  of  Justice  will  meet  to  consider  Bill  68,  An  Act  for  the 
establishment  and  conduct  of  a  Project  in  The  Municipality  of  Metropolitan  Toronto  to  improve  methods  of 
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on  the  above-noted  Bill.  All  briefs  should  be  deposited  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  not  later  than  Friday, 
11  September  1981.  Requests  for  the  oral  presentation  of  briefs  should  be  directed  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee. 

Copies  of  the  English  text  of  the  Bill  are  available  from  the  Ontario  Government  Bookstore,  880  Bay  Street, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  1 Y8,  or  through  the  mail  order  service,  Publications  Centre,  880  Bay  Street,  Toronto, 
Ontario  M5S  1 Y8,  416/965-6015. 
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on  city  council  and  at  the  federal  NDP 
convention. 

Toronto  could  see  two  openly  gay 
candidates  contesting  Heap's  council 
seat  when  a  municipal  by-election  is 
called.  Gay  activist  and  Metro  NDP 
chairman  John  Argue  is  said  to  be  "giv- 
ing serious  consideration"  to  seeking  his 
party's  nomination  in  Ward  6.  George 
Hislop  says,  "A  lot  depends  on  who 
else  is  in  the  race." 

There  is  also  some  speculation  that 
Toronto's  outspoken  and  gay-positive 
former  mayor,  John  Sewell,  may  run.D 

Nuns  get  Newton's  goat 

"Moral  majority"  campaigner  Stew 
Newton  has  struck  again,  launching  a 
smear  campaign  aimed  at  Toronto  alder- 
man David  White. 

During  July,  hundreds  of  leaflets  at- 
tacking White  were  distributed 
throughout  the  Ward  1  area  White 
represents.  "Did  you  vote  David  White 
into  office  to  support  people  like  this?" 
screamed  a  sheet  featuring  a  picture  of 
the  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence  do- 
ing their  thing  on  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  Day. 

Contacted  by  TBP,  Newton  said  his 
Positive  Parents  organization  was  no 
longer  confining  its  efforts  to  election 
times.  They  planned  to  issue  similar 
"literature"  on  an  ongoing  basis, 
whenever  the  need  arose.  "It's  hard  to 
counter  that  sort  of  stuff,"  White  told 
TBP,  adding  that  he  felt  reluctant  to 
launch  a  counter-attack  at  this  time  as 
he  was  still  paying  off  debts  from  his 
last  election  campaign. 

Newton  said  that  he  began  his  cam- 
paign against  the  alderman  because 
"Mr  White  has  chosen  to  take  a  stand 
against  the  police."  He  said  he  was 
outraged  to  learn  that  White  had  taken 
part  in  a  demonstration  outside  the  Jar- 
vis  Street  Police  Headquarters  when 
"the  homosexual  militants  were  raging 
against  the  police.  "□ 

923-GAYS  is  alive  and  well 

Toronto's  24-hour  phone-in  community 
calendar,  accessible  by  dialing 
923-GAYS,  has  experienced  some  short- 
term  mechanical  breakdowns  over  the 
summer.  While  there  is  no  concrete 
evidence  to  suggest  sabotage,  the  source 
of  some  of  the  problems  remains  a 
mystery  to  calendar  organizers.  They 
wish  to  reassure  the  community  they 
serve  that,  despite  occasional  dif- 
ficulties, the  well-used  923-GAYS  line  is 
very  much  alive.  □ 

Library  collection  is  stolen 

TORONTO  —  Seventeen  years'  worth 
of  newspaper  clippings  on  homosex- 
uality disappeared  in  mid-July  from 
folders  in  the  Metropolitan  Toronto 
Library's  Social  Sciences  Department. 

Library  staff  found  eight  empty  fold- 
ers on  a  table,  but  not  a  trace  of  their 
contents.  The  missing  material  repre- 
sents everything  clipped  from  the 
Toronto  Star  and  the  Globe  and  Mail 
since  1964  on  homosexuality. 

Anyone  walking  into  the  library  could 
have  access  to  this  and  many  other  ver- 
tical files,  Joseph  Romain,  a  library 
staff  member,  told  TBP.  "We 
sometimes  find  things  missing  from 
these  files,  especially  those  dealing  with 
controversial  topics,"  he  explained. 
"But  it  is  most  unusual  for  an  entire  file 
to  be  emptied." 

The  library  will  try  to  recoup  its  loss 
by  microfilming  and  photocopying 
material  from  the  collection  of  the 
Canadian  Gay  Archives.  □ 
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Keeping  out  homos: 
rights  body  tells  how 

FREDERICTON— The  New  Brunswick 
Human  Rights  Commission  has  been 
accused  by  Fredericton  Lesbians  and 
Gays  (FLAG)  of  "abdicating  its  moral 
responsibility"  in  its  handling  of  a  ren- 
tal discrimination  case  involving  FLAG. 
FLAG  had  made  a  formal  complaint  to 
the  commission  against  the  Ste-Anne 
Community  Centre  which  had  refused 
to  rent  its  facilities  to  the  organization 
(TBP  July). 

The  commission  responded,  saying  it 
had  met  with  Ste-Anne's  director,  who 
refused  to  reconsider  renting  to  FLAG. 
The  commission  said  it  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion to  take  formal  action,  since  sexual 
orientation  is  not  covered  in  the  provin- 
cial code. 

However,  the  commission's  legal  ad- 
visor sent  a  letter  to  the  centre,  signed 
by  director  Dr  Noel  Kinsella,  stating 
that  "there  is  nothing  in  federal  or  pro- 
vincial law  to  prevent  discriminating 
against  the  organization."  The  letter  did 
say  "there  would  be  no  incompatibility 
(renting  to  a  gay  group)  if  it  was  simply 
a  business  meeting,"  but  went  on  to  say 
it  was  perfectly  legitimate  for  the  centre 
to  consider  the  fact  that  children  were 
also  using  the  premises. 

Ste-Anne's  is  used  by  school  children 
during  the  day.  FLAG  planned  to  hold 
business  meetings  there  in  the  evening, 
and  occasional  Saturday  night  dances. 

FLAG  member  Stephen  Dopp  met 
with  commissioner  Karen  Taylor  and 
legal  advisor  Francis  Young  on  July  24 
to  discuss  the  commission's  inadequate 
handling  of  the  affair.  In  particular, 
Dopp  criticized  the  commission's  letter 
to  the  centre,  saying  it  not  only  failed  to 
act  on  FLAG'S  behalf  (as  Kinsella  had 
indicated  he  would  do)  but  it  actually 
reinforced  negative  stereotypes  of  gay 
people  by  raising  fears  about  children. 
"In  effect,  they  gave  Ste-Anne's  carte 
blanche  to  discriminate"  said  Dopp, 
"then  told  them  how  to  do  it." 

FLAG  plans  to  take  up  the  matter 
with  Kinsella  when  he  returns  from 
vacation.  The  group  is  also  considering 
means  of  publicizing  the  affair,  to  put 
further  pressure  on  the  centre  and  the 
commission. 

Robert  TrowD 

Unbiased  big  brother 

HAMILTON  —  Gay  men  can  still  be 
Big  Brothers  in  this  city  despite  recent 
convictions  of  two  men  for  indecent 
assault  involving  their  nine-year-old 
Little  Brothers. 

Bruce  Monk,  agency  supervisor  of  the 
Big  Brothers  Association  of  Hamilton 
told  FflPthat  any  volunteer  would  be 
subject  to  careful  screening.  Criminal 
records  and  character  references  would 
be  checked,  physical  and  mental  health 
examined,  and  motivation  discussed. 
Asked  if  an  apparently  gay  man  who 
passed  all  of  the  checks  would  then  be 
teamed  with  a  fatherless  boy  in  need  of 
adult  male  companionship,  Monk  im- 
plied that  there  would  be  no  objection. 

William  Gordon  Anderson  was  sen- 
tenced July  30  to  four  years  in  peniten- 
tiary for  indecent  assault  involving  five 
boys  and  gross  indecency  with  another. 
Bernard  John  Bless  received  a  nine- 
month  sentence  June  25  for  indecent 
assault  with  two  boys  and  gross  inde- 
cency with  a  third. 

Although  the  court  cases  dragged  on 
for  over  a  year,  supervisor  Monk  said 
that  the  publicity  had  evidently  not  tar- 
nished the  agency's  reputation. □ 


Bear-hugged  bill  dies 

OTTAWA  —  Vancouver  MP  Pat 
Carney's  private  member's  bill  to 
amend  the  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act 
to  include  sexual  orientation  failed  to 
survive  second  reading  in  the  House  of 
Commons  June  19.  Although  ostensibly 
speaking  for  the  bill,  three  Liberal  MPs 
"talked  it  out"  beyond  the  one  hour  of 
debate  allotted  to  a  private  member's 
bill.  Carney's  failure  to  get  support 
from  Justice  Minister  Jean  Chretien 
doomed  the  bill,  and  her  aide  in  Ottawa 
described  Liberal  treatment  of  the  bill 
as  "bear-hugging  it  to  death. "□ 

Rights  body  fails  to  help 

NORTH  BAY  —  A  lesbian  telephone 
counsellor,  fired  by  the  local  board  of 
directors  of  Telecare  Ministries  because 
they  objected  to  her  questioning  their 
policy  on  homosexual  callers,  has  failed 
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to  receive  help  from  the  Northern 
Regional  office  of  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Commission  (OHRC)  in  nearby 
Sudbury. 

Telecare  asked  Cate  Lazarov  to  resign 
May  12  after  she  complained  about  a 
fellow  volunteer's  refusal  to  deal  with 
two  gay  callers  (see  June's  TBP) 

Lazarov  appealed  her  case  to  the 
OHRC  which  investigated  and  then 
called  her  to  announce  that  they  be- 
lieved everything  Telecare  told  them. 
Spokespersons  for  the  Christian  tele- 
phone counselling  service  claimed  that 
they  referred  people  with  questions 
about  homosexuality  to  Caring 
Homosexuals  Association  of  North  Bay 
(which  Lazarov  helped  found), 
OHRCpersonnel  told  her. 

"I'm  not  surprised  that  they  believed 
a  minister,  a  priest  and  a  bunch  of 
Christians  over  a  lesbian,"  Lazarov  told 
TBP. 


Gilles  Lapalme  and  Dan  Welch  of  the 
Sudbury  OHRC  office  both  refused  to 
comment  on  the  case  when  contacted  by 
TBP. 

Telecare  director  Winnie  Johnson, 
who  had  described  an  earlier  TBP  query 
as  "a  breach  of  ethics,"  could  not  be 
reached  for  further  comment. □ 

Private  straight  sex  OK 

VANCOUVER  —  A  British  Columbia 
judge  has  ruled  that  sex  in  a  parked  car 
is  not  indecent  if  the  act  is  not  done  in 
public.  Provincial  Court  Judge  Kerry 
Smith  made  the  ruling  in  dismissing 
charges  of  committing  an  indecent  act 
against  a  straight  couple  caught  in  a  car 
at  night  on  a  Vancouver  beach  by  police 
with  flashlights. 

Does  this  mean  Vancouver  police  will 
stop  entrapping  gay  people  in  parks  and 
beaches  at  night?  We're  not  holding  our 
breath.  □ 


Ten  years  ago  this  month,  150  rain-soaked  people  put  gay  liberation  into  the  nation 's  vocabulary 

Demo  launched  decade  of  gay  militancy 


Public  occasions  —  street  protests  and 
community  celebrations  —  have  become 
a  regular  and  accepted  part  of  our  grow- 
ing visibility.  Yet  only  ten  years  ago  in 
Canada  the  idea  of  homosexuals 
demonstrating  openly  and  making  polit- 
ical demands  was  almost  beyond  com- 
prehension. This  August,  in  fact,  marks 
the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  first  public 
gay  demonstration  in  Canadian  history. 

On  August  28,  1971  more  than  150 
people  marched  back  and  forth  across 
Parliament  Hill  in  Ottawa  to  draw 
attention  to  the  "demands  and 
grievances  of  homosexual  citizens" 
outlined  in  a  brief  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment. 

Clutching  umbrellas  and  makeshift 
rainwear  to  ward  off  an  afternoon 
downpour,  homosexual  men  and 
women  carried  placards  containing 
slogans  like  "We  will  not  hide  our  love 
away,"  "Homosexuals  are  human 
beings  too"  and  "Support  your  local 
monarch  —  hire  a  queen."  A  banner 
emblazoned  "Canada  True  North 
Strong  and  Gay"  led  off  the  march. 

Advance  publicity  and  correspon- 
dence show  that  the  organizers  were 
very  aware  of  the  historic  nature  of  the 
event.  They  billed  it  as  the  "the  first 
Canadian  homosexual  rally"  and  the 
"first  trans-Canada  and  open  demon- 
stration organized  by  homosexuals." 

The  August  28  date  was  chosen  to 
coincide  as  closely  as  possible  with  the 
anniversary  of  the  implementation  of 
the  1969  Criminal  Code  amendments. 
The  Omnibus  Bill  of  that  year  legalized 
sexual  acts  between  consenting  adults  in 
private  over  the  age  of  21. 

The  introduction  to  the  brief  explain- 
ed the  reasons  for  selecting  the  Criminal 
Code  amendment  date  as  a  rallying 
point.  Law  reform,  the  brief  stated,  had 
"done  little  to  alleviate  the  oppression 
of  homosexual  men  and  women  in  Can- 
ada. In  our  daily  lives  we  are  still  con- 
fronted with  discrimination,  police 
harassment,  exploitation  and  pressures 
to  conform  which  deny  our  sexuality." 

The  Ottawa  rally  was  coordinated  by 
a  newly  formed  political  group  called 
Toronto  Gay  Action  and  many  of  the 
participants  came  in  chartered  buses 
from  Toronto.  There  were  also  smaller 
delegations  from  Montreal,  Ottawa  and 
Kitchener- Waterloo.  Twelve  groups 
from  across  the  country  endorsed  the 


brief  to  the  government,  and  their 
names  included  Vancouver  Gay  Libera- 
tion Front,  Gay  Sisters,  The  University 
of  Western  Ontario  Homophile  Associa- 
tion and  Front  de  Liberation  Homosex- 
uel. 

The  speech  of  Charlie  Hill,  outgoing 
president  of  the  University  of  Toronto 
Homophile  Association,  characterized 
the  rally's  militant  tone.  "Today  marks 
a  turning  point  in  our  history,"  he  told 
the  rain-drenched  group  huddling  at  the 
base  of  the  Peace  Tower.  "No  longer 
are  we  going  to  petition  others  to  give  us 
our  rights  as  gifts.  We  are  here  to 
demand  them  as  equal  citizens." 

The  brief,  which  had  taken  months  of 
hard  work  to  research,  made  ten 
demands  of  the  federal  government. 
These  included:  removal  of  the  nebu- 
lous terms  "gross  indecency"  and 
"indecent  act"  from  the  Criminal 
Code,  a  uniform  age  of  consent,  the 
right  to  employment  at  all  levels  of 
government  service,  removal  of  all 
references  to  homosexuals  in  the  Immi- 
gration Act,  the  right  to  serve  in  the 
Armed  Forces,  an  end  to  RCMP  investi- 
gation into  people's  private  sexual  lives, 
equal  rights  for  gay  people  in  child 
custody  and  adoption,  and  all  legal 
rights  for  homosexuals  that  exist  for 
heterosexuals. 

(It  is  sobering  to  note  that  the  only 


real  demand  that  has  been  met  in  ten 
years  is  the  removal  in  1978  of  referen- 
ces to  homosexuality  in  the  Immigration 
Act.) 

People  who  were  in  the  demonstra- 
tion remember  that  the  rain  failed  to 
dampen  spirits.  According  to  David 
Newcome  of  Toronto,  there  was  a  sense 
of  euphoria  at  having  made  the 
seemingly  impossible  happen.  Charlie 
Hill,  now  a  curator  of  Canadian  Art  at 
the  National  Gallery,  recalls  that  there 
had  been  apprehensions  about  violent 
reactions  from  spectators.  As  it  turned 
out,  there  were  only  a  handful  of 
curious  tourists,  a  few  Parliament  Hill 
policemen  and  several  reporters  present. 

At  the  end  of  the  speeches,  everybody 
trooped  back  to  the  assembly  point 
under  the  portico  of  the  East  Block  and 
then  dispersed  to  get  something  warm  to 
drink  and  to  change  into  dry  clothes. 

A  more  profound  change  was  also 
beginning  in  Canada  that  day,  a  process 
of  social  change  which  will  count  ten 
years  as  but  a  moment  in  time.  "The 
day  of  the  homosexual  'scapegoat'  is 
over"  declared  a  prophetic  Toronto  Gay 
Action  flyer  soon  after  the  rally, 
"Homosexuals  are  uniting  all  over 
Canada.  Whatever  the  action  necessary, 
we  will  take  it  until  the  day  of  our 
freedom  and  equality  is  realized." 

Ed  Jackson  □ 


Rain  drops  kept  fallin':  Charlie  Hill  speaking  out  at  1971  rights  rally  in  Ottawa. 
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MARCH 
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PRIDE 
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VISIBILITY 

meeting  in 
park  beside 
519  CHURCH 
Street 

2  PM 

Saturday 

Sept.  26 

Women  Only  Please 

•  Cabaret/dance/party 
8pm  Scadding  Court 
Community  Centre 
707  Dundas  West 
(at  Bathurst) 

•  evening  daycare 
available  by  calling 
598-8116 

•  to  contact  organizing 
committee  to  help  with 
dance  or  demo  call  Gay 
Bell  at  466-3801. 

MANIF 

LESBIENNE 


WHY 

FLY  TO 

FLORIDA? 

Discover  our 
Southern  feel 
without  going 
South.  Fresh 
baked  bread, 
homemade 
desserts  and 
soups,  summer- 
time salads, 
deep  dish  quiche 
and  light  main 
entree.  Sunday 
brunch  with  live 
music  12  to  3 
p.m.  Flute  and 
piano  Tues  -  Sat 
p.m.  Come  relax 
and  enjoy. 
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HARPER'S  RESTAURANT  38  LOMBARD  ST. 
FOR  RESERVATIONS  CALL  863-6223 


KEY  WEST 
FANTASY  FEST 

EXCLUSIVE  HOUSE  PARTY 
OCT 25  TO  NOV  1 


$499 


OS- 


DOUBLE 


469  CHURCH  ST,  TORONTO 
961-8861 


Cypress  House 


— a  luxury  guest  house  mainly  for  men. 
Air  conditioning,  plenty  of  baths,  and  a 
tropical  swimming  pool  complement 
the  old-style  comfort  of  spacious 
rooms.  Closest  to  Sunset. 

Our  rates  include  breakfasts  and  social 

hours.  Summer  rates  from  $27  daily; 

weekly  rates  &  suites  available. 

Call  or  write  for  poster-brochure  or 

reservations: 

60 1C  Caroline  Street,  Key  West, 

Florida  33040        (305)  294-6969 


Bylaw  struck  down 

HAMILTON— The  Ontario  Supreme 
Court  ruled  June  18  that  censorious 
provisions  of  a  1979  city  bylaw  were 
"vague  and  discriminatory." 

The  bylaw  had  required  every  gro- 
cery, variety  and  drugstore  which  sold 
magazines  such  as  Playboy  and  Playgirl 
to  obtain  a  licence  as  an  "adult  enter- 
tainment parlour."  Such  magazines 
(even  though  cleared  by  customs  and 
the  Crown  Attorney)  were  to  be 
covered,  except  for  their  titles,  and 
stored  at  least  5  feet,  6  inches  off  the 
floor.  The  city  had  threatened  fines  as 
high  as  $25,000  if  an  owner  or  employee 
did  not  hold  a  proper  licence. 

Herman  Turkstra,  representing  Ham- 
ilton Independent  Variety  and  Confec- 
tionery Stores,  Inc,  told  a  panel  of  three 
Supreme  Court  judges  that  the  bylaw 
was  "a  gross  perversion"  of  Ontario 
legislation  originally  intended  to  clean 
up  body-rub  parlours. 

Mr  Justice  Donald  Steele,  in  striking 
down  the  bylaw's  provisions,  said,  "It  is 
clear  under  the  legislation  that  adult  en- 
tertainment parlour  means  a  principal 
business,  not  any  place  where  a  mag- 
azine is  sold."D 

GO  marks  first  decade 

OTTAWA  —  Mayor  Marion  Dewar 
will  offically  open  the  anniversary 
celebrations  of  Gays  of  Ottawa  to  be 
held  from  September  10  to  19.  The  na- 
tion's capital  will  be  treated  to  a  host  of 
gay  activities,  social,  cultural  and 
political. 

Three  exhibitions,  an  archives  display 
at  the  GO  centre,  an  art  show  by 
Evergon  at  the  Ann  Doran  Gallery  on 
Sussex  St  and  a  photographic  exhibition 
of  international  gay  and  lesbian  celeb- 
rities at  the  University  of  Ottawa  are 
planned.  Two  local  cinemas  and  the  Na- 
tional Film  Theatre  are  sponsoring 
special  film-showings.  And  Ottawa  LPs 
Academic  Hall  will  be  the  site  of  a  pro- 
duction of  Bent,  September  17  to  26. 

Founded  on  September  14,  1971, 
Gays  of  Ottawa /Gais  de  l'Outaouais 
(GO)  is  Canada's  oldest  gay  organiza- 
tion. In  the  ten  years  since  its  founding, 
GO  has  sponsored  ambitious  pro- 
grammes and  projects  including  several 
of  national  importance,  such  as  coor- 
dinating the  now-disbanded  National 
Gay  Rights  Coalition,  and  organizing 
national  conferences  in  1975  and  1979. 

For  most  of  the  past  decade,  GO  has 
had  an  active  and  effective  community 
services  committee  which  manages  a 
Gayline.  The  organization  has  twice 
received  federal  funding  to  carry  out 
community  outreach  projects. 

Gays  and  lesbians  from  the  Ottawa- 
Hull  region  now  have  access  to  a  gay 
community  centre,  which  includes  the 
GO  office,  a  Gayline,  a  meeting  room,  a 
bar  and  a  library.  The  centre,  situated  at 
175  Lisgar,  is  GO'S  fourth  home.  It 
replaces  an  earlier  centre,  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  February  1979.D 


Good  news  from  the  NDP 

New  Democrats  in  Ontario,  British  Col- 
umbia and  at  a  recent  federal  conven- 
tion have  been  taking  steps  to  repair  the 
party's  tarnished  reputation  for  dump- 
ing support  for  gay  rights  when  the  go- 
ing got  tough. 

The  BC  New  Democrats  have  become 
the  first  provincial  party  to  establish  a 
standing  committee  on  gay /lesbian 
issues.  But  it  didn't  come  about  without 
apparent  opposition  from  somewhere  in 
the  highest  levels  of  the  party  hierarchy. 

Jon  Gates,  a  university  gay  activist 


and  long-time  worker  in  the  NDP  in 
Vancouver,  decided  that  a  gay  caucus 
was  needed  in  the  party.  He  submitted 
an  ad  in  May  to  the  Democrat,  the  pro- 
vincial party  organ,  asking  for  those  in- 
terested in  such  a  group  to  contact  him. 
Although  the  ad  was  initially  approved 
by  the  Democrat's  editorial  committee, 
according  to  editor  Stephen  Brewer,  it 
was  subsequently  overruled  by  the  pro- 
vincial table  officers  (the  inner  circle  of 
the  party  executive). 

An  odd  compromise  was  then  worked 
out  whereby  a  letter  from  Gates  rather 
than  an  ad  was  accepted  for  publication 
in  the  June  issue. 

Gates'  next  step  was  to  request  that 
the  party  establish  a  permanent  policy 
subcommittee  on  gay /lesbian  issues.  BC 
NDP  Provincial  Council  approved  the 
proposal  June  14  after  a  long  discussion 
fueled  in  part  by  the  internal  controver- 
sy over  the  newspaper  ad.  "There  was 
debate,  I  won't  deny  that,  "  said 
Brewer.  "It  revolved  around  whether  or 
not  a  caucus  or  a  subcommittee  would 
be  exclusionary." 

Brewer  admitted  that  the  gay /lesbian 
subcommittee  is  really  no  different  from 
the  women's  rights  subcommittee,  for 
example,  which  advertises  regularly  in 
the  Democrat.  "Let's  face  it,"  he  said, 
"they  don't  encourage  men  to  attend 
their  events." 

Despite  the  approval  in  principle  of  a 
gay/lesbian  committee,  the  table  of- 
ficers have  again  used  the  "exclu- 
sionary" reason  to  reject  a  gay  caucus 
meeting  ad  slated  for  the  September 
issue  of  the  Democrat.  The  status  of 
such  ads  will  remain  in  limbo  until  the 
editorial  committee  and  the  party  ex- 
ecutive meet  in  September  to  review  the 
newspaper's  advertising  policy.  "Some- 
one in  the  party  is  unhappy,"  Brewer 
said.  "I  won't  try  to  pretend  that  there 
aren't  New  Democrats  who  want  no 
connection  between  gays  and  the  NDP." 

Gates  feels,  nevertheless,  that  the 
establishment  of  the  gay /lesbian  sub- 
committee is  an  important  step  forward 
because  it  will  be  able  to  develop  long- 
term  policy  initiatives  and  do  educa- 
tional work  at  the  grass-roots  level  of 
riding  associations.  The  new  committee 
has  both  gay  and  straight  members. 

The  Provincial  Council  of  the  On- 
tario NDP  gave  official  sanction  June  20 
to  a  strongly-worded  report  from  the 
committee  which  acts  as  watchdog  of 
Caucus  performance  at  Queen's  Park. 
The  report  concluded  that  the  Caucus 
and  the  party  had  "simply  copped  out" 
on  the  issue  of  gay  rights.  It  warned  that 
the  gay  issue  was  one  in  which  "the  gap 
between  party  policy  and  electoral 
stances  appears  to  have  become 
dangerously  wide." 

Two  of  the  major  leadership  can- 
didates soon  to  be  in  the  running  to 
replace  lame-duck  leader  Michael 
Cassidy,  Scarborough  MPP  Richard 
Johnston  and  federal  MP  Bob  Rae,  have 
both  criticized  the  NDP  for  not  sticking 
by  its  principles  on  the  gay  issue. 

At  the  Federal  NDP  Convention  in 
Vancouver  in  July,  a  desire  of  some  par- 
ty members  to  get  a  clear  statement  of 
policy  on  the  February  5  bath  raids 
enabled  a  resolution  from  the  Toronto 
riding  of  Trinity  to  make  it  to  a  vote  on 
the  convention  floor.  The  resolution, 
given  unexpected  priority  on  the  agen- 
da, passed  almost  unanimously  July  3. 
It  called  for  amendments  to  the 
Criminal  Code  to  ensure  that,  where 
violence  is  not  a  factor,  "in  acts  of  con- 
sensual sexual  activity,  the  right  of 
privacy  is  supreme." 

Ed  Jackson  □ 
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Pride '81:  more  people,  more  cities 


More  than  250,000  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  supporters  marched 
through  San  Francisco  June  28 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
others  celebrated  the  twelfth  anniver- 
sary of  the  Stonewall  riots  in  cities  and 
countries  around  the  world. 

The  San  Francisco  march  was  des- 
cribed by  local  media  as  a  "more  overt- 
ly political  event  than  in  recent  years,  in 
part  a  reflection  of  the  threat  many  gays 
see  in  the  Moral  Majority  and  other 
conservative  organizations."  The  lead 
banner  in  the  march  read  "The  Front 
Line  of  Freedom." 

The  planning  of  the  march  in  San 
Francisco  this  year  included  lesbians, 
the  disabled  and  ethnic  minority  gays. 
As  a  result,  the  infighting  and  disunity 
that  marred  last  year's  rally  were 
avoided. 

The  three-hour-long  march  was  led  by 
Dykes  on  Bikes,  a  lesbian  motorcycle 
club,  and  included  more  than  50  floats 
and  160  contingents  from  groups  such 
as  gay  and  lesbian  doctors,  florists, 
engineers,  chiropractors,  lawyers,  les- 
bian and  gay  Asians,  Black  and  White 
Men  Together,  drag  and  leather  queens 
and  the  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence. 

Pride  day  marches  were  held  for  the 
first  time  in  Durham,  North  Carolina; 
Memphis,  Tennessee;  Tampa,  Florida 
and  Phoenix,  Arizona.  35,000  people 
marched  in  Houston,  Texas,  15,000  in 
Chicago,  and  12,000  in  Boston,  making 
1981  the  best  attended  Pride  day  in  the 
history  of  those  cities. 

In  Boston,  city  officials  attempted  to 
change  the  parade  route  to  a  less  visible 
one  at  the  last  minute  but  march  organi- 
zers obtained  an  injunction  preventing 
any  changes. 

In  England,  the  march  was  moved 
from  London  to  the  northern  town  of 
Huddersfield,  which  has  been  the  scene 
of  a  vicious  anti-gay  campaign  by  local 
police.  More  than  2,000  lesbians  and 
gay  men  marched  through  the  town. 


Black  and  White  Men 
goes  international 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  About  150  gay 
men  from  the  US,  Canada  and  England 
came  together  in  San  Francisco  for 
three  days  at  the  first  annual  convention 
of  Black  and  White  Men  Together.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  groups  have  begun  in  several 
cities  and  the  convention  gave  these 
groups  an  opportunity  to  share  experi- 
ences, redefine  purpose  and  function 
and  explore  the  possibility  of  an 
organization. 

The  group  decided  unanimously  to 
call  itself  the  International  Association 
of  Black  and  White  Men  Together,  and 
recommended  that  those  who  wished  to 
use  the  name  agree  to  a  statement  of 
purpose.  The  statement  says  that  it  is  "a 
gay  interracial  organization  committed 
to  fostering  supportive  environments 
wherein  racial  and  cultural  barriers  can 
be  overcome  and  the  goal  of  human 
equality  realized."  The  organization 
aims  to  engage  in  educational,  political, 
cultural  and  social  activities  as  a  means 
of  dealing  with  the  racism,  sexism  and 
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"The  crowd  would  have  been  lost  in 
London,"  said  David  Thornton  of  Lon- 
don's newest  gay  paper,  Capital  Gay. 
"But  in  a  town  the  size  of  Huddersfield 
it  had  a  tremendous  impact.  The  entire 
town  turned  out  to  watch  us.  They  were 
standing  ten  deep  on  the  sidewalks." 

The  National  Front,  a  British  fascist 
group,  bussed  in  100  thugs  who  repeat- 
edly attempted  to  harass  the  marchers. 
At  one  point,  as  the  demonstration  was 
dispersing,  the  gang  attempted  to  block 
one  of  the  exit  routes  but  they  were 
quickly  swept  aside  by  placard-carrying 
marchers  singing  "Glad  To  Be  Gay." 

Mexico  City's  third  annual  lesbian 
and  gay  pride  demonstration  saw  5,000 
people  marching  along  the  city's  main 
thoroughfare  past  the  American  Embas- 
sy. According  to  Ignacio  Alvarez  of  the 
Frente  Homosexual  de  Accion  Revolu- 
cionaria,  numbers  were  down  from  last 
year  because  of  increased  repression. 
Police  have  stepped  up  raids  against  gay 


heterosexism  in  the  community  and  in 
the  lives  of  its  members." 

The  convention  approved  a  structure 
which  gives  local  groups  autonomy  and 
sees  the  International  Association  as  a 
means  of  communication. 

Black  and  White  Men  Together  plans 
to  start  a  Toronto  group.  "The  name 
does  not  mean  that  the  organization  is 
for  black  and  white  men  only,"  they 
explain.  "It  is  for  all  gay  men,  and  the 
use  of  black  and  white  is  to  dramatically 
represent  its  interracial  nature."  For 
more  information,  write  Drawer  C446, 
c/o  The  Body  Politic. □ 


Third  world  boy  love 
attacked  at  congress 

AMSTERDAM  —  A  report  to  the 
Third  International  Congress  on  Child 
Abuse  and  Neglect  by  a  representative 
of  the  Swiss  organization,  Terre  des 
hommes,  has  touched  off  another 
round  of  controversy  about  gay  tourism 
in  the  third  world. 

Tim  Bond,  a  sociologist  working  for 
Terre  des  hommes,  produced  a  report, 


Unity  in  diversity:  San  Francisco's  Black 
and  White  Men  Together,  Gay  Fathers  and 
250,000  others  marched  for  Gay  Pride  with 
a  new  militancy  this  year. 

bars  and  cruising  areas  over  the  last 
year,  and  on  June  2  two  drunken  off- 
duty  police  officers  broke  into  a  FAHR 
communal  house,  firing  several  shots 
and  beating  two  people.  At  least  ten 
people  were  arrested  by  police  on  three 
separate  occasions  while  they  were  leaf- 
leting  to  advertise  the  demonstration. 
Two  were  badly  beaten. 

The  rally  was  addressed  by  speakers 
from  the  National  Anti-Repression 
Front,  the  Communist  Party  of  Mexico 
and  several  Trotskyist  groups,  as  well  as 
the  country's  major  lesbian  and  gay 
groups,  FAHR,  OIKEBETH  and 
Lambda.  A  solidarity  greeting  was  read 
from  the  Democratic  Revolutionary 
Front  of  El  Salvador,  the  major  opposi- 
tion movement  in  that  neighbouring 
country. 

Pride  marches  were  also  held 
throughout  Europe.  The  Body  Politic 
apologizes  that  due  to  the  Canadian 
postal  strike  no  further  details  were 
available  at  the  time  of  publication.  □ 


based  on  two  weeks  of  research  in  Sri 
Lanka,  which  claimed  that  gay  tourists 
were  "exploiting"  and  "corrupting" 
local  boys.  The  report  was  quoted  in  Sri 
Lankan  papers  and  called  on  the  gov- 
ernment to  make  it  illegal  "for  any  visi- 
tor to  Sri  Lanka  on  a  tourist  visa  to 
entertain  or  receive  visits  or  employ  a 
boy  below  18  years."  The  report  appar- 
ently resulted  in  a  police  round-up  of  a 
large  number  of  poor  children  and 
orphans  in  Colombo  and  the  nearby 
resort  of  Negombo. 

Although  the  report  was  criticized  at 
the  conference,  it  was  supported  by  sev- 
eral delegates  including  Dr  Judianne 
Denscn-Gerber,  director  of  the  Ameri- 
can charity,  Odyssey  House.  Densen- 
Gerber  is  a  longtime  crusader  against 
"kiddy  porn." 

The  report  and  subsequent  newspaper 
articles  have  provoked  a  response  from 
the  publishers  of  the  Spartacus  Interna- 
tional Gay  Guide  which  was  accused  of 
publishing  "a  virtual  directory  of  boy 
prostitutes."  Spartacus,  which  itself 
called  attention  lo  the  fact  thai  some 
gay  tourists  were  "behaving  badly"  in  a 
series  of  articles  entitled  "The  Rape  of 
the  Third  World"  in  1980.  defended 


relationships  between  tourists  and 
youths.  "Adolescents  and  pre-adoles- 
cents  are  commonly  active  sexually  with 
members  of  their  own  sex  and,  in  a  sex- 
positive  society,  look  upon  them  as 
quite  natural.  Until  recently,  such 
positive,  healthy,  loving  attitudes  exist- 
ed in  the  Phillipines,  Sri  Lanka  and 
Thailand.  Boys  who  became  sexual 
companions  of  adults,  even  foreign 
adults,  did  rather  well,  lived  happily  and 
proudly  with  their  families  and  were 
able  to  hold  their  heads  high  in  com- 
pany with  their  peers." 

Spartacus  detailed  its  efforts  to 
expose  notorious  pimps  and  gave  exam- 
ples of  socially  responsible  relationships 
between  gay  tourists  and  boys.  They 
concluded,  "We  should  have  known 
that  hardened  opportunists  like  Judi- 
anne Densen-Gerber,  always  on  the 
lookout  for  a  new  racket  to  make  a 
quick  buck,  would  join  in  the  neo-mis- 
sionary  chorus  to  'save  the  children.'  "D 

Britt  moves  Frisco 
police  complaints  bill 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  widely  based 
campaign  to  establish  a  civilian  review 
of  complaints  against  the  San  Francisco 
Police  Department  is  being  spearheaded 
by  gay  Supervisor  Harry  Britt. 

The  campaign  began  last  May  when  a 
staff  member  of  Mayor  Diane  Fein- 
Stein's  complaints  bureau,  Catherine 
Barron,  prepared  a  confidential  report 
to  the  mayor  which  revealed  that  the 
Police  Department's  Internal  Affairs 
Bureau  (IAB)  was  not  properly  investi- 
gating complaints  of  police  miscon- 
duct. Barron's  report  cited  a  number  of 
cases  which  had  come  to  the  attention 
of  the  mayor's  office,  including  com- 
plaints of  a  racially  motivated  beating 
filed  by  a  member  of  the  mayor's  own 
staff  and  a  report  of  a  serious,  almost 
fatal  beating.  In  the  latter  case  evidence, 
a  large  pool  of  blood,  was  filmed  by  a 
television  crew.  Barron  provided  a  copy 
of  the  report  to  Britt,  who  released  it  to 
the  San  Francisco  press  when  Feinstein 
attempted  to  cover  it  up. 

In  the  ensuing  debate  over  the  report, 
Police  Chief  Con  Murphy  admitted  to 
members  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
that  out  of  a  total  of  362  complaints 
filed  against  the  police  during  the  first 
three  months  of  1981,  the  IAB  had  sus- 
tained only  one.  Nevertheless,  he 
charged,  the  Barron  report  was  inaccu- 
rate and  incomplete. 

On  June  1,  Britt  placed  two  motions 
before  the  Board  of  Supervisors  which, 
if  passed,  would  establish  an  Office  of 
Citizens'  Investigation  to  review  com- 
plaints of  police  misconduct  and  an 
Advisory  Council  to  the  Police  Com- 
mission to  improve  police-community 
relations.  Britt's  proposals  have  receiv- 
ed the  active  support  of  the  city's  Gay 
Democratic  Club,  the  Chinese  Demo- 
cratic Club,  the  Council  for  Economic 
Democracy,  the  New  American  Move- 
ment and  a  number  of  neighbourhood 
associations.  In  addition,  the  city's  nor- 
mally conservative  Bv  Association  h.is 
endorse  the  principle  of  civilian  review 
of  complaints  against  the  police. 
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ROBERT  W.  CRICHTON 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
LTD. 


•  Home 

•  Aulo 

•  Business 

•  Life 

•  Disability 

•  Group 

Bob  Crichton 


122  ST.  PATRICK  STREET 

SUITE  506. 

TORONTO.  ONTARIO.  M5T  2X8 

(416)597-1080 
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LIBRAIRIE 

L'ANDROGYNE 

BOOKSTORE 

Gay,  lesbian  and 
feminist  literature 
and  non-sexist  books 
for  children. 

Enfrancaisaussi! 

1217  Crescent 
Montreal,  Quebec 
H3G2B1*  866-2131 
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House 

the  INN  place 


•  W79  FlimiNG  STREET,  KEY  WEST.  FLORIDA  33040      TELEPHONE  305/294-6264    VISA.  mc.  AE.  TELECHEK     • 


You  are  invited  to  the 

4th  Atlantic  Community  Conference 

of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men,  sponsored  by  the 

Atlantic  Gay  Association 

October  16th,  17th  and  18th 
in  beautiful  Fredericton,  New  Brunswick 


Theme: 
Guest  Speaker: 

Workshops: 
Entertainment: 

Art  display  and  sale: 


LIVING  GAY 

DON  CLARK,  psychologist  and 
author  of  Loving  Someone  Gay 
and  Living  Gay 

To  be  announced 

Welcoming  reception 

Gay- Positive  Musician:  Willie  Sordill 

Dance  •  Maritime  Hospitality 

Atlantic  region  gay  artists,  poets 

and  writers 


Registration:  $25.00 
Pre-registration  by  October  1, 1981:  $20.00 

Billeting  and  childcare  provided.  Accommodation  for  the  disabled, 

the  hearing  impaired  and  the  sight-impaired  will  be  provided 

upon  preregistration  request. 

For  more  information  write  to: 

F.L.A.G. 

Fredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays 
Box  1556,  Station  A,  Fredericton,  NBE3B  5G2 

or  call  the  FLAG  line  on  any  Tuesday  or  Thursday 
7  to  9 p.m.,  at  (506)  472-9576 


British  director  faces  charge 
as  Whitehouse  attacks  play 


LONDON  —  Director  Michael 
Bogdanov  has  been  ordered  to  stand 
trial  on  a  count  of  procuring  an  act  of 
gross  indecency,  for  his  play,  The 
Romans  in  Britain. 

The  play,  an  anti-colonial  drama, 
draws  parallels  between  the  Roman  oc- 
cupation of  Britain  and  the  British  oc- 
cupation of  Northern  Ireland.  It  fin- 
ished an  eight-month  run  at  London's 
prestigious  National  Theatre  in  June. 

The  charges  were  laid  by  Mary 
Whitehouse,  founder  of  the  anti-porno- 
graphy National  Viewers'  and  Listeners' 
Association.  Whitehouse  objected  to  a 
homosexual  rape  scene  in  which  a  cruel 
Roman  soldier  assaults  a  naked  Druid. 


NAMBLA  responds 
to  major  cop  attack 

NEW  YORK  —  In  what  has  been  des- 
cribed as  "a  systematic  campaign  of 
harrassment  intended  to  destroy  the 
organization,"  the  FBI,  State  and  local 
police  have  charged  two  steering  com- 
mittee members  of  the  North  American 
Man  Boy  Love  Association  (NAMBLA) 
with  sodomy  and  sexual  abuse  of 
minors  and  have  attempted  to  subpoena 
three  other  NAMBLA  steering  commit- 
tee members  to  appear  before  a  grand 
jury. 

The  arrests  took  place  July  1 1  when 
30  police,  guns  drawn,  burst  into  the 
Long  Island  home  of  Martin  Swithin- 
bank,  a  member  of  NAMBLA's  steering 
committee.  Swithinbank,  another  steer- 
ing committee  member,  Jerry  Fox,  and 
two  teenagers  who  were  watching  televi- 
sion at  the  time  were  taken  into  custody 
and  interrogated  for  ten  hours  by  teams 
of  policemen.  At  the  same  time,  two 
other  men  were  arrested  and  charged 
with  endangering  the  welfare  of  a  minor 
in  another  part  of  the  city.  Although 
Fox  was  released  on  $5,000  bail,  Swith- 
inbank's  bail  was  set  at  $100,000.  He  is 
still  in  custody.  When  friends  went  to 
secure  the  house  sometime  later,  they 
found  it  completely  ransacked. 

Several  hundred  videotapes  were 
seized  at  the  home  and  police  announ- 
ced that  they  portrayed  sex  acts  with 
minors.  New  York  media  complied  with 
lurid  headlines  about  boy  porn  and 
prostitution  rings.  It  was  later  revealed 
that  the  tapes  were  old  television  pro- 
grammes, including  /  Love  Lucy  and 
Walt  Disney,  which  Swithinbank  was 
using  for  a  book  about  video  technolo- 
gy. No  prostitution  charges  have  been 
laid. 

Police  reported  that  they  had  rented  a 
neighbouring  house  for  three  months 
and  had  photographed  everyone  seen 
entering  Swithinbank's  home.  A  num- 
ber of  young  men  had  also  been  inter- 
rogated. In  the  course  of  these  interro- 
gations, police  showed  the  youths  a  list 
of  names  of  other  NAMBLA  members 
against  whom  they  wanted  to  "set  up  a 
case." 

Half  a  dozen  NAMBLA  members  have 
subsequently  been  picked  up  for  ques- 
tioning across  the  US  but  only  two  other 
men  have  been  charged.  NAMBLA 
spokesperson  Tom  Reeves  felt  that  the 
failure  of  the  police  to  make  further 
arrests  was  largely  due  to  the  immediate 
response  of  the  organization. 

"NAMBLA  contacted  all  the  men 
involved  and  saw  to  it  that  all  had  legal 


Under  the  Sexual  Offences  Act  a 
similar  scene  involving  a  woman  could 
not  have  been  prosecuted.  Judge 
Kenneth  Harington,  who  ruled  the  case 
must  procede,  admitted  it  might  be 
absurd  that  Bogdanov  could  not  have 
been  charged  if  the  rape  had  been  of  a 
woman,  but  said,  "I  must  interpret  the 
law  as  it  stands." 

Whitehouse  earned  her  reputation  as 
Britain's  version  of  Anita  Bryant  after 
she  revived  an  ancient  blasphemy  law 
and  successfully  prosecuted  the  British 
paper  Gay  News  for  a  poem  published 
in  June  1976. 

The  trial  is  expected  to  take  place  in 
the  fall.  If  convicted,  Bogdanov  could 
face  a  maximum  two-year  jail  sentence.  □ 


counsel,"  he  said.  "A  libel  suit  was  laid 
against  WINS,  a  New  York  radio  station 
for  its  news  reports  and  another  is  pend- 
ing against  the  New  York  Daily  News. 
With  the  help  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  the  subpoenas  against 
the  other  NAMBLA  steering  committee 
members  were  adjourned  indefinitely 
and  the  Grand  Jury  investigation  has 
been  postponed  for  three  weeks." 

Reeves  also  reported  that  NAMBLA 
contacted  the  families  of  the  boys  con- 
cerned, and  most  of  the  parents  were 
furious  about  the  treatment  of  their 
sons  by  the  police.  In  several  cases 
parents  had  been  fully  aware  of  their 
children's  relationships.  An  official 
complaint  of  police  brutality  has  now 
been  laid.  Police  also  interrogated 
members  of  a  New  York  gay  youth 
group,  Gay  and  Young. 

Solidarity  messages  have  been 
received  from  a  number  of  lesbian,  fem- 
inist, gay  and  progressive  organizations, 
some  of  whom  had  previously  refused 
to  be  involved  in  boy-love  issues. 

"I  don't  think  it's  over  yet,"  said 
Reeves.  "The  police  seem  determined  to 
set  up  a  case  against  the  NAMBLA  lead- 
ership, but  we've  stopped  them  for  the 
time  being.  I  don't  think  they  expected 
we'd  be  strong  enough  to  respond." D 

Boston  bar  bust  nets 
thirty  for  lewdness 

BOSTON  —  A  July  26  Boston  Vice 
Squad  raid  on  the  basement  room  of  the 
gay  bar  Quagmire  netted  30  of  its  male 
patrons,  while  an  estimated  dozen 
others  escaped  through  a  back  door. 
Also  arrested  at  the  scene  were  Quag- 
mire owner  Lloyd  Swanson  and  mana- 
ger Barclay  Churchill. 

The  30  men  were  charged  with  "open 
and  gross  lewdness."  However,  one  of 
those  charged  told  Boston's  Gay  Com- 
munity News  that  only  3  or  4  of  the  men 
were  having  sex  when  the  police  entered 
the  premises,  and  they  were  quietly 
engaged  in  the  corner  of  the  room;  the 
other  men  present  were  simply  watching 
a  movie.  In  addition  to  other  counts 
against  them,  Swanson  and  Churchill 
were  charged  with  "showing  a  movie  on 
Sunday  without  a  permit." 

Several  of  the  men  arrested  com- 
plained of  harassment  and  poor  treat- 
ment at  the  hands  of  the  police.  □ 

International  News  Credits 
Gay  Life  (Chicago),  Gay  Community  News 
(Boston),  GLC  Voice  (Minneapolis),  The 
Blade  (Washington,  DC),  Gazette  (Atlanta), 
Gay  News  (London),  Spartacus  International 
(Amsterdam),  Tony  Souza  (San  Francisco). 


16YTHE  BODY  POLITIC 


SEPTEMBER  1981 


"Gay"  cancer  and  burning  flesh: 
the  media  didn't  investigate 


Three  recent  news  reports  carried  by 
major  newspapers  and  news  media 
throughout  North  America  have  dem- 
onstrated a  persistent  capacity  for 
major  distortions  in  their  coverage  of 
gay-related  issues. 

In  the  most  recent  case,  all  of  the 
major  press  in  North  America,  and 
news  media  as  far  away  as  Australia, 
gave  priority  coverage  to  wire-service 
stories  of  a  massive  July  10  fire  in  San 
Francisco  which  described  its  point  of 
origin  as  "homosexual  S&M  slave  quar- 
ters." According  to  these  reports, 
firemen  fighting  the  blaze  had  smelt 
"burning  flesh"  and  were  concerned 
that  men  "chained  to  beds"  had  been 
"burnt  alive." 

The  actual  facts  of  the  fire  were 
revealed  shortly  thereafter  in  the  San 
Francisco  gay  press.  The  building  in 
question  was  a  remodeled  hotel  about  to 
open  under  straight  management.  Four 
years  ago  the  same  building  housed  a 
gay  bathhouse,  but  this  bathhouse  never 
catered  to  an  S&M  clientele.  No  bodies 
were  discovered  in  the  burnt  ruins. 

None  of  the  international  news  media 
which  had  carried  the  original  wire- 
service  stories  printed  a  correction. 

An  earlier  story  focusing  on  "homo- 
sexual S&M"  in  San  Francisco  was 
printed  by  The  Chronicle  last  spring, 
and  then  carried  by  the  major  wire  ser- 
vices. According  to  the  Chronicle  arti- 
cle, San  Francisco  City  Coroner  Boyd 
Stephens  conducted  a  "safety  workshop 
for  masochists"  last  February  10  to  in- 
form them  on  how  to  avoid  injury  and 
death  from  gay  S&M  sex. 

Subsequent  investigations  by  the  local 
gay  press  revealed  that  the  meeting  was 
concerned  with  the  effects  of  violence 
against  the  gay  community,  and  in  par- 
ticular, with  assaults,  murder  and  arson. 
S&M  had  been  mentioned  once  in  the 
entire  meeting,  and  then  only  in  pass- 
ing. (S&M  sex  does  not  involve  vio- 
lence, but  the  acting  out  of  roles  of  sub- 
mission and  domination.) 

The  Sentinel,  a  local  gay  paper,  has 
filed  a  complaint  concerning  the 
Chronicle  with  the  National  News 
Council,  the  national  ethics  body  of  US 
journalism. 

The  July  3  issue  of  the  New  York 
Times  ran  an  article  with  the  charming 
title  "Rare  Cancer  Found  in  41  Homo- 
sexuals," a  synopsis  of  which  was  sub- 
sequently published  in  hundreds  of 
North  American  newspapers  through 
the  New  York  Times  News  Service. 
Author  Lawrence  Altman,  a  science 
reporter  of  some  reputation,  included  a 
number  of  serious  errors  in  his  report 
on  the  unpublished  work  Dr  Alvin 
Friedman-Kien  linking  Kaposi's 
Sarcoma  (KS),  a  relatively  uncommon 
form  of  cancer,  to  gay  men. 

Among  other  errors  of  fact,  Altman 
suggests  the  KS  is  rapidly  fatal  and 
largely  incurable,  while  current  medical 
literature  identifies  it  as  one  of  the 
forms  of  cancer  easiest  to  cure.  Altman 
also  quotes  a  Dr  James  Curran  to  the 
effect  that  no  cases  of  the  disease  have 
been  reported  "outside  of  the  homosex- 
ual community  or  in  women."  This  is 
an  obvious  misstatement,  for  KS  has 
been  documented  in  all  ages,  sexual 
orientations  and  sexes,  and  the  par- 
ticularly high  rate  of  its  incidence 
among  young  gay  men  is  a  relatively 
recent  phenomenon. 

The  most  pernicious  section  of  the 
article,  however,  is  the  manner  in  which 
it  suggests  a  causal  link  between  the  sex 


lives  of  gay  men  and  KS.  Although  there 
has  been  no  systematic,  scientific  study 
of  the  men  involved,  Altman  provides 
some  highly  questionable  speculation  on 
the  nature  of  the  disease.  Most  cases,  he 
reports,  involved  men  who  had  had 
multiple  and  frequent  sexual  encounters 
with  different  partners  —  ten  a  day  for 
four  days  a  week.  (It  was  not  explained 
why  someone  who  would  seek  ten  part- 
ners a  day  would  stop  at  four  days  a 
week.) 

Lest  there  be  any  confusion  about  the 
role  of  divine  providence  and  its 
almighty  punishment  in  this  breakout  of 
KS  among  gay  men,  the  New  York 
Times  News  Service  begins  its  story  with 
the  announcement  that  the  high  rate  of 
KS  had  "brought  fear  to  homosexual 
men."  A  similar,  and  untenable  link  be- 
tween cervical  cancer  and  "excessive 
sexual  intercourse"  in  women  was  made 
in  another  recent  study;  later,  systematic 
studies  demonstrated  that  any  connec- 
tion was  simply  coincidental. 

What  Altman  failed  to  explain  was 
the  fact  that  one  of  the  other  few 
reported  instances  of  multiple  cases  of 
KS  has  been  among  tropical  African 
youth.  And  if  there  is  one  thing  that 
urban  American  gay  men  do  not  have  in 
common  with  rural  African  youth,  it  is 
the  patterns  of  their  sexual  activity. 

Chalk  up  three  more  for  the  world  of 
objective  news  reporting.  □ 

British  woman  fights 
anti-lesbian  sacking 

LONDON  —  A  thirty-year-old  British 
woman,  Susan  Shell,  failed  in  an 
attempt  to  force  Barking  Council  to 
reinstate  her  in  her  job  as  a  night-care 
attendant  in  a  Girl's  Hostel  June  11. 
Both  she  and  her  union,  the  National 
Union  of  Public  Employees,  have 
vowed  to  continue  to  fight  the  case. 

Shell  was  fired  May  13  after  the  local 
council,  her  employer,  found  out  she 
was  a  lesbian.  She  was  never  accused  of 
misconduct  and  her  work  record  was 
described  as  "exemplary." 

Over  70  people  picketed  the  Council 
offices  on  June  9  to  protest  Shell's 
firing  and  a  second  picket  was  held  July 
1 .  "This  is  not  the  end  of  the  fight  by 
any  means,"  said  John  McKay  of  Gay 
Rights  at  Work,  "We're  absolutely 
determined  that  Susan  is  going  to  get 
her  job  back  unconditionally.  This  is  a 
Labour  (Party)  council  and  we're  get- 
ting all  the  Labour  wards  in  East 
London  to  discuss  the  case  and  put  in- 
ternal pressure  on  the  council. "□ 

Killer  judged  insane 
after  assault  on  bars 

NEW  YORK  —  Ronald  Crumpley,  the 
self-confessed  killer  of  two  Greenwich 
Village  gay  men,  was  found  "not 
responsible  for  his  acts  by  reason  of  in- 
sanity" July  24  by  a  Manhattan  jury. 

On  November  19  of  last  year 
Crumpley,  the  38-year-old  son  of  a 
preacher  and  a  former  police  officer, 
opened  fire  with  a  sub-machine  gun  on 
two  New  York  gay  bars.  The  Ramrod, 
and  Sneakers.  Two  men  inside  I  be 
Ramrod,  Jorg  Wenz,  24,  and  Vernon 
Koenig,  21,  were  fatally  shot.  Six  others 
were  wounded. 

Crumpley  will  be  imprisoned  in  a  hos 

pital  lor  the  criminally  insane  until  such 
time  as  he  is  cured 


XCELLENCE 

IN    FRAMING 
&  ARTWORK 


FAVAC  (Film  And  Video  Artists  Against  Censorship)  is 
an  organization  dedicated  to  lobbying  government 
ministers  so  that  the  Board  of  Censors  is  replaced 
by  a  Classification  Board  which  no  longer  has  the 
power  to  cut  or  ban  material.  FAVAC  also  proposes 
that  the  screening  of  all  cultural,  non-commercial 
film  and  video  work  should  be  considered  outside 
the    jurisdiction  of  any  Theatres   Act   in  Ontario. 

Help  end  the  power  of  Provincial  censors  to  deter- 
mine what  Canadian  artists  can  show  and  Canadian 
audiences   can   see.      Send   donations    to i 

ART  CENS0RSH1 f 

Suite  ^03 

144    Front   St.    W. 

Tor.    M5J    ' 
Each   donation   of  $10   will    recrivp   a    17"x    24"print  of 
the   above   poster. 
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GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
TORONTO  THIS 
MONTH 


Stage 


Tamara.  A  fascinating  exercise  in 
theatre,  in  which  the  audience  follows 
whichever  of  the  ten  characters  it  wants 
to  through  historic  Strachan  House. 
Lesbianism  is  one  of  the  underlying 
themes  of  the  play.  Strachan  House, 
Trinity  Bellwoods  Park,  790  Queen  St 
W.  Tues-Sat  8  pm.  Wed,  Sat,  Sun 
matinees  2  pm.  363-6401.  Through 
October. 

□  Let  My  People  Come.  A  musical 
about  sex,  including  some  lesbian  and 
gay  material.  Basin  St  Cabaret, 

180  Queen  St  W.  Mon-Thurs  9  pm.  Fri- 
Sat  8  &  1  pm.  598-3013.  Unlimited  run. 

□  A  Chorus  Line.  The  long-running 
Broadway  musical  returns  to  Toronto 
for  a  third  run.  O'Keefe  Centre.  Tues- 
Thurs  8  pm.  Wed  mat  at  2  pm.  Fri-Sat 
6:30  and  10  pm.  Tickets  at  BASS  outlets 
or  call  698-2626.  Through  August  29. 
□The  Club.  Eve  Merriam's  spoof  of  an 
Edwardian  gentlemen's  club  in  which  all 
the  characters  are  played  by  women. 
Part  entertaining  music  hall,  part  savage 
attack  on  male  chauvinism.  Harbour- 
front,  235  Queen's  Quay  W.  August 
26-29.  869-8412. 


□  St  Joan.  George  Bernard  Shaw's  wit- 
ty retelling  of  the  Joan  of  Arc  story  is 
influenced  in  part  by  the  author's 
feminist  beliefs.  In  repertory  with  other 
productions  at  the  Shaw  Festival, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.  468-3201  (Toron- 
to line).  Through  October. 

□  Dusa,  Fish,  Stas  and  Vi.  Pam  Gems's 
feminist  piece  of  theatre  is  both  funny 
and  knowing.  The  audience  enters  into 
the  world  of  four  women  who  live 
together  and  draw  strength  from  each 
other.  A  workshop  presentation  by  WM 
Productions.  Alumnae  Theatre,  70  Ber- 
keley St.  Sept  21-27,  8  pm.  787-0043. 

□  Fireweed  Festival.  Fourth  annual 
celebration.  A  day  of  video,  poetry 
readings  and  drama.  Trash  Fashion  Par- 
ty Dance  in  evening.  Sept  19,  all  day 
and  evening.  Music  Gallery,  30  St 
Patrick  St.  Info:  626-5465.  Sponsored 
by  feminist  journal  Fireweed. 

□  Playgrounds.  Judith  Marcuse's  latest 
dance  piece,  featuring  a  unique  combin- 
ation of  artists  from  across  North 
America.  Tickets  $6  to  $10  at  Harbour- 
front  (869-8412)  or  BASS  outlets.  Mar- 
cuse's latest  piece,  at  the  1980  Shaw 
Festival,  was  hailed  by  critics  as  the 
dance  event  of  the  year.  Sept  8  to  13. 


a 
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Play  Ball! 

The  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball 
League's  Gay  World  Series  swings 
into  a  week  of  baseball  fun  and 
frivolity  August  28.  American  par- 
ticipants will  start  arriving  at 
MCC's  Reception  Centre,  730 
Bathurst  St,  all  day  Friday  and 
Saturday.  The  night-long 
'  'Ripped"  dance  party  Saturday 
evening  at  the  Concert  Hall  will 
get  people  in  a  fine  mood  for  Open- 
ing Ceremonies  3  pm  the  next  day  in 
Riverdale  Park.  There  are  two  competi- 
tion games  that  day  and  lots  more  on 
Mon,  Tues,  Thurs  and  Fri  at  both  the 
Logan  and  Lakeshore  diamonds.  Final 
games  on  Sat,  Sept  5  in  Riverdale 
Park.  There 's  a  '  'Showboat  Cruise ' ' 
in  the  harbour  the  evening  of  Sept  1, 
an  Awards  Banquet  with  live  enter- 
tainment Sept  5  in  the  downtown 
Holiday  Inn  and  the  "Fever- 
pitch"  dance  Sept  4.  Pitchers 
and  catchers,  players  and 
fans,  Yanks  and  Canucks  — 
get  ready!  For  more  up-to- 
date  info,  consult  the  Series  V 
handbook,  or  call  the  round-the- 
clock  Hotline  at  363-8877. 


20/THE  BODY  POLITIC 


□  Coriolanus.  Shakespeare's  rarely- 
performed  Roman  tragedy  receives  an 
exciting  production  under  Brian  Bed- 
ford's direction.  The  sexual  tension  be- 
tween the  title  character  (Len  Cariou) 
and  his  rival  Tullus  Aufidius  (Scott 
Hylands)  is  palpable.  Hylands,  as  a 
leather-and-fur  clad  barbarian,  is 
himself  worth  the  price  of  admission. 
Stratford  Festival,  Stratford.  363-4471 
(Toronto  line).  Through  September  5. 

□  Kaddish.  An  adaptation  of  Allen 
Ginsberg's  poem  about  his  mother 
Naomi  and  his  relationship  with  her, 
presented  by  Nephesh  Theatre  Com- 
pany. On  August  29  and  30,  Ginsberg 
will  give  a  poetry  reading.  Theatre  Passe 
Muraille,  16  Ryerson  Avenue.  Tues-Sat 
8:30  pm.  Sun  2:30  pm.  Through  Sept 
13.  363-8988. 


Cinema 


Current: 

□The  Celluloid  Closet.  Vito  Russo, 
film  critic  for  The  Village  Voice  and 
Soho  News,  gives  a  lively  talk  about  gay 
images  in  Hollywood  films  over  the 
years.  Based  on  his  new  book  by  the 
same  name,  Russo 's  presentation  is 
highlighted  by  an  amazing  series  of  film 
clips  of  sissies  and  sickies,  victims  and 
criminals.  Followed  by  round-table  dis- 
cussion and  audience  participation. 
Possible  panel  members:  Arthur  Bell  of 
The  Village  Voice  and  David  Overbey, 
film  critic  for  Film  Comment  and  pro- 
grammer for  the  Festival  of  Festivals. 
Tickets  are  $6,  available  at  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  and  the  Festival  Theatre  box 
office.  All  proceeds  to  The  Body 
Politic.  Show  starts  at  8  pm.  Doors 
open  at  7  pm;  come  early  and  get  a 
good  seat.  Festival  Theatre,  651  Yonge 
St.  Tues,  Sept  9.  Info:  977-6320. 

□  Lili  Marleen.  Dir:  R  W  Fassbinder. 
With  Hanna  Schygulla,  Giancarlo  Gian- 
nini.  Lili,  a  singer,  is  both  a  leading 
Nazi  entertainer  and  lover  of  a  member 
of  the  resistance.  Political  paralysis  set 
against  a  backdrop  of  Nazi  excess,  this 
film  allows  Fassbinder  his  own  cleverest 
excesses.  Fine  Arts,  2492  Yonge  St, 
487-4548. 

□  Zorro,  the  Gay  Blade.  Dir:  Peter 
Medak.  With  George  Hamilton,  Lauren 
Hutton.  Sucking  blood  from  Cage  aux 
Folles  to  sustain  itself,  this  thin  send-up 
gives  Zorro  an  effeminate  brother,  a 
"swishbuckler"  in  designer-colour 
capes.  A  faggot  joke  that  never  cries 
"Faggot!",  it's  either  mild  camp  or 
confirmation  of  the  dumbest  homopho- 
bic suspicions.  Reviewed  this  issue. 
Sheraton  Centre,  123  Queen  W, 
864-1412. 

□  La  Cage  aux  folles.  Dir:  Edouard 
Molinaro.  With  Ugo  Tognazzi  and 
Michel  Serrault.  Uptown  3.  922-3113. 

Repertory: 

□  Women  in  Love.  Dir:  Ken  Russell. 
With  Glenda  Jackson,  Alan  Bates. 
Intense  examination  of  male  bonding 
and  sexual  repression,  tribalism  and 


Festival  of  Festivals 

Toronto 's  sixth  Festival  of  Festivals  runs 
Sept  10  to  19.  It's  crammed  chock-a-block 
with  film  series,  including  "Critic's 
Choice, "  an  international  selection  of  18 
films  by  Paris-based  gay  critic  David 
Overbey.  He  plans  a  double-bill  of  gay- 
related  cinema:  Squeeze  (New  Zealand),  a 
love-triangle  story  of  a  man,  his  fiancee  and 
his  boyfriend,  and  Short  Circuit  (France),  a 
gay  motorcycle  crime  drama.  Seven  other 
series  are  scheduled,  including  "Third 
Dementia,  "  a  3-D  retrospective  (Grace  Kelly 
in  3-D  —  at  last!).  Several  films  focus  on 
the  unsanforized  world  of  outsiders,  crimin- 
als and  street  people:  Christians  F  (the  sen- 
sational story  of  West  Berlin 's  13-year-old 
drug  addicts  and  prostitutes);  Brazil's  Pix- 
tou;  West  Germany's  Angels  of  Iron  and 
Asphalt  Night.  Silver,  Student  and  Gala 
Passes.  For  more  thrilling,  star-studded, 
glamorous  info,  call  967-7371. 


ritual  in  Edwardian  England.  Deftly 
acted  and  directed  with  a  sophisticated 
sensuality  rare  in  Russell's  later  work. 
Bloor  Cinema,  7:00  pm.  Thurs,  Sept  3. 
532-6677. 


TV/Radio 


□  Michael:  A  Gay  Son.  Re-broadcast  of 
popular  documentary  by  Toronto  film- 
maker Bruce  Glawson,  winner  in  the  re- 
cent New  York  American  Film  Festival. 
Followed  by  phone-in  discussion.  TV 
Ontario,  Thurs,  Sept  3  at  10  pm. 


Music 


□  Hamburger  Patti  and  the  Helpers. 

Toronto  rock  band  featuring  Sherri 
Shute.  Fri,  Sept  11  at  St  Michael's  Col- 
lege, U  of  T.  Call  SAC  (Student  Admin- 
istrative Council)  for  further  details. 

□  Mama  Quilla  II.  Popular  women's 
rock  band  featuring  lead  singer  Lor- 
raine Segatto.  Fri,  Sept  4  and  Sat,  Sept 
5  at  Cabana  Room,  Spadina  Hotel,  460 
King  St  W.  368-0729. 

□Therese  Edell  Concert.  Popular 
singer  on  the  women's  music  circuit 
with  a  husky  alto  voice  and  acoustic 
guitar.  Accompanied  by  musician  and 
vocalist  Betsy  Lippitt.  Fri,  Sept  4  at 
8  pm  in  the  Brigantine  Room  at  Har- 
bourfront.  Interpreted  for  hearing- 
impaired,  childcare  provided,  wheel- 
chair accessible.  Produced  by  Womynly 
Way  Productions.  Tickets  $5,  available 
in  advance  at  Toronto  Women's  Book- 
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store,  Harbourfront  Box  Office  or 
at  all  BASS  outlets. 
□  June  Millington  Concert.  Solo 
performance  by  singer  with  var- 
ied background  in  women's  music. 
Sings  black,  Latin  music  as  well  as 
ballads  and  rock  'n'  roll.  Performed  in" 
first  nationally-known  all-woman  rock 
band.  Also  produced  albums  by  Holly 
Near  and  Chris  Williamson.  Thurs,  Sept 
24.  Brigantine  Room  at  Harbourfront, 
8  pm.  Interpreted  for  hearing-impaired, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Childcare  provi- 
ded. Tickets  available  in  advance  from 
Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  Harbour- 
front Box  Office  and  BASS  outlets. 
A  Womynly  Way  Production. 


Art 


D Surface  Tension.  Four  British  artists 
(three  print-makers,  one  painter).  Of 
particular  note  is  Richard  Walker, 
whose  work  has  been  seen  at  1 8  East. 
Aug  26  to  Sept  7.  Notation  Studios,  52 
McCaul  St.  598-1368. 

□  Matthew  Gould.  Energetic  art  with  a 
child-like  quality.  Drawings  and  oil 
paintings.  Aug  29  to  Sept  13.  Punchin- 
ello Gallery,  940  Queen  St  E.  Sat  11  am- 
8  pm,  Sun  1 1  am-5  pm,  weekdays  by 
appointment.  463-3146. 

□  Lipstick.  David  Palmer  shows  his 
abstract  canvasses  and  Mary  Noble 
shows  photos  during  month  of  Sept. 
580  Parliament  St.  922-6655. 

Chroma  Zone.  A  new  co-op  gallery 
opens  with  show  of  the  organizing  art- 
ists, along  with  five  invited  artists. 
Includes  Brian  Burnett,  Rae  Johnson, 
Oliver  Girling,  Stephen  Niblock,  Andy 
Fabo.  Opening  Sept  15,  8  pm.  Through 
Oct  3.  320  Spadina  Ave. 


Restaurants/Cafes 

□Crispins.  64  Gerrard  St  E.  977-1919.  Medium- 
priced  restaurant. 

[  jEmpire  Diner.  678  Yonge  St.  967-331 1 . 
Restaurant  and  after-hours  cafe. 

□Fare  Exchange.  4  Irwin  Ave.  923-5924.  Small 
neighbourhood  cafe 

Hugo's.  9  Imperial  St  (one  block  north  of 
Oavisville  subway  stop).  487-9233.  Medium-priced 
French  restaurant 

Lipstick.  580  Parliament  St.  922-6655.  Cafe-bar 
with  informal  dining. 

Neighbours.  562  Church  St.  924-1972.  Medium- 
priced  restaurant 

□Pimblett's.  249  Gerrard  St  E.  929-9525.  English 
bistro  with  dinner  menu. 


Bars 


The  Barn.  83  Granby  St  977-4702  Leather  and 
western,  casual  stand-up  bar  and  disco 

Buddy's  Backroom  Bar.  370  Church  SI 
977-9955.  Casual  stand-up  bar 

Cameo  Club.  95  Trinity  St.  368-2824  Licensed 
private  dance  club  for  women  Fn  and  Sat  only. 

Dudes.  10  Breadalbane  St  (laneway  behind 
Parkside  Tavern)  923-6136  Small  stand-up  and 
after-hours  bar  and  restaurant. 

18  East  18  Eastern  Ave  368-4040  Leather  and 
denim  tavern,  restaurant  and  hotel 

Eve's  (formerly  DeJaVu)  336PapeAve. 
463- 1101  Licensed  dance  club  for  women  Fn  and 
Sat  only. 


□Katrina's.  5  St  Joseph  St.  922-41 18.  Mixed 
restaurant  and  bar  with  live  entertainment. 

□Parkside  Tavern.  530  Yonge  St.  922-3844.  Bar, 
dining  room  and  men's  beverage  room. 

□The  Quest.  665  Yonge  St.  964-8641 .  Bar,  dining 
room  and  upstairs  disco. 

□Les  Cavaliers.  418  Church  St,  977-4702.  Piano 
bar  popular  with  older  men. 

□St  Charles  Tavern.  488  Yonge  St.  925-5517. 
City's  landmark  straight-owned  gay  bar. 

New  this  issue: 

□The  Albany  Tavern.  1 58  King  St  W  (just  east  of 
Jarvis  St).  364-1756.  12  noon  to  1  am.  Large 
lounge  and  beverage  room.  From  the  people  who 
brought  yoy  18  East. 

□Boots  at  the  Selby.  592  Sherbourne  St  (south  of 
BloorSt).  921-3142.  Beverage  room,  large  lounge, 
Sunday  Tea  Dance,  restaurant.  Hotel  with  72 
rooms.  Building  classified  as  historic;  Ernest  Hem- 
ingway slept  here. 

□Together.  457  Church  St.  923-3469.  Bar  for  both 
men  and  women.  Dancing,  European  cuisine  in  din- 
ing room.  "Where  friends  get  together." 


Baths 


□The  Backdoor  Gym  and  Sauna.  121/2  Elm  St 
(laneway  west  of  Yonge  St,  2  blocks  south  of  Ger- 
rard St).  977-5997.  Open  24  hours. 

□The  Barracks.  56  Widmer  St.  366-1292.  Leather 

and  denim.  Open  6  pm  to  10  am  during  week  and 

24  hours  on  weekend. 

□The  Club.  231  Mutual  St.  977-4629.  Open  24 

hours. 

□Roman's  Health  and  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay  St. 

598-2110.  Open  24  hours. 


Discos 


□Charly's.  488  Yonge  St,  925-5517.  Men  only.  Fri 
and  Sat  10  pm  to  3:30  am. 
□  Manatee.  11A  St  Joseph  St.  922-1898.  Men  on- 
ly. Fri,  Sat  and  Sun. 

□Stages.  530  Yonge  St.  928-0492.  Mixed.  Fn,  Sat 
and  Sun. 


Social/political  action 

□Association  ol  Gay  Electors  (AGE).  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4. 

□Black  and  White  Men  Together.  Drawer  C446, 
c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  StnA,  M5W  1X9. 
An  interracial  support  group  for  men. 
□Came  Out  Decades  Ago  (CODA).  Box  6248,  Stn 
A,  M5W  1 P6.  For  lesbians  and  gay  men  over  40. 
□Coalition  tor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario.  Box  822, 
Stn  A,  M5W  1G3.  533-6824.  Toronto  office:  730 
Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4.  ^ 

□Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien.  Box  608, 

Stn  K,  M4P2H1.  925-6729. 

□Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays 

(FFLAG).  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4.  533-6824. 

□Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian 

Transsexuals  (FACT)  —  Toronto.  Box  281 ,  Stn  A, 

Rexdale,  ON  M9W  5L3.  741-7223. 

□Gay  Academic  Union.  275  Broadview  Ave,  No  47, 

M4M  3H5.  469-4244. 

□Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Drawer  R999,  c/o  The 

Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 


□Gay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto.  Box  221 2, 
Stn  P,  M5S  2T2.  869-3036.  Fund-raising 
organization  for  gay  and  lesbian  community  pro- 
jects. 

□Gay  Community  Choir,  c/o  Peter  Schaftter,  346 
Jarvis  St,  Apt  1 ,  M4Y  2G6.  929-9251 . 
□Gay  Community  Dance  Committee.  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4.  Organizes  community  fund-raising 
dances. 

□Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S  2R4.  532-2333  or  967-0430. 
□Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  Box  793,  Stn  Q. 
M4T  2N7.  960-5579.  Organizes  courses  in  self- 
defence  in  and  outside  of  Toronto. 
□Gays  and  Lesbians  Against  the  Right  Everywhere 
(GLARE).  Box  793,  Stn  Q,  M4T  2N7. 
□Gays  at  University  of  Toronto  (GAUT).  c/o  SAC 
Office,  12  Hart  House  Circle,  University  of  Toronto, 
M5S  1A1.  978-4911. 

□GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62.  Bramp- 
ton, ON  L6V  2K7.  Peel  Region  (Brampton- 
Mississauga)  group  for  gays  and  lesbians.  Gayline 
West:  274-5068. 

□Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  of  Toronto. 
Box  639,  Stn  A,  M5W  1G2.  961-7338. 
□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St. 
M5S  2R4.  533-2867.  Phone  counselling:  Mon, 
Fri,  Sat  7  pm-10:30  pm'. 

□Lesbian  Mothers'  Defence  Fund.  Box  38.  Stn  E, 
M6H4E1.  465-6822. 

□New  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus.  Box  792, 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2N7.  964-1049 
□Our  True  Colours,  c/o  Drawer  C515,  The  Body 
Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9.  Collective  of 
gay  and  lesbian  artists. 

Continued  on  page  24 


Gutsy  Stage  presence:  Toronto  audiences  have  been  treated  to  a  number  of  first-class  concerts  by  women  artists  over  the 
last  year.  Singers  and  musicians  Therese  Edell  (above  left)  and  Betsy  Lippitt  will  be  the  latest  to  share  the  spotlight  at  8  pm  Sept  4 
at  Harbourlront's  Brigantine  Room.  It's  all  been  made  possible  by  Womynly  Way  Productions,  a  new  company  committed  to  bring- 
ing concerts,  dance  and  theatrical  performances  to  the  city's  feminist  and  lesbian  communities.  Womynly  Way.  the  brain-child  of 
the  energetic  Ruth  Dworin,  makes  a  point  of  using  women  in  every  stage  ol  the  production,  from  graphic  artists  to  technical  crew. 
Womynly  Way  is  also  committed  to  accessibility.  Dworin  makes  sure  that  all  performances  provide  access  for  wheelchairs,  tree 
child-care  and  signing  for  the  hearing-impaired.  Featured  performers  since  the  company's  founding  September  '80  include  The 
Wallflower  Dance  Order,  Rita  McNeill,  Holly  Near  and  Heather  Bishop. 


SEPTEMBER  1981 


THE  BODY  POLITIC/21 


Out  in  the  City's  select  guide  to  goings-on  from  Wen 


Wed/Aug26 

□  Toronto  Gay  Community  Council.  519 

Church  St  Community  Centre,  7:30  pm. 
Community  forum  for  sharing  of  informa- 
tion and  debate  of  important  issues.  Agenda: 
assessment  of  organization  of  community 
response  to  Bruner  inquiry.  More  info: 
923-GAYS. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

Thurs/Aug  27 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meeting 
in  private  home.  Supportive  atmosphere  for 
people  coming  to  terms  with  their  sexuality. 
8  pm.  Info:  964-6600. 

□  Gays  in  Health  Care.  Organizational 
meeting,  8:30  pm.  519  Church  St  Communi- 
ty Centre. 

Fri/Aug  28 

□  TAG  Friday  Night  Group.  Evening  of 
discussion  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  8  pm.  Com- 
ing out  group,  open  discussion  group, 
women's  only  group  and  special  topic  group 
meet  simultaneously.  Info:  964-6600. 

Sat/Aug  29 

□  Ripped.  Disco  party  from  11  pm  to  dawn. 
Featuring  music  by  DJ  Robbie  Leslie  of  New 
York.  The  hot  event  to  launch  Gay  World 
Series  Week  in  Toronto.  Tickets  are  $15  and 
available  at  most  bars  and  other  gay  spots 
around  town.  Call  977-4718  to  reserve  tickets 
by  Mastercharge  or  VISA.  A  Peter 
Buchove/ Peter  Frost  Production.  The  Con- 
cert Hall,  888  Yonge  St.  Updated  info: 
923-8506. 

Sun/Aug  30 

□  Out  and  Out  Club  Hike.  On  Bruce  Trail 
from  Stoney  Creek  towards  Grimsby.  Meet 
at  9:30  am  at  exit  doors  of  southern  exit  of 
York  Mills  subway  stop.  Bring  lunch.  $2  fee 
for  non-members. 


[  1 0pening  Ceremonies  of  Gay  Softball 
World  Series.  The  big  week  gets  off  the 
ground  officially  in  Riverdale  Park  with  a 
formal  opening  and  a  colourful  parade. 
3  pm.  Games  precede  and  follow. 

□  Dignity  /Toronto.  Worship  followed  by 
discussion  meeting.  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church,  Sherbourne  St,  4  pm.  Info: 
960-3997. 

□  "Commissioners'  Tea  Dance."  Buddy's  at 
370  Church  St.  Special  event  for  Gay  Soft- 
ball World  Series.  5-10  pm. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  Singspiration  at 
7:10,  worship  at  7:30  and  fellowship  follow- 
ing. 730  Bathurst. 

Mon/Aug31 

□  Trial  of  Feb  5  bath  raid  found-ins.  Three 
people  from  Richmond  St  bath  raid,  accused 
of  being  found-ins  in  a  common  bawdy- 
house,  begin  trial.  Evidence  to  be  presented 
in  common  against  three,  who  are  represent- 
ed by  lawyers  Rebecca  Shamai,  Mitch  Cher- 
novsky  and  Tom  Robson.  Traversed  out  of 
Ctrm  21,  Old  City  Hall,  9  am. 

□  The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting  of 
support  and  consciousness-raising  group  for 
lesbians.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
8  pm.  Info:  Rosemary  Doughty  at  923-2778. 


Tues/Sept  1 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 

□  Showboat  Cruise.  Evening  on  the  SS 
Caledonia.  Dancing,  food  and  cash  bar. 
8-12  pm.  Leaves  dock  7:30  pm.  Only  350 
tickets  available  at  $20.  Get  them  while  they 
last.  Gay  Softball  World  Series  event. 

□  Spearhead  Bar  Night.  Monthly  social 
event  at  18  East. 

Wed/Sept  2 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

Thurs/Sept3 

□  Self-Defence  Demonstration.  Undecided 
about  the  value  of  a  course  in  self-defence? 
Come  and  check  it  out  first.  Sponsored  by 
Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  519  Church  St 
Community  Centre,  8  pm.  Info:  960-5579. 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  group.  Weekly  meeting, 
8  pm.  Info:  964-6600. 

□  Michael:  A  Gay  Son.  Repeat  of  award- 
winning  documentary  with  phone-in  discus- 
sion following,  10  pm.  See  TV/Radio. 

Fri/Sept4 

□  Therese  Edell  and  Betsy  Lippitt  Concert. 

See  Music. 

□  Feverpitch!  A  gay  dance  sponsored  by  the 
Gay  Community  Dance  Committee.  First  big 
dance  event  of  the  season.  All  night 
debauch  from  9  pm  to  6  am,  licensed  to 

1  am.  Two  dance  floors  —  one  disco,  one 
rock /new  wave.  Proceeds  to  go  to  14  gay 
organizations.  The  Concert  Hall,  888  Yonge 
St  at  Davenport  Rd.  $6  in  advance,  $7  at 
door,  $5  after  1  am.  Tickets  available  from 
Glad  Day  Bookshop,  Toronto  Women's 
Bookstore,  Buddy's,  Dudes  and  18  East. 

Sat/Sept  5 

□  Out  and  Out  Club  Labour  Day  Weekend. 

Canoe  camping  on  lakes  of  Killarney  Provin- 
cial Park.  Portages  are  few  and  short.  Leave 
Sat  (Sept  5)  at  6  am,  return  Monday  evening 
late  (Sept  7).  Cost:  $50  per  person  ($55  for 
non-members)  includes  canoe,  food  and 
transportation.  Make  reservations  with 
deposit  (non-refundable)  to  Dave  W.  Limited 
to  16  people. 

□  GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Bowling 
at  Dixie  Bowl-a-rama,  Mississauga,  7  pm. 
Info:  274-5068. 

□  World  Series  Awards  Banquet.  Big  wind- 
up  event  of  the  week.  Presentation  of 
awards,  entertainment,  food  and  drink.  Can 
seat  1,000.  Tickets  $16.  Downtown  Holiday 
Inn  (behind  City  Hall).  Info:  363-8877. 

Sun/Sept  6 

□  York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deaf. 

Regular  meeting,  1  pm.  730  Bathurst  St. 

□  Mr  Buddy's  Contest.  Contest  followed  by 
Tea  Dance  at  Buddy's  Backroom  Bar.  370 
Church  St.  Late  afternoon  and  evening. 
Info:  977-9955. 

□  Dignity/Toronto.  Workshop  and  discus- 
sion meeting.  See  Aug  30. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  See  Aug  30. 

Mon/Sept  7 

□The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Aug  31. 

□  Labour  Day  Beer  Bash.  18  East  (return 
from  Spearhead  Roundup). 

Tues/Sept  8 

□  Human  Rights  Bill  Hearings.  Toronto 
Mayor  Art  Eggleton  presents  recommenda- 
tions from  unanimous  report  to  city  council 
—  which  includes  request  for  inclusion  of 
sexual  orientation  in  the  Ontario  Human 
Rights  Code  —  to  Standing  Committee  on 
Resources  Development.  Cmte  Rm  151, 
Main  Floor,  Legislative  Building,  Queen's 
Park,  2  pm. 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 

Integrity.  Holy  Eucharist  at  Holy  Trinity 


Church,  Eaton  Centre,  8  pm.  Programme: 
Dr  Claude  Prodeur  talks  on  "Stress." 

□  "The  Horsburgh  Scandal."  Canadian 
writer  Betty  Jane  Wylie  reads  from  her  new 
book,  based  on  interviews  with  people 
involved  with  United  Church  minister  in 
small  town  Ontario  who  was  drummed  out 
of  his  community  for  encouraging  sexual 
experimentation  among  teenage  church 
members.  Hints  of  gay  connections  were 
never  fully  explained.  Will  Wylie  reveal  all? 
Also  reading:  Australian  fiction  writer 
Nicholas  Hasluck.  Reading  Series  at  Har- 
bourfront,  Brigantine  Room,  8:30  pm.  Free. 

□  Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  First  series  of 
classes  in  the  fall.  Cost:  $40.  Info  on 
registration  and  location:  960-5579. 

□  Gay  Mensans.  Social  meeting  of  new 
group,  7:30  pm.  Info  on  location:  925-5356. 

□  SOS.  Support  Our  Selves.  The  second  gay 
community  appeal  begins  tonight  with  the 
first  SOS  fundraising  evening  of  the  1981-82 
campaign.  Toronto  lesbians  and  gay  men 
have  23  good  reasons  for  putting  their 
dollars  into  support  of  the  community.  To 
host  such  an  evening  for  your  friends,  call 
869-3036.  Book  early,  please. 

□  Bar  Night  at  the  Barn.  Proceeds  to  the 
RTPC  Defence  Fund.  83  Granby  St. 

Wed/Sept  9 

□  Human  Rights  Bill  Hearings.  Standing 
Committee  on  Resources  Development  hears 
deputation  from  Toronto  Police  Chief  Jack 
Ackroyd  regarding  changes  to  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code.  Cmte  Rm  151,  Main 
Floor,  Legislative  Building,  Queen's  Park, 
10  am. 

□  The  Celluloid  Closet.  Illustrated  talk 
about  gay  images  in  Hollywood  films.  New 
York  gay  critic  Vito  Russo  does  a  benefit  for 
The  Body  Politic.  See  Cinema. 

□Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  Second  series  of 
classes.  Info  on  registration  and  location: 
960-5579. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

Thurs/Sept  10 

□  Alleged  "Conspirators"  Appear  in  Court. 

George  Hislop,  Peter  Maloney  and  two 
others  charged  with  several  counts  of  con- 
spiracy following  Feb  5  bath  raids  will 
appear  in  court  to  set  date  for  trial.  Ctrm  26, 
Old  City  Hall,  9  am. 

□  Human  Rights  Bill  Hearings.  Standing 
Committee  on  Resources  Development  hears 
deputation  from  Dignity.  Cmte  Rm  151, 
Main  Floor,  Legislative  Building,  Queen's 
Park,  2  pm. 

□  Auditions.  Toronto  Gay  Community 
Choir.  We  invite  singers  of  all  voice  types 
(especially  basses)  to  join  us.  Evening  at  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre.  Info: 
534-8710  between  7-9  pm.  Interested  accom- 
panists: call  Peter  at  929-9251. 

□  Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  Third  series  of 
classes.  Info  on  registration  and  location: 
960-5579. 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Open  for 
research  and  tours,  7-10  pm.  24  Duncan  St, 
fifth  floor.  Info:  977-6320. 

□  NOP  Gay  Caucus.  Regular  meeting,  8  pm. 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre. 
□Trident  Bar  Night.  Monthly  social  event  at 
18  East. 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meeting, 
8  pm.  Info:  964-6600. 

Fri/Sept11 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  6:30  pm. 
Organizational  meeting:  planning,  elections 
and  finances  for  1981-82.  Info  on  location: 
532-2333. 

□  Being  Gay  in  Toronto.  Recently  formed 
group  meets  informally  for  potluck  suppers 
and  social  evenings.  Leads  into  discussion  of 
gay  lifestyles.  Meets  in  private  home  at  7  pm. 
New  participants  welcome.  Info:  Darryl  at 
924-3282. 

□  Hamburger  Patti  and  the  Helpers.  See 
Music. 


Sat/Sept  12 


□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Discussion  meet- 
ing. 519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
2  pm. 


THE  BODY  POLITIC 


SEPTEMBER  1981 


August  26  to  Wednesday,  September  30 


the  Stage. "  June  Millington,  often  called  a  musician's  musician,  is  coming  to  Toronto.  From  Motown  to 
woman  rock  band  to  record  production  to  solo  singer,  Millington  has  not  only  covered  the  waterfront  in 
wusic,  she  'II  be  performing  at  one.  Catch  her  at  Harbourfront  Sept  24  (Brigantine  Room  at  8  pm). 


Sun/Sept  13 

□  Out  and  Out  Day  Hike.  Through  Elora 
Gorge.  Bring  lunch,  boots  and  rain  gear. 
Leave  10  am  from  exit  doors  of  southern  exit 
of  York  Mills  subway  stop  (Old  York  Mills 
Rd).  Transportation  shared.  Coordinator: 
Stu  (921-6033).  Non-members  welcome,  $2 
fee. 

□  Dignity/Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting.  See  Aug  30. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  See  Aug  30. 

Mon/Sept  14 

Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church 
Homosexuals.  General  meeting,  7:30  pm. 
Info  on  location:  532-0911. 

□  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  General 
Meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
8  pm.  Info:  368-4392. 

DThe  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Aug  31. 

Tues/Sept  15 

□  Human  Rights  Bill  Hearings.  Deputations 
from  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  and 
Toronto  City  Alderman  David  White.  See 
Sept  9.  2  pm. 

DGay  Community  Choir  Auditions.  See 
Sept  10. 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 

Wed/Sept  16 

Human  Rights  Bill  Hearings.  Deputations 
to  Standing  Committee  on  Resources  Devel- 
opment from  Toronto  Lambda  Business 
Council,  Gays  at  U  of  T  and  Canadian 
Jewish  Congress  at  10  am  and  GLARE  at 
2  pm.  See  Sept  9  for  location. 

1  1  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

Thurs/Sept17 

Human  Rights  Bill  Hearings.  Deputations 
to  Standing  Committee  on  Resources  Devel- 
opment from  Stew  Newton  of  Positive 
Parents  at  10  am  and  William  Hilt/  ol 
Evangelical  Baptist  Churches  of  Canada  at 

2  pin.  See  Sept  9  for  location. 
Canadian  Gaj  Archives.  Open  7-10  pm. 

See  Sept  10. 


DGay  Academic  Union.  Speaker  and  discus- 
sion: John  Alan  Lee,  prof  of  sociology  at 
University  of  Toronto  on  "Growing  old  and 
g(r)ay."  Sylvester  Room  of  Graduate  Stu- 
dent Union,  16  Bancroft  St,  8  pm. 

□  Lanyard  Bar  Night.  Another  fun  evening 
at  18  East. 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meeting, 
8  pm.  Info:  964-6600. 


Fri/Sept  18 


□  Gays  at  U  of  T.  Annual  back-to-school 
"orientation"  celebration.  Wine  and  beer. 
All  members  of  university  community  wel- 
come. International  Student  Centre,  33  St 
George  St,  7:30  pm. 

□  Take  Back  the  Night  March.  An  opportu- 
nity for  women  to  protest  the  restrictions  on 
their  lives  and  the  violence  directed  against 
them  both  at  home  and  in  the  street.  Similar 
events  being  organized  by  Rape  Crisis  Cen- 
tres across  North  America.  9  pm,  women 
only.  Further  info  on  organizing  and  loca- 
tion: Laura  at  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre 
964-7477. 

□  CAN-AM  Weekend.  Beginning  of  Second 
Annual  Bash  at  18  East.  Through  Sunday. 

Sat/Sept  19 

□  18  East's  CAN-AM  Weekend.  Golf  tourna- 
ment in  afternoon,  cornroast  at  6:30  pm,  Mr 
18  East  Contest  at  10  pm. 

□  Fourth  Annual  Fireweed  Festival.  See 

Stage. 

Sun/Sept  20 

□Out  and  Out  Club  Day  Hike.  On  Bruce 
Trail.  Bring  lunch,  boots  and  rain  gear. 
Leave  10  am  from  exit  doors  of  southern  exit 
of  York  Mills  subway  stop  (Old  York  Mills 
Rd).  Transportation  and  gas  shared.  Coor- 
dinator: Ed.  Non-members  welcome.  $2  fee. 
i    Families  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Ca>s.  Regular  meeting  and  potluck  supper. 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre,  2-6  pm. 
Dignity/Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting.  See  Aug  30. 
[  'Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Regular  Sunday  services.  See  Aug  30. 

Mon/Sept  21 

Dllta,  Fish,  Mas  and  \  i.  See  Stage. 

I  he  Women's  (.roup.  ReguUu  meeting. 


Tues/Sept  22 

□  Court  Appearance  of  Roman's  Sauna 
Found-ins.  All  men  charged  with  being 
found-ins  in  common  bawdyhouse  after  Feb 
5  raid  of  Roman's  appear  in  court  to  set  date 
for  trials.  It's  taken  7  months.  Ctrm  22,  Old 
City  Hall,  9  am. 

□  Human  Rights  Bill  Hearings.  Deputations 
to  Standing  Committee  from  Rev  Brent 
Hawkes  of  MCC  at  10  am  and  from  Associa- 
tion of  Gay  Electors  as  well  as  Ron  Marr  of 
Pro-Family  Coalition  and  Canadians  for 
Family  and  Freedom  at  2  pm.  See  Sept  9  for 
location. 

□Trial  of  Feb  20  Demonstrator.  Wrap-up  of 
trial  of  Jimmy  Chemerika,  accused  of 
assaulting  a  police  officer.  Defence  lawyer 
Suzie  Scott  before  Provincial  Court  Judge 
June  Bernhard.  Traversed  out  of  Ctrm  21, 
Old  City  Hall,  10  am. 

□  Integrity.  Evensong  at  Holy  Trinity 
Church,  Eaton  Centre,  8  pm.  Speaker  from 
Concerned  Clergy  About  Racism  and 
Human  Rights. 

□  Constance  Beresford-Howe  Reading. 
Montreal  writer  reads  from  her  new  book 
The  Marriage  Bed,  third  in  a  trilogy  of 
stories  about  women.  Other  novels  include 
The  Book  of  Eve  and  A  Population  of  One. 
Brigantine  Room,  Harbourfront,  8:30  pm. 
Free. 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 

Wed/Sept  23 

□  Court  Appearance  of  Barracks  Found-ins. 

All  those  charged  as  found-ins  in  the  Feb  5 
raid  on  the  Barracks  sauna  will  appear  in 
court  to  set  date  for  trial  7  months  after  the 
police  action.  Ctrm  22,  Old  City  Hall,  9  am. 

□  Human  Rights  Bill  Hearings.  Presenta- 
tions from  Gay  Fathers  of  Hamilton  and 
Guelph  Gay  Equality  at  10  am  and  from 
Western  Gay  Assocation  and  Integri- 
ty/Toronto at  2  pm.  Cmte  Rm  151,  Main 
Floor,  Legislative  Building,  Queen's  Park. 

□  Toronto  Gay  Community  Council.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  7:30  pm. 
Community  forum  for  sharing  information 
and  debating  important  issues.  Info: 
923-GAYS. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church. 
Midweek  services.  730  Bathurst  St,  8  pm. 

Thurs/Sept24 

□  Court  Appearance  of  Richmond  St 
Found-ins.  All  those  charged  with  being 
found-ins  in  a  common  bawdyhouse  during 
the  Feb  5  raid  on  the  Richmond  St  Health 
Spa  will  appear  in  court  to  set  date  for  trial. 
Ctrm  22,  Old  City  Hall,  9  am. 

□  Teacher/ Keeper  Trial.  Provincial  Court 
Judge  Maurice  Charles  delivers  his  judgment 
in  the  case  of  Don  Franco,  accused  of  keep- 
ing a  common  bawdyhouse  in  his  own  home. 
Defence  counsel  Clayton  Ruby  and  Crown 
Attorney  Paul  Culver.  Traversed  out  of 
Ctrm  21 ,  Old  City  Hall,  10  am. 

□June  Millington  Concert.  See  Music. 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Open  7-10  pm. 
See  Sept  10. 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Weekly  meeting, 
8  pm.  Info:  964-6600. 

Fri/Sept  25 

□  Court  Appearance  of  Club  Found-ins.  All 

those  charged  as  found-ins  in  the  Feb  5  raid 
on  The  Club  Bath  will  appear  in  court  to  set 
date  for  trial,  7  months  after  charges  were 
laid.  Ctrm  22,  Old  City  Hall,  9  am. 
!    Weekend  Houseboat  Trip.  Out  and  Out 
Club  event  on  Trent-Severn  Waterway.  Cost: 
$55  ($60  non-members)  includes  boat  rental, 
food  and  transportation  to  Bobcaygeon 
area.  Deadline  for  reservations  (non- 
refundable deposit):  Sept  1.  Coordinator: 
Stu  (921-6033).  Through  Sun.  Sept  27. 

Ga)  Fathers  of  Toronto. 
Regular  meeting,  6:30  pm. 
I  opic:  The  dignity 

oi  iame  ten 


relationships  —  a  discussion  of  Charles 
Silverstein's  Man  to  Man.  Info  on  location: 
532-2333. 

□  Gays  at  U  of  T.  Regular  meeting.  Interna- 
tional Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St, 
7:30  pm. 

□  TAG  Friday  Night  Discussion  Group.  Info: 
964-6600.  See  Aug  28. 

□  "Festival  of  Love."  Variety  show,  8  pm. 
First  event  of  weekend-long  celebration  of 
Metropolitan  Community  Church.  730 
Bathurst  St. 

□  GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Licensed 
dance,  8:30  pm.  Mississauga  Unitarian  Con- 
gregation Hall,  84  South  Service  Rd.  Info: 
274-5068. 

□Gays  in  Health  Care.  Social  gathering, 
9  pm.  Info  on  location:  920-1882  (Stephen) 
or  929-5901  (Lorna). 

Sat/Sept  26 

□  Gay  Asians  of  Toronto.  Discussion 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
2  pm. 

□  Dykes  in  the  Streets.  A  day  of  lesbian 
pride,  power  and  visibility.  March  at  2  pm: 
assemble  in  park  beside  519  Church  St  Com- 
munity Centre.  Cabaret /dance /party  at 

8  pm:  Scadding  Court,  707  Dundas  St  W. 
Licensed,  women  only.  DJ:  Mad  Mona. 
Evening  daycare:  call  598-8116.  Interested  in 
helping  the  organizing  committee?  Gall  Gay 
Bell  at  466-3801.  Sponsored  by  Lesbians 
Against  the  Right. 

□  "Festival  of  Love.'"  Second  day  of 
celebration  at  MCC,  730  Bathurst  St.  2  pm: 
workshop  on  racism  led  by  Rev  Dolores 
Berry  from  MCC  Baltimore.  3:30  pm: 
workshop  on  the  Gifts  of  the  Spirit  led  by 
Rev  Troy  Perry.  7  pm:  worship  service  with 
guest  preacher  Rev  Dolores  Berry.  7:30  pm: 
dinner  followed  by  licensed  dance,  $10. 
Presentation  of  Certificates  of  Appreciation 
during  dinner  to  individuals  who  have  made 
outstanding  contributions  to  gay  community 
in  last  year.  Limited  seating  —  reserve  well 
in  advance.  Tickets  for  dance  only,  info: 
532-2333. 

□  RTPC  Dance.  Licensed,  9  pm-1  am.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre. 

Sun/Sept  27 

□  "Festival  of  Love."  Special  Sunday  ser- 
vices. Dinner  at  5:30  pm,  singspiration  at 
7:10  and  worship  at  7:30.  Guest  preacher: 
Rev  Troy  Perry.  730  Bathurst  St. 

□  Dignity/Toronto.  Worship  and  discussion 
meeting.  See  Aug  30. 

Mon/Sept  28 

□The  Women's  Group.  Regular  meeting. 
See  Aug  31. 

Tues/Sept  29 

□  Allen  Ginsberg  Poetry  Reading.  Beat  poet 
and  gay  American  literary  notable  partici- 
pates in  a  series  of  readings  sponsored  by 
Amnesty  International.  Part  of  a  week-long 
conference  in  Toronto  Sept  29  to  Oct  6. 
Joins  four  other  writers  from  various  coun- 
tries at  Harbourfront.  Brigantine  Room  at 

8  pm.  $3  admission.  Also  see  Stage. 
[  1  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  Weekly 
meeting.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 

Wed/Sept  30 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church.  Midweek  services. 
730  Bathurst  St, 
8  pm. 


SEPTEMBER  1981 


John  R.  Higgins 
Barrister  and  Solicitor 


is  pleased  to  announce 
the  relocation  of  his  office 

for  the  practice  of  law, 

effective  August  17, 1981,  to 

80  Richmond  Street  West. 

Telephone  363-0761  or  363-3776 


V////////////////////S 


THE  COALITION 
FOR  GAY  RIGHTS  IN  ONTARIO 

is  pleased  to  join  the 
Tenth  Anniversary  Celebrations  of 

GAYS  OF  OTTAWA 


GAIS  DE  L  'OUTAOUAIS 

to  be  held  10  -  20  September,  1981 
at  the  new  GO  Centre  in  Ottawa 


CGRO  invites  all  gay  women  and  men  to  join  them  during  the  Anniversary 
Celebrations  at  the  quarterly  meeting  of  its  Steering  Committee,  to  be  held 
Saturday,  19  September,  1981.  Call  CGRO  or  GO  for  more  details. 


SELF 


Free 
Demonstration 

HURSDAY,SEPT3,8pm 

519  Church  Street 

Community 

Centre 


Classes  begin  Tues,  Sept  8, 
Wed,  Sept  9  and  Thur,  Sept  10 

Cost:  $40 

Come  out  and  leam  what  self-defence  is  all 
about.  Leam  basic  responses  to  physical  and 
verbal  attacks  and  new  skills  in  awareness,  assertive- 
ness  and  just  plain  street  fighting.  Talk  with  other  gay  men 
and  lesbians  and  explore  your  feelings  and  fears  about  violence.  It's  easy  to 

defend  yourself  when  you  know  what  to  do. 

For  further  information  contact  the  Gay  Self-Defence  Group, 
Box  793,  Station  Q,  Toronto,  ON  M4T  2N7.  Ph:  960-5579 


Continued  from  page  21 

Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  International.  100 

MaitlandSt,  No  506,  M4Y  1E2  Toronto  chapter. 

Info:  June  Tattle  at  961-3415. 

DPotluck  Suppers.  Box 6771,  Stn  A.  M5W  1X5. 

Lesbian  social  group.  Info:  llona  Laney  at 

368-0355. 

□Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (RTPC).  730  Bathurst 

St,  M5S  2R4.  Defence  committee  for  gays  arrested 
under  bawdyhouse  laws.  Cheques  or  charges 
payable  to:  Harriet  Sachs  in  trust  for  RTPC.  Info: 
977-6320  or  368-4392. 
□RTPC  Gay  Street  Patrol.  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S  2R4.  Volunteers  welcome.  Info:  leave 
message  for  Dennis  at  977-6320. 
□Ryerson  Gay  Students,  c/o  SURPI.  Ryerson  Poly- 
technical  Institute,  Rm  A374,  Jorgensen  Hall,  380 
Victoria  St,  M5B  1W7. 

□Spouses  of  Gays,  c/o  Caryn  Miller,  260  Carlton 
St,  M5A  2L3.  Phone-line:  967-0597  Wed  and 
Thurs  6:30-8:30  pm. 

□The  Women's  Group.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Info:  Rosemary  Doughty  at  923-2778.  Sup- 
port and  discussion  group  for  lesbians. 
□York  Rainbow  Society  of  the  Deat.  Box  671 , 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2N6. 

New  this  issue: 

□Gay  Mensans.  c/o  Lisa  Simkins,  32  Howard  St, 
M4X  1J7.  925-5356.  Canadian  SIG  group  for  gay 
Mensa  members. 

□Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee  Box  793, 
StnQ,  M4T  2N7.  Organizes  annual  end-of-June 
celebration. 

Health/Social  Services 

□Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Answering  service, 

964-3962. 

□Gay  Community  Services  Centre.  730  Bathurst 

St,  M5S  2R4.  532-1826.  Phone  counselling,  info 

and  referral.  Mon-Thur:  7-10:30  pm.  Fri-Sat: 

7-11  pm. 

□Gay  Counselling  Centre  of  Toronto.  Temporary 
location:  524  Bathurst  St.  921-5807.  Open  Tues 
and  Thurs  6:30-9:30  pm.  Professional  counselling 
clinic  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Call  for  appt  or 
drop  in.  Volunteers  needed.  Mailing  address:  730 
Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4. 

□Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Men.  556  Church  St, 
second  floor.  922-0603.  VD  info,  testing  and  treat- 
ment. Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  4-9  pm;  Tues,  Thurs,  10 
am-3  pm;  Fri,  4-7  pm;  Sat,  11  am-4  pm.  Call 
ahead.  VD  testing  at  baths:  Roman's,  Fri  from  9 
pm;  The  Backdoor,  every  second  Tues  from  9  pm; 
The  Club,  every  second  Wed  from  9  pm. 
□Lesbian  Organization  of  Toronto  (LOOT).  Box  70, 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4.  960-3249.  Phone-line:  Tues 
7:30-10:30  pm.  Recorded  message  other  times. 
□  RTPC  Support  Group.  Free  counselling  and  sup- 
port to  those  charged  in  bath  raids.  Info:  Eugene 
Schoentag  at  924-3282  or  967-0272. 

□Sex  Education  Centre.  44  St  George  St,  Rm  25. 
978-3977.  Sex  counselling  for  U  of  Tcampus. 

□Toronto  Area  Gays  (TAG).  Box  6706.  Stn  A, 
M5W  1X5.  964-6600.  Free  peer  counselling  and 
info  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  Discussion  groups, 
women's  groups  and  coming  out  groups.  Call  Mon- 
Sat:  7pm-10:30pm. 

□Tri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation.  8  Irwin  Ave, 
M4Y  1 K9.  Gay  youth  counselling  and  street  work. 


Professional 


□Association  of  Gay  Social  Service  Workers.  Box 

182,  Stn  0,  M4A  2N3. 

□Gays  in  Health  Care.  Box  5712,  Stn  A, 

M5W  1N8.  920-1882  (Stephen)  or  929-5901 

(Lorna).  Includes  nurses,  physicians,  medical 

students  and  psychologists. 

□Ontario  Gay  Teachers'  Caucus.  730  Bathurst  St, 

M5S  2R4  Info:  Terry  Phillips  at  486-5742. 

□Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council.  Box  513, 

Adelaide  St  Stn,  M5C  2J6. 


Sports 


Religious 


□  Dignity/Toronto.  Box  249,  Stn  E,  M6H  4E2. 
960-3997.  Group  for  gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and 
friends. 

□  Integrity/Toronto.  8ox873,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9 
961  -1 707  or  487-7406.  Pastoral  ministry  for  gay 
and  lesbian  Anglicans  and  friends. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  730  Bathurst 
St,  M5S  2R4  532-2333.  Christian  church  with 
special  ministry  to  gay  community. 

i   Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church  Homo- 
sexuals (TOUCH).  Box  626,  StnQ,  M4T  1L0. 


□Cabbagetown  Group  Softball  League  (CGSL).  Box 

42,  Stn  L,  M6E  4Y4.  Hosting  Fifth  Annual  Gay  Soft- 
ball World  Series  Aug  30-Sept  5, 1981 .  Info:  Jack 
at  922-1841  or  Dave  at  922-5941. 
□Judy  Garland  Memorial  Bowling  League.  New 
season:  September.  Info:  bulletin  boards  in 
Buddy's,  18  East,  Dudes,  The  Barn  or  Boots. 
□Out  and  Out  Club,  c/o  Drawer  C322,  The  Body 
Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9.  921-6947. 
Outdoor  activities  for  gay  people.  Include  phone 
number  with  enquiry. 

□Riverdale  Softball  League,  c/o  John  Williamson, 
40  Isabella  St,  No  305,  M4Y  1 N1 .  924-4738. 
□Women-Out-Doors.  Info:  Ellen  at  977-7670.  Net- 
work of  lesbians  active  in  outdoor  activities  and 
skill-sharing:  camping,  canoeing,  biking, 
orienteering  and  more. 


Publications/Information 

□Action!  Irregular  publication  of  Right  to  Privacy 
Committee,  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4.  924-4523. 
□The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 
977-6320.  Monthly. 

□Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639,  Stn  A, 
M5W  1G2.  977-6320. 
□Gay  Community  Calendar.  Call  923-GAYS. 
Twenty-four-hour  recorded  message  of  weekly 
events  in  Toronto's  gay  community.  To  get  informa- 
tion listed  call  656-0372  between  7-10  pm  Monday 
evenings. 

□Glad  Day  Bookstore.  648A  Yonge  St,  2nd  floor, 
M5Y  2A6.  961-4161.  Hours:  Mon-Wed,  10  am- 
6  pm;  Thur-Fri,  10  am-10  pm;  Sat,  10  am-6  pm. 
□Metro  Community  News.  730  Bathurst  St, 
M5S  2R4.  532-2333.  Monthly. 
□Rag  Magazine.  Box  15,  Adelaide  St  Stn, 
M5C  2H8.  Monthly. 


Women's  resources 

The  following  is  a  select  list  of  women's  services  in 
Toronto  of  particular  interest  to  lesbians.  A  complete 
listing  is  available  from  Women's  Resource  Centre, 
YWCA  (see  below). 

□Broadside.  Box  494,  Stn  P,  M5S  2T1 . 
598-3513.  Monthly  feminist  newspaper.  Substan- 
tial lesbian  contributions. 
□Fireweed.  Box  279,  Stn  B,  M5T  2W2.  Feminist 
quarterly  of  politics  and  the  arts. 
□Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Women.  556  Church  St, 
second  floor,  M4Y  2E3.  922-0566.  Free  medical 
clinic.  Birth  control  and  gynecological  info.  VD  and 
pregnancy  testing,  abortion  counselling  and  refer- 
rals. Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  10  am-3  pm;  Tues, 
Thur,  4  pm-9  pm.  Call  ahead. 
□International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  70, 
Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4.  789-4541 .  Independent  socialist 
feminist  organization  with  many  lesbian  members. 

□  Macphail  House.  389  Church  St,  M5B  2A1 . 
977-1037.  Long-term  YWCA  residence  for  women 
16-25.  Shared  co-op  apartments.  Lesbian-positive. 

□Nellie's  Hostel  for  Women.  275A  Broadview  Ave, 
M4M  2G8.  461-1084.  Temporary  hostel  for  women 
16  and  over,  including  mothers  with  children. 
□Rape  Crisis  Centre.  Box  6597,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X4. 
Crisis  line:  964-8080.  Business  line:  964-7477. 
Counselling  and  info.  Self-defence  courses. 
□Times  Change  Women's  Employment  Centre. 
932  Bathurst  St,  M5R  3G5.  534-1161.  Employ- 
ment counselling,  job  search  and  career  planning 
workshops. 

□Toronto  Women's  Bookstore.  85  Harbord  St, 
M5S  1G4.  922-8744.  Hours:  Mon-Sat,  10:30  am- 
6  pm. 

□Women  for  Survival.  427  Bloor  St  W,  M5S  1X7. 
Group  concerned  about  nuclear  proliferation  and 
ecology. 

[  IWomen  in  Trades,  c/o  Times  Change,  932 
Bathurst  St,  M5R  3G5.  534-1161. 

Women's  Counselling,  Referral  and  Education 
Centre  (WCREC).  348  College  St,  M5T  1S4. 
924-0766.  Therapy,  counselling,  referrals  and  info. 
Lesbian  counsellors  on  staff. 
□Women's  Resource  Centre,  0ISE.  252  Bloor  St 
W,  M5S  1 V6.  923-6641 ,  Ext  244.  Books, 
periodicals,  audio  and  visual  tapes  for  feminist 
research. 

□Women's  Resource  Centre,  YWCA.  15  Birch  Ave, 
M4V  1E1.  925-3137.  Info  on  groups  and  services, 
including  booklet  Women's  Groups  in  Toronto  and 
Vicinity.  Info  and  referral  line:  925-1154.  Legal 
clinic  and  lending  library. 
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/t  is  a  hot,  damp,  sun-scorched 
afternoon,  high  summer  in  Toron- 
to. At  the  bottom  of  Riverdale 
Park,  whose  slopes  stagger  steeply 
up  from  the  banks  of  the  Don  River  to 
Cabbagetown  on  the  west  and  to  River- 
dale  on  the  east,  a  baseball  game  crawls 
forward  under  the  stifling  sun. 

Scattered  shouts  come  together  in  a 
crescendo  as  a  runner  slides  feet-first 
into  home.  A  cheer  goes  up  from  the 
small  crowd  huddled  on  the  treeless 
slope.  A  cloud  of  dust  glides  up  and  out 
on  the  feeblest  of  warm  breezes.  And  a 
few  sunbathers  lift  their  heads,  then 
sink  back  lest  such  unplanned  shifts  of 
posture  spoil  the  evenness  of  their  tans. 
The  dust  disperses,  the  teams  trade 
places  and  the  play  resumes. 

At  first,  it  seems  to  be  the  most  banal 
of  scenes;  this  park's  three  diamonds 
remain  in  almost  constant  play  during 
the  long  hours  of  summer  daylight.  But 
then  you  start  to  notice  the  little  things 
that  make  this  game  different. 

Sagging  from  the  backstop  in  the 
afternoon  heat,  gold  letters  on  a  black 
banner  spell  out  a  mysterious  phrase: 
East  Side  Story. 

On  the  diamond  and  in  the  field,  the 
tightly  uniformed  players  move  with  a 
considered  and  self-conscious  grace  you 
can  learn  to  spot  a  mile  away. 

At  the  refreshment  stand  behind  the 
backstop,  a  shirtless  player  drops  his 
arm  across  the  sun-browned  back  of  an- 
other man  and  gently  kisses  a  shoulder. 

And  far  up  on  the  eastern  slope, 
where  Broadview  Avenue  marks  the 
limit  of  the  park,  a  man  in  shorts  and 
running  shoes  holds  his  bicycle  at  his 
side,  as  if  pausing  only  for  a  second. 
But  for  half  an  hour  he  has  been  watch- 
ing, although  he  is  too  far  away  to  see 
the  details  of  the  game. 

"Somebody  told  me  he  watched  the 
games  for  two  years  before  he  could  get 
up  the  nerve  to  ask  if  it  was  the  gay 
baseball  team  that  was  playing."  Ron 
Buston  chuckles  a  little  when  he  men- 
tions that;  he's  been  watching  the 
watchers  for  years.  Buston  is  the  com- 
missioner (baseball  talk  for  president) 
of  the  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball 
League,  Toronto's  biggest  and  best- 
organized  gay  baseball  group. 

This  is  the  fifth  summer  that  the 
CGSL  has  been  playing  on  the  diamond 
on  the  east  side  of  Riverdale  Park. 
Open  to  all  comers  and  democratically 
run,  the  League  has  enjoyed  unbroken 
growth  over  the  years.  Its  membership 
now  stands  at  170. 

Although  CGSL  in  its  present  form 
was  organized  only  in  the  fall  of  1978, 
its  history  goes  back  to  the  summer  of 
1975.  It  was  then  that  a  group  of  gay 
men  first  got  together  on  Sunday  after- 
noons to  play  softball.  There  were  no 
teams;  those  who  showed  up  just  div- 
ided into  two  sides  for  the  game.  And 
there  was  no  home  diamond;  they 
played  wherever  a  diamond  was 
available. 

The  evolution  of  the  League  from 
that  summer  to  the  present  has  been 
shaped  by  two  distinct  but  connected 
concerns:  how  to  improve  standards  of 
play  without  slamming  the  door  on  in- 
experienced players  and  how  public  to 
be  as  a  gay  organization. 

During  the  first  two  years,  when  there 
were  no  teams,  the  play  was  casual.  If 
you  felt  like  playing  softball  you  showed 
up;  if  not,  you  didn't.  Anyone  could 
come  along  and  play.  Jack  Brannigan, 
one  of  the  originals  and  the  League's 
first  elected  commissioner,  recalls  that 
"the  League  started  as  a  fun  thing, 
where  you  didn't  have  to  worry  about 
dropping  the  ball." 

But  this  fun  orientation  minimized 


Can  community 
and  competition, 
amateurs  and  experts, 
winners  and  losers 
all  work  together 
on  the  ball  field? 
At  the  bottom  of  this 
park  there's  a  bunch 
of  men  and  women 
playing  hard  to  prove 
that  the  answer 
is  yes. 

Toronto's  Cabbagetown  Group 
Softball  League,  hosts  of  the  Fifth 
Gay  Softball  World  Series. 
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Skill  and  self -respect 


the  opportunity  to  get  better  at  the 
game.  After  two  years  of  such  scrub 
games,  it  appears  that  the  desire  to 
measure  skill  and  its  improvement  — 
tied  up  with  considerations  of  growing 
self-confidence  —  precipitated  a  thor- 
oughgoing change.  In  the  winter  of 
1977,  four  teams  were  drawn  up  in  ad- 
vance of  the  season,  a  schedule  of 
games  was  laid  down  and  a  home  dia- 
mond —  in  Riverdale  Park  —  was  ac- 
quired. From  then  on,  expertise  would 
be  measured  and  recognized.  Gay  men 
would  become  good  at  this  sport,  des- 
pite the  stereotypes. 

The  downside  of  this  change  was  this: 
now  there  would  be  teams,  but  they 
would  be  good  teams  and  bad  teams.  In 
order  to  make  winners,  you  have  to 
make  losers. 

Hardly  had  the  team  system  been 
introduced  when  the  drive  for  compe- 
tence received  a  fresh  boost.  "We 
thought  we  were  the  only  gay  softball 
league  around,"  laughs  Jack  Bran- 
nigan, "and  then  in  1977  we  found  out 
about  a  similar  group  in  New  York."  A 
team  was  dispatched  to  play  an  exhibi- 
tion game  in  New  York.  Toronto  lost. 

In  1978,  the  (  (,si  sponsored  the  first 


Canada  Cup  Tournament,  in  Toronto. 
Teams  came  from  New  York  and  Mil- 
waukee. Toronto  lost. 

Later  the  same  year,  the  League  sent 
a  team  to  the  second  Gay  Softball 
World  Series  in  New  York.  Toronto  lost. 

Toronto  wanted  to  win.  To  stand  a 
chance  against  the  more  practised  and 
organized  US  leagues,  it  had  to  play  bet- 
ter still.  In  early  1979,  a  formal  consti- 
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tution  was  voted  in;  it  provided  for  the 
extensive  organization  and  backup 
activities  needed  to  produce  better 
teams,  assigning  a  new  importance  to 
nonplaying  members  of  the  League. 

Even  at  this  point,  however,  the  drive 
to  win  was  not  pushing  all  other  consid- 
erations aside.  The  CGSL  still  wanted  to 
stay  open  to  new  and  inexperienced 
players,  and  it  remained  an  island  of 
humanistic  values  in  the  sea  of  commer- 
cialized US  leagues. 

In  the  United  States,  gay  softball  has 
largely  been  the  creature  of  commercial 
establishments,  mainly  bars.  A  bar  own- 
er establishes  a  team  and  pays  its  ex- 
penses; it  bears  the  name  of  the  bar  as  a 
form  of  advertising.  The  CGSL  began  as 
a  community  organization  and  its  new 
constitution  explicitly  ruled  out  com- 
mercial sponsorship  of  teams.  That  is 
why  the  team  names  are  so  charmingly 
unbasebaUesque,  varying  from  the  coj 
to  the  cryptic:  the  Zyppers,  last  Side 
Story,  Blaze,  the  Headhunters,  Toronto 
Special  Edition,  Mea  Petito  Choux,  the 
Concordes,  the  Cougars,  Raw  Talent 
and  SI  I  (said  to  stand  tor  Special  Task 
Force  by  some,  rod  by  others  For  Some 
Tough  Faggots) 
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A  corollary  of  bar  sponsorship  in  the 
US  leagues  is  that  the  bar  owner  directs 
the  team  manager  and  decides  who  gets 
on  the  team.  A  winning  team  is  a  better 
advertisement  than  a  losing  one.  In  the 
CGSL,  by  contrast,  the  managers  have 
been  responsible  to  the  players,  both 
directly  and  through  the  executive  ap- 
paratus. Team  members  are  chosen 
from  among  the  existing  membership  of 
the  League  by  a  draft  system. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion, further  changes  have  been  made, 
all  tending  in  the  same  direction:  the 
creation  of  winning  teams.  The  practice 
of  recreating  the  teams  annually  is  grad- 
ually being  eroded  by  allowing  a  speci- 
fied number  of  players  on  each  team  to 
stay  together  from  year  to  year,  at  the 
choice  of  the  team  manager.  This  year, 
managers  were  entitled  to  hang  onto  as 
many  as  four  players  from  the  last 
season.  Next  year  it  will  be  seven.  This 
allows  good  teams  —  pools  of  expertise 
—  to  last  from  year  to  year.  In  addition, 
all  League  umpires  must  now  be  certi- 
fied by  official  softball  authorities  and 
more  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  keep- 
ing of  statistics.  And  there  is  a  move 
toward  allowing  managers  to  recruit 
directly,  as  they  do  in  the  US  leagues, 
rather  than  choosing  players  from 
among  the  existing  League  membership. 
And  a  telltale  sign:  over  the  past  two 
years,  more  and  more  of  the  teams  have 
been  buying  uniforms;  the  informal 
look  is  definitely  on  the  decline. 

Even  so,  the  leadership  of  the  CGSL 
says  it  remains  committed  to  the  princi- 
ple of  open  participation.  Both  Com- 
missioner Ron  Buston  and  Series  V  pub- 
licity officer  David  Wood  stress  that  the 
league  wants  to  encourage  newcomers 
and  offers  a  special  training  programme 
to  impart  essential  softball  skills  to  new 
members  before  the  season  opens. 

Is  the  will  to  win  going  too  far  in 
reshaping  the  CGSL?  Not  according  to 
Ron.  "The  feeling  right  now  in  the 
League  is  ten-to-one  in  favour  of  more 
emphasis  on  the  game;  two  years  ago,  it 
was  the  other  way  around.  My  concern 
is  not  to  tip  it  too  far  in  any  one  direc- 
tion. For  five  years,  we  have  been  a 
scrub  league  and  now  it's  time  to  go  in 
the  other  direction." 

As  the  balance  of  forces  within  the 
CGSL  shifted  continually  away  from 
equal  participation  by  all  and  toward 
the  cultivation  of  expertise,  another 
contentious  issue  was  starting  to  bubble 
to  the  surface:  just  how  open  should  the 
League  be  as  a  gay  organization  and 
how  explicit  its  ties  to  Toronto's  gay 
community?  Ron  likes  to  say  that  the 
League  has  always  been  open  about 
being  gay  in  its  dealings  with  outside 
forces  like  the  city  parks  department, 
which  grants  the  use  of  baseball  dia- 
monds: "All  of  our  contacts  have  been 
upfront  right  from  the  beginning." 

Nevertheless,  when  the  League  first 
applied  for  the  use  of  Riverdale  Park,  it 
was  calling  itself  the  Cabbagetown  Pro- 
fessional Group  Softball  League  and 
described  itself  as  "a  group  of  profes- 
sional people  concerned  about  their 
health."  But  it  was  soon  establishing 
needed  working  relationships  with  gov- 
ernment officials  and,  according  to 
everyone  I  talked  to,  was  open  about 
identifying  itself  as  a  gay  organization. 
Gordon  Cressy,  a  city  alderman  who 
represents  parts  of  Riverdale  and  Cab- 
bagetown, was  mentioned  as  a  public 
official  who  has  been  "a  great  help"  to 
the  League.  MP  Bob  Rae  has  acted  as  a 
liaison  between  the  League  and  the  fed- 
eral government,  as  a  safeguard  against 
border  problems  for  visiting  US  teams. 

The  League  had  come  farther  out  of 
the  closet  by  the  time  it  adopted  its  writ- 
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Raw  Talent:  Softball  and  sociability 

Raw  Talent  is  the  CGSL  team  with  which,  through  social  accident,  I  have  become  most 
familiar.  Neither  among  the  highest  nor  the  lowest  in  the  current  league  standings,  the  team 
reflects  in  small  the  diversity  of  the  CGSL  membership. 

One  woman  plays  for  Raw  Talent.  Under  the  CGSL  constitution,  the  League  is  open  equally 
to  men  and  women.  During  the  last  two  years,  attempts  to  encourage  women  to  join  the 
League  have  produced  results:  female  membership  has  risen  from  a  handful  last  year  to 
about  10%  of  the  League's  members  this  year. 

There  are  two  unusual  things  about  Raw  Talent.  First,  it  contains  two  of  the  four  former 
commissioners  of  the  League,  Jack  Brannigan  and  Warren  Shepell.  And  one  of  its  members, 
Steve  White,  is  straight,  one  of  the  handful  of  heterosexuals,  male  and  female,  in  the 
League.  Steve  became  involved  with  the  League  by  playing  a  few  practice  games  with  one  of 
his  brothers,  who  is  gay.  "It's  a  lot  of  fun.  I  didn  t  think  about  it  at  all  before  joining;  I  was 
well  educated  about  the  gay  scene  by  my  brother.  "  And  what  about  gay  League  members 
who  assume  he's  gay?  "Youmean,  and  come  on  to  me?  It's  happened.  I  just  shrug  it  off ; 
it's  nothing  serious." 

Morris  Berchard  is  a  social  worker,  now  in  his  third  season  with  CGSL.  He  plays  left 
field  for  Raw  Talent. 

"I  joined  the  League  because  it  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  meet  gay  people  with  similar 
interests  outside  the  bars.  It  has  given  me  a  greater  appreciation  of  my  gayness. 

' '  The  concept  of  the  team  is  beginning  to  predominate  in  our  playing  and  that  can  neglect 
the  individual.  People  who  just  enjoy  playing  the  game  are  being  left  out  on  some  teams.  The 
newer  players  are  sitting  on  the  bench  and  the  stronger  players  are  playing.  I  like  to  see  a 
balance  between  the  competitive  aspects  of  the  game  and  the  social  aspects. " 

Jay  Marchand  is  a  former  Cape  Bretoner  who  now  works  as  a  computer  technician.  This 
is  her  first  season  with  CGSL,  but  she  has  been  playing  softball  in  other  leagues  for  a  while. 
She  covers  first  base  for  Raw  Talent. 

"It's  good  to  get  out  and  have  fun  by  playing.  The  guys  learn  to  respect  you.  There  are 
some  guys  who  are  hard  to  reach,  but  you  get  to  know  them.  You  make  a  lot  of  friends  — 
and  a  lot  of  enemies,  too,  I  guess.  I  haven 't  met  many  of  the  other  women.  At  the  games  it's 
just  'Hello. '  And  we  cheer  for  each  other. 

'  'Everyone  has  a  competitive  streak  in  them;  you  don 't  want  to  wait  for  the  ones  who  fall 
behind.  I  think  the  teams  should  be  picked  out  of  a  hat. " 

Tom  Bindon  makes  his  living  by  managing  a  laboratory.  He  played  with  the  League  for 
two  years  a  while  back  and  has  returned  part  way  through  the  current  season  to  take  the 
place  of  his  lover,  who  was  injured  and  had  to  quit  playing.  Tom  covers  second  base. 

"I  like  competitive  sports;  the  League  allows  me  to  play  with  people  who  accept  me  as 
myself.  Also,  Toronto  is  rather  cliquey  and  the  League  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  do 
something  with  other  gay  men  where  they're  not  feeling  sorry  for  themselves. 

'  'Some  people  stopped  playing  with  the  League  because  we  never  improved.  I  don't  see 
anything  wrong  with  improving  the  game,  but  we  shouldn  7  shun  people  who  aren  't  good  at 
it;  it  builds  their  self-confidence. " 

Kevin  Smith  has  been  around  CGSL  for  a  long  time  —  five  years  —  and  is  the  Raw  Talent 
manager.  He  and  David  Wood  produced  the  slick  film  about  Toronto  which  persuaded 
NAGAAA  to  award  this  year's  World  Series  to  CGSL.  In  real  life,  he's  a  recording  engineer. 

"It  took  me  a  long  time  to  learn  softball,  but  I  love  the  game.  The  social  life  is  nice,  but 
there 's  plenty  of  that  around  anyway;  people  meet  on  a  different  level  in  softball. 

"We  've  made  changes  to  improve  the  game,  but  the  League  is  not  based  on  winning. 
Anybody  can  join.  We  want  people  to  play  softball  and  enjoy  it. ' ' 

Jack  Brannigan,  a  chemical  engineer,  has  been  with  the  League  since  it  began,  was  its 

first  elected  commissioner  and  now  plays  third  base  for  Raw  Talent. 
"Playing  for  the  League  builds  self-confidence  and,  in  the  long  run,  it  will  help  us  com- 
municate with  the  larger  (nongay)  communi- 
ty. I  would  not  want  to  have  good  baseball  to 
the  extent  of  blocking  people  who  cannot  play 
well  from  coming  in;  that  would  cut  us  off  and 
the  League  and  the  community  would  suffer. 

"The  CGSL  has  made  me  less  closety;  I 
have  more  confidence  in  who  I  am.  But  I'm 
still  nervous  about  appearing  in  this  article; 
I  'm  not  totally  out  of  the  closet  by  any 
means. " 

David  Wood,  originally  from  Winnipeg, 
has  been  with  cgsl  for  three  seasons  and  this 
year  is  playing  left  field.  He's  also  handling 
publicity  for  the  Fifth  Gay  Softball  World 
Series.  Off  the  diamond  he  is  a  computer 
systems  engineer. 

"I  used  to  hate  softball  when  I  was  a  kid. 
The  first  year  I  was  in  the  League,  I  met  a  lot 
of  people,  some  I  still  know.  Some  people  I 
knew  left  us  for  the  Riverdale  Softball  League 
because  of  its  stress  on  producing  a  winning 
team.  But  I  stayed  with  CGSL  on  principle;  it's 
a  populist  league,  open  to  everyone  who 
wants  to  try. 

'  'A  lot  of  self-respect  comes  out  of  play- 
ing with  the  League.  Both  avenues  must 
remain  open:  the  softball  aspect  and  the 
social  aspect.  "O 
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Keeping  the  "North"  in  NAGAAA 


The  Gay  Softball  World  Series  brings  together 
the  winning  teams  from  leagues  across  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  The  Series  was 
born  in  1977,  when  a  team  from  New  York 
travelled  to  San  Francisco  to  play  against  the 
Community  Softball  League  champions. 

The  next  year  Toronto  was  the  site  of  a 
meeting  of  league  representatives  to  reach 
agreement  on  the  rules  for  the  World  Series. 
The  second  Series  was  then  played  in  New 
York,  with  teams  coming  from  Toronto, 
Milwaukee,  Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco. 

In  1979  the  same  five  leagues  created  the 
North  American  Gay  Alliance  to  govern  the 
World  Series  and,  in  the  fall  of  that  year, 
elected  Warren  Shepell,  the  Cabbagetown 
Group  Softball  League  commissioner,  head  of 
the  Gay  Alliance.  The  Alliance,  which  later 
expanded  its  name  to  the  North  American  Gay 
Amateur  Athletic  Alliance,  awarded  the- third 
World  Series  (1979)  to  Milwaukee,  the  fourth 
(1980)  to  Los  Angeles  and  the  fifth  (this  year) 
to  Toronto.  Since  1979,  nagaaa  has  grown  to 
embrace  more  leagues:  Boston,  Southern 
New  England,  Atlanta,  Chicago,  Minneapolis- 
St  Paul  and  Houston. 

It  has  named  itself  the  North  American  gay 
Amateur  Athletic  Alliance,  but,  with  ten  US 
member  leagues  and  only  one  Canadian  (the 
Vancouver  league  has  allowed  its  Alliance 
membership  to  lapse),  nagaaa  tends  to  be  a 
US  organization,  with  attendant  hidden  costs 
for  Toronto.  The  Alliance  has  decided,  for 


example,  that  the  World  Series  is  to  be  played 
by  US  softball  rules,  not  by  the  international 
rules  which  hold  sway  in  this  country.  Inevi- 
tably, the  CGSL  is  converting  to  the  US  rules 
for  all  its  own  games  —  it  would  be  a  severe 
handicap  for  its  championship  team  to  have  to 
adapt  to  a  new  set  of  rules  for  the  World 
Series  games. 

Despite  nagaaa  's  impositions,  the  affilia- 
tion with  the  Alliance  seems  to  have  been 
mostly  beneficial  for  the  CGSL.  When  the 
League's  teams  raised  their  sights  from  best- 
ing each  other  to  winning  the  North  American 
championship,  they  committed  themselves  to 
a  higher  quality  of  softball  and  it's  starting  to 
show.  The  CGSL  team  which  took  part  in  the 
annual  Wreck  Room  Classic  in  Milwaukee 
won  two  of  its  three  games,  losing  the  third  by 
only  one  point.  And,  at  the  Twin-Cities  Inde- 
pendence Day  Invitational  Softball  Tourna- 
ment, the  League  placed  eighth  in  a  field  of 
22.  Both  results  represent  considerable 
improvements  on  the  League's  tradition  of 
finishing  in  the  basement  against  US  teams. 

And  a  further  benefit:  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  example  of  the  US  leagues  has  contribu- 
ted to  a  less  closety  attitude,  both  in  the  CGSL 
as  an  organization  and  among  its  individual 
members. 

Despite  the  overwhelming  US  presence,  the 
CGSL  has  not  accepted  a  passive  role  as  the 
token  which  justifies  the  label  "North  Amer- 
ican. "  But  as  a  founding  member  of  the  Alli- 


ance and  as  the  league  whose  commissioner 
presided  over  nagaaa  in  its  formative  period, 
the  CGSL  has  been  able  to  raise  doubts  within 
the  Alliance  about  US  norms,  particularly  the 
influence  of  bar  owners. 

The  fifth  World  Series  will  bring  about  150 
players  to  Toronto.  In  addition,  the  weeklong 
event  is  expected  to  draw  an  influx  of  fans, 
mostly  from  the  US,  estimated  at  anywhere 
between  one  and  five  thousand.  Visiting  spec- 
tators must  find  their  own  accommodation. 
But  CGSL  has  to  seek  out  homes  for  those  150 
players.  If  you  live  in  Toronto  and  have  some 
room  to  spare,  or  if  you  just  want  the  latest 
information  on  World  Series  events,  call  the 
Series  V  Hotline  at  363-8877.  D 


ten  constitution  in  1979,  in  which  the 
first  objective  of  the  League  is  said  to  be 
"to  provide  and  protect  the  opportunity 
for  individuals,  who  support  the  bonds 
of  gay  fellowship,  to  play  softball." 

But  the  biggest  step  out  of  the  closet 
grew,  strangely  enough,  out  of  the  need 
to  become  a  "competitive  league"  — 
CGSLese  for  winning.  The  need  to  win 
was  closely  bound  up  with  the  League's 
attempt  to  compete  with  US  leagues  and 
with  its  decision  to  bid  for  the  fifth  Gay 


Softball  World  Series.  But,  in  order  to 
pull  off  the  World  Series,  CGSL  would 
have  to  adopt  a  higher  profile  as  a  gay 
organization,  both  within  the  gay  com- 
munity and  in  its  dealings  with  govern- 
ment agencies  and  private  companies. 
"We  had  to  be  upfront  about  the  gay 
issue  from  the  start,"  says  Ron.  "If  we 
weren't,  we  ran  the  risk  that  some  com- 
pany might  suddenly  find  out  and  with- 
draw its  cooperation  at  a  critical 
point." 

And  hosting  the  Series  meant  an  un- 
precedented outreach  into  the  Toronto 
gay  community  to  raise  funds,  to 
accommodate  the  out-of-town  players 
and  to  draw  an  audience. 

What  has  been  the  reaction  to  the 
League's  higher  profile?  Ron  Buston 
smiles:  "I  must  have  made  5,000  phone 
calls  for  the  League;  I've  always  been 
upfront  and  have  never  had  a  negative 
reaction." 

The  coming  out  of  the  League  seems 


to  some  extent  to  be  rubbing  off  on  its 
members.  When  I  started  to  ask  Raw 
Talent's  players  for  interviews  and  pic- 
tures, I  expected  to  get  few  of  them  to 
agree.  Of  the  14  I  asked,  ten  immediate- 
ly said  yes.  Last  year,  in  an  article  about 
the  CGSL  by  Michael  Lynch  in  TBP,  a 
player  identified  as  Jack  B  said:  "Pro- 
bably in  two  years  you  can  use  my  full 
name  in  an  article  like  this."  Of  course, 
Jack  B  is  Jack  Brannigan,  and  he's  a 
whole  year  ahead  of  schedule. 

The  debates  within  the  League  over 
the  increasing  emphasis  on  "serious 
softball"  and  its  profile  as  a  gay  organi- 
zation have  not  always  been  abstract 
and  polite.  In  the  fall  of  1979,  a  large 
group  of  members  left  the  CGSL  to 
form  their  own  league,  the  Riverdale 
Softball  League.  The  split  was  the  occa- 
sion of  much  bitterness  which  two  years 
later  remains  strong.  I  was  unable  to 
secure  an  interview  with  any  representa- 
tive of  the  RSL;  it  was  apparent  that  I 
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was  suspect  because  I  was  writing  an 
article  about  the  CGSL. 

The  breakaway  group  expressed  dis- 
satisfaction that  the  CGSL  was  moving 
so  slowly  in  the  direction  of  producing 
winning  teams,  and  felt  that  the  large 
support  apparatus  being  set  up  under 
the  new  constitution  was  diverting  time 
and  energy  from  the  honing  of  the 
game.  It  seems  that  the  previous  season, 
the  first  played  under  the  new  constitu- 
tion, had  produced  no  better  results 
than  earlier  years. 

It  is  also  possible  that  the  departing 
members  were  against  the  growing 
public  profile  of  the  CGSL.  It's  worth 
noting  that  they  left  only  after  the 
League  voted  —  almost  unanimously  — 
to  host  the  Gay  Softball  World  Series, 
implicitly  authorizing  a  less  closety 
mode  of  operation.  And  perhaps  a  com- 
ment by  an  RSL  representative,  quoted 
last  year  by  Michael  Lynch,  supports 
this  point:  "We  want  to  de-emphasize 
the  gay  and  emphasize  the  softball." 

Although  the  RSL  hardliners  may 
have  lost  the  war,  it  can  be  argued  that 
they've  won  the  (uneasy)  peace.  The 
CGSL  has  continued  to  move  in  the 
direction  they  favoured,  if  not  as  quick- 
ly as  they  wished.  And,  according  to 
CGSL  officials,  this  year  has  seen  a  large 
number  of  RSL  players  either  cross  over 
to  the  CGSL  or  sign  up  for  both  leagues. 

Whether  the  CGSL  will  continue  to 
reach  out  to  the  rest  of  us  may  depend 
on  the  community's  reaction  to  the 
looming  World  Series.  If  interest  is  low 
and  attendance  spotty,  the  urge  will  be 
strong  for  the  League  to  turn  in  on  it- 
self, to  seek  communion  with  its  sister 
leagues  in  other  cities. 

As  for  the  issue  of  expertise,  it  is  clear 
that  the  League  will  continue  to  evolve 
away  from  an  ethic  of  open  participa- 
tion and  toward  a  devotion  to  compe- 
tence. But  an  emphasis  on  softball 
doesn't  necessarily  mean  a  turn  away 
from  the  community.  It  can  be,  on  the 
contrary,  a  unifying  factor. 

As  I  was  watching  a  game  one  day,  a 
player  waiting  to  go  to  bat  was  urging 
on  his  teammates:  "Come  on,  guys!" 
As  he  repeated  the  shout,  he  glanced  at 
a  fellow  player,  a  woman  on  his  team, 
and  then  added,  only  half  as  loud,  a 
questioning  "And  gals?"  He  paused, 
looked  at  her  and  said,  "I  don't  know 
what  to  say."  She  considered  it  for  a 
few  seconds  and  replied,  "I  guess  'guys' 
is  okay  with  me." 

It  occurred  to  me  that  this  small 
exchange,  this  little  bit  of  growth,  was 
possible  because  the  potentially  disrup- 
tive political  differences  between  gay 
men  and  lesbians  within  the  League  are 
submerged  by  their  shared  devotion  to 
the  game.  Submerged,  but  not  erased; 
the  game  becomes  a  unifying  frame- 
work within  which  the  two  groups  can 
bump  up  against  each  other,  learn  to 
accommodate  each  other,  without  fall- 
ing into  a  political  demolition  derby. 

In  the  eyes  of  many  members,  the 
CGSL  was  born  with  an  overpowering 
tilt  towards  community  participation 
and  still  has  a  way  to  go  before  it  reach- 
es a  balance  between  the  extremes  of  all- 
experts-no-amateurs  and  all-amateurs- 
no-experts.  It  is  well  to  keep  in  mind 
that,  although  it  may  appear  to  some  to 
be  sacrificing  its  democratic  traditions 
on  the  altar  of  expertise,  it  is  viewed  as  a 
model  of  openness  and  community  par- 
ticipation by  others  in  the  game. 

"US  managers  come  up  here,  see  how 
we  run  our  league  and  think  we're 
idiots,"  says  Ron  Buston.  "A  year  later 
they  come  back  and  want  a  copy  of  our 
constitution. 

"Our  league  will  survive  longest," 
Ron  assures  me.  "And  best."D 
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Asking  for  the  moon 

Lillian  Faderman  in  Surpassing  the 
Love  of  Men:  Romantic  Friendships 
and  Love  Between  Women  from  the 
Renaissance  to  the  Present  began  her 
study  to  find  the  answer  to  a  puzzling 
question,  why  passionate  relationships 
between  women  have  been  condoned  in 
other  eras  and  persecuted  in  our  own. 
She  marks  the  change  in  attitude  at 
World  War  I.  In  her  long,  fascinating 
and  detailed  study,  she  comes  to  several 
related  conclusions.  The  first  is  that, 
since  women  were  conditioned  to  deny 
their  own  sexual  appetites,  the  vast  maj- 
ority of  relationships  between  women 
before  the  20th  century,  however  pas- 
sionate in  language,  were  not  overtly 
sexual.  The  second  is  that,  though  many 
women  longed  to  live  together,  only  a 
rare  few  had  the  economic  indepen- 
dence to  act  on  such  a  choice.  Only 
when  women  began  to  achieve  some 
degree  of  independence  did  their  rela- 
tionships with  other  women  become  a 
threat  to  men.  What  had  been  viewed  as 
harmless,  even  charming,  now  had  to  be 
labeled  immoral  and  sick. 

It  is  always  difficult  for  me  to  accept 
how  much  of  our  behaviour  is  condi- 
tioned, how  bound  we  are  within  the 
ignorance  of  our  time,  but  the  more  I 
read  of  Lillian  Faderman,  the  more  con- 
vinced I  became  that  women's  know- 
ledge of  their  own  sexuality,  in  western 
culture,  anyway,  is  a  development  of 
the  20th  century. 

If  the  vast  majority  of  women  until 
very  recently  lived  their  lives  without 
sexual  pleasure,  believing  with  men  that 
such  an  appetite  was  exclusively  male, 
we  are  now  not  simply  in  the  business  of 
breaking  the  silence  about  sexual  exper- 
ience but  actually  experiencing  female 
sexuality  for  the  first  time.  If  the  female 
orgasm  is  not  older  than,  let's  say,  the 
airplane,  is  it  a  revolutionary  discovery 
of  basic  importance  to  women,  or  could 
it  instead  be  a  gigantic  fad  like  jogging 
from  which  the  majority  will  withdraw, 
finding  it  too  much  work,  dangerous  to 
health,  unnecessarily  complicating  and 
time  consuming  for  the  actual  value  of 
it?  Will  people  look  back  at  this  period 
of  sexual  liberation  with  the  sense  of 
disbelief  that  I  have  in  thinking  about 
the  probable  innocence  of  sexual  pleas- 
ure in  my  grandmothers? 

I  know  it  sounds  preposterous  that 
women  might,  in  fact,  withdraw  from 
their  own  new  understanding  of  their 
bodies,  but  the  implications  of  sexual 
pleasure  for  women  haven't  yet  been 
evaluated. 

There  is  already  a  tone  of  wistfulness 
in  Lillian  Faderman  about  the  inno- 
cence there  once  was  between  women, 
who  now  don't  have  the  option  of  ig- 
noring the  sexual  implications  in  their 
relationships  with  each  other.  Oddly  it 
is  now  easier  for  a  man  and  woman  to 
claim  platonic  relationship  which 
involves  affection  and  loyalty  than  it  is 
for  women  to  be  intimate  friends  with- 
out being  lovers. 

Though  there  have  been  attempts  by 
women  to  make  sexual  experience  as 
quickly  and  impersonally  available  for 
themselves  as  for  men,  I  think  it  is  not 
simply  lack  of  economic  clout  or  spirit 
of  enterprise  that  gives  us  no  equivalent 
to  the  steam  baths.  Our  most  impressive 
demonstration,  the  "Take  Back  the 


Night"  march  in  San  Francisco,  was  for 
freedom  from  sexual  molesting  on  the 
streets.  The  growing  protest  against  por- 
nography in  the  women's  movement 
also  seems  more  important  to  us  than 
developing  a  pornography  of  our  own 
to  indulge  our  newly  discovered 
sexuality. 

Whatever  knowing  that  we  are  capa- 
ble of  sexual  pleasure  means  to  us,  it 
obviously  doesn't  mean  what  many  men 
hoped  it  would:  our  finally  agreeing 
with  them  that,  if  rape  is  inevitable,  we 
should  relax  and  enjoy  it.  Nor  do  I 
think  it  necessarily  means  that  great 
numbers  of  women  want  their  relation- 
ships with  other  women  sexually 
defined. 

If  we  are  as  human  creatures  so  com- 
munally defined  that  most  of  us  can 


Flora  MacDonald  Denison  (right)  and  friend 

have  been  kept  in  sexual  ignorance  for 
centuries,  we  have  to  realize  how  fragile 
our  control  is  over  our  knowledge  and 
what  we  are  to  do  with  it.  That  our  sex- 
ual appetities  are  entirely  detached  from 
their  biological  purpose  may  be  more  of 
an  evolutionary  joke  than  a  blessing,  as 
our  walking  upright  is  often  suggested 
to  be.  Certainly  both  can  be  hard  on  the 
back,  but  our  brains,  about  which  we 
are  so  proud,  may  give  us  at  least  a 
sense  of  irony  about  our  condition. 

Our  new  freedom  is  as  susceptible  to 
new  bondage  as  our  ignorance  has  been 
in  the  past.  What  we  are  capable  of  is 
not  necessarily  what  should  define  our 
choices.  Reaching  for  the  moon  has,  for 
instance,  proved  a  very  expensive  and 
sterile  experience,  given  what  we  might 
have  done  with  all  that  money,  intelli- 
gence and  courage. 

In  the  discovery  of  the  multiple 
orgasm,  it's  not  really  a  question  of  how 
many  we  can  have  but  how  many  we 
want,  with  whom,  if  at  all.  In  order  to 
answer  that  question  fairly  for  each 
woman,  among  the  sexual  options  now 
being  offered  to  women  there  must  be 
the  freedom  to  choose  "None  of  the 
above."  To  proceed  more  cautiously,  to 
integrate  our  sexuality  with  all  other 
aims  and  privileges  of  our  lives  may  save 
us,  and  men  with  us,  from  the  mindless 
brutality  male  pornography  promises  in 
the  name  of  sexual  freedom. 

We  may  have  been  slow  to  evolve  our 
awareness  of  our  own  sexual  pleasure 
not  only  because  we  have  been  per- 
ceived as  the  property  of  men  but  also 
because  it  is  only  really  awakened  in  a 
climate  of  tenderness  and  equality,  the 
experience  of  rare  women  in  the  past. 
The  erotic  democracy  we  dream  toward 
may  require  a  quality  of  innocence,  of 
altruism  only  our  grandmothers  can 
teach  us,  however  new  the  forms.  D 
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RELATIONSHIPS 


Feminism  has 
taught  us,  often 
wisely,  to  be  wary 
of  role-playing.  Yet  the 
lives  of  Lesbians  who  grew 
up  before  the  Seventies  have 
much  to  teach  us  about  the 
hidden  sources  of  strength 
and  erotic  power.  An  essay 
by  Joan  Nestle. 


Butch/ fern  ami  sexual  courage 


for  many  years  now  I  have  been  trying  to  figure  out  how 
to  explain  the  special  nature  of  butch-fem  relationships 
to  Lesbian  feminists  who  consider  butch-fem  a 
reproduction  of  heterosexual  models.  My  own  roots  lie 
deep  in  the  earth  of  this  Lesbian  custom,  and  what  follows  is 
one  Lesbian's  understanding  of  her  own  experience. 

In  the  late  1950s  I  walked  the  street  looking  so  butch  that 
straight  teenagers  called  me  a  bull-dyke;  however,  when  I  went 
to  the  Sea  Colony  (a  working-class  Lesbian  bar  in  Greenwich 
Village,  New  York)  looking  for  my  friends  and  sometimes  for  a 
lover,  I  was  a  fern,  a  woman  who  loved  and  wanted  to  nurture 
the  butch  strength  in  other  women.  I  am  now  40  years  old; 
although  I  have  been  a  Lesbian  for  over  20  years  and  I  embrace 
feminism  as  a  world  view,  I  can  spot  a  butch  50  feet  away  and 
still  feel  the  thrill  of  her  power.  Contrary  to  belief,  this  power  is 
not  bought  at  the  expense  of  the  fern's  identity.  Butch-fem  rela- 
tionships, as  I  experienced  them,  were  complex  erotic 
statements,  not  phony  heterosexual  replicas.  They  were  filled 
with  a  deeply  Lesbian  language  of  stance,  dress,  gesture, 
loving,  courage,  and  autonomy.  The  butch  women  I  was  with, 
and  this  included  a  passing  woman,1  never  presented  themselves 
to  me  as  men;  they  did  announce  themselves  as  tabooed  women 
who  were  willing  to  identify  their  passion  for  other  women  by 
wearing  clothes  that  symbolized  the  taking  of  responsibility. 
Part  of  this  responsibility  was  sexual  expertise.  In  the  1950s  this 
courage  to  feel  comfortable  with  arousing  another  woman 
became  a  political  act. 

Butch-fem  was  an  erotic  partnership,  serving  both  as  a 
conspicuous  flag  of  rebellion  and  as  an  intimate  exploration  of 
women's  sexuality.  It  was  not  an  accident  that  butch-fem 
couples  suffered  the  most  street  abuse  and  provoked  more 
assimilated  or  closeted  Lesbians  to  plead  with  them  not  to  be  so 
obvious.  An  excerpt  from  a  letter  by  Lorraine  Hansberry, 
published  in  The  Ladder2  in  1957,  shows  the  political  implica- 
tions of  the  butch-fem  statement;  it  is  a  plea  for  discretion 
because,  I  think,  of  the  erotic  clarity  of  the  butch-fem  visual 
image: 

Someday  I  expect  the  "discreet"  Lesbian  will  not  turn  her  head 
on  the  streets  at  the  sight  of  the  "butch"  strolling  hand  in  hand 
with  her  friend  in  their  trousers  and  definitive  haircuts.  But  for 
the  moment  it  still  disturbs.  It  creates  an  impossible  area  for 
discussion  with  one's  most  enlightened  (to  use  a  hopeful  term) 
heterosexual  friends. 3 

A  critic  of  this  essay  has  suggested  that  what  was  really  the 
problem  here  was  that  "many  other  Lesbians  at  that  time  felt 
that  the  adoption  of  culturally  defined  roles  by  the  butch-fem 
was  not  a  true  picture  of  the  majority  of  Lesbians;  they  found 
these  socialized  roles  a  limiting  reality  and  therefore  did  not 


wish  to  have  the  butch-fem  viewpoint  applied  or  expressed  as 
their  own."4  My  sense  of  the  time  says  this  was  not  the  reason. 
The  butch-fem  couple  embarrassed  other  lesbians  (and  still 
does)  because  they  made  Lesbians  culturally  visible  —  a  terrify- 
ing act  for  the  1950s.  Hansberry's  language  —  the  words  "dis- 
creet" and  "definitive"  —  is  the  key,  for  it  speaks  of  what 
some  wanted  to  keep  hidden:  that  is,  the  clearly  sexual  implica- 
tions of  the  two  women  together.  The  Ladder  advocated  "a 
mode  of  behavior  and  dress  acceptable  to  society,"  and  it  was 
this  policy  Hansberry  was  praising.  This  desire  for  passing 
combined  with  the  radical  work  of  survival  that  The  Ladder 
was  accomplishing  was  a  paradox  created  by  the  America  of  the 
1950s.  The  Ladder  was  bringing  to  the  surface  years  of  pain, 
opening  a  door  on  an  intensely  private  experience,  giving  a 
voice  to  an  "obscene"  population  in  a  decade  of  McCarthy 
witchhunts.  To  survive  meant  to  take  a  public  stance  of  societal 
cleanliness,  but  in  the  pages  of  the  journal  itself  all  dimensions 
of  Lesbian  life  were  explored,  including  butch-fem  relation- 
ships. The  Ladder  brought  off  a  unique  balancing  act  for  the 
1950s.  It  gave  nourishment  to  a  secret  and  subversive  life  while 
it  flew  a  flag  of  assimilation. 

It  was  not  the  rejection  by  our  own  that  taught  the  most 
powerful  lesson  about  sex,  gender,  and  class  that  butch-fem 
represented,  but  the  anger  we  provoked  on  the  streets.  Since  at 
times  ferns  dressed  similarly  to  their  butch  lovers,  the  aping  of 
heterosexual  roles  was  not  visually  apparent,  yet  the  sight  of  us 
was  enraging.  My  understanding  of  why  we  angered  straight 
spectators  so  is  not  that  they  saw  us  modeling  ourselves  after 
them,  but  just  the  opposite  —  that  we  were  a  symbol  of 
women's  erotic  autonomy,  a  sexual  accomplishment  that  did 
not  include  them.  The  physical  attacks  were  a  direct  attempt  to 
break  into  this  self-sufficient,  erotic  partnership.  The  most 
frequently  shouted  taunt  was:  "Which  one  of  you  is  the  man?" 
This  was  not  a  reflection  of  our  Lesbian  experience  as  much  as 
it  was  a  testimony  to  the  lack  of  erotic  categories  in  straight 
culture.  In  the  1950s,  when  we  walked  in  the  Village  holding 
hands,  we  knew  we  were  courting  violence,  but  we  also  knew 
the  political  implications  of  how  we  were  courting  each  other 
and  we  chose  not  to  sacrifice  our  need  to  heterosexual  anger/ 

The  irony  of  social  change  has  made  a  radical,  sexual, 
political  statement  of  the  1950s  appear  today  as  a  reactionary, 
non-feminist  experience.  This  is  one  reason  why  I  feci  I  must 
write  about  the  old  times  —  not  to  romanticize  butch-fem  rela- 
tionships but  to  salvage  a  period  of  Lesbian  culture  that  1  know 
to  be  important,  a  time  that  has  been  too  easily  dismissed  as  the 
decade  of  self-hatred.  Two  summers  ago  in  Kansas  at  the 
Women's  Studies  Association  Conference,  ■  slide  stuns  was 
presented  to  the  Lesbian  caucus  in  which  a  series  of  myths 


It  has  taken  me  40  years  to  write  this.  The 
following  women  helped  make  it  possible: 
Frances  Taylor,  Naomi  Holoch,  Eleanor 
Batchelder,  Paula  Grant,  and  Judith 
Schwarz,  as  well  as  the  Heresies  issue  12  col- 
lective; Paula  Webster,  who  has  said  "do  it" 
for  years;  and  most  deeply,  Deborah  Edel, 
my  butchy  Lesbian-feminist  lover,  who  never 
thought  I  was  a  freak. 


Lesbian  wall  plaque  from  the  Thirties 
Top  of  page:  a  women 's  cabaret  in  Mont- 
martre,  Paris,  circa  1930 


1,  The  word  "passing"  is  used  here  for  Les- 
bians who  look  like  men  to  the  straight 
world.  They  wear  men's  clothes  and  work  at 
men's  jobs  {eg,  driving  taxis  or  clerking  in 
stock  rooms).  Language,  however,  is  inade- 
quate here.  Neither  "passing"  nor  "trans- 
vestism" adequately  explains  the  experience 
of  the  passing  woman.  Only  she  can.  In  oth- 
er places  I  use  "passing"  to  mean  disguising 
a  deep  identity  for  societal  acceptance. 
"Passing"  in  all  its  meanings  is  a  central 
issue  in  Lesbian  culture  and  deserves  its  own 
analysis.  Michelle  Cliff's  Claiming  an  Iden- 
tity They  Taught  Me  to  Despise  (Persephone 
Press)  is  a  beginning. 

2.  The  Ladder,  published  from  1956  to  1972 
and  edited  by  Gene  Damon  (Barbara  Grier), 
was  the  mosi  susiaming  Lesbian  cultural 
creation  of  this  period.  As  a  street  Fan  living 
an  unacceptable  social  life.  I  desperately 
searched  the  I  owcr-Last-Side  newspaper 
Hands  for  this  small  slim  journal  with  I  1  H 
bian  on  its  cover.  A  complete  set  is  now 
available  at  the  l  esMaa  Herstory  Archives 

1    The  Ladder,  Number  I  (Mas  1957),  | 
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"Women  who  were  new 
to  the  life  and  entered 
bars  have  reported  that 
they  were  asked:  'Well, 
what  are  you  —  butch 
or  fern?'  Many  fled 
rather  than  answer  the 
question.  The  real 
question  behind  this 
was:  'Are you  sexual?' 
and  when  one  moved 
beyond  the  opening 
gambits,  a  whole  range 
of  sexuality  was 
possible. " 


Top:  Jinx,  Julie  and  Jinny,  Scotch  Plains, 
New  Jersey.  1978,  in  a  photo  by  JEB 
Bottom:  Doris  Lunden  (right)  with  her  lover 
Sunny,  New  Orleans,  1956 

Right:  The  senior  class  at  Teachers  College, 
New  York.  Date  unknown. 


about  Lesbians  was  entertainingly  debunked.  The  show  was  to 
be  used  in  straight  sex-education  classrooms  and  for  commun- 
ity organizations.  One  of  the  slides  was  a  comic  representation 
of  the  "myth"  of  butch-fem  relationships,  with  the  voice-over 
being  something  like:  "In  the  past  Lesbians  copied  heterosexual 
styles,  calling  themselves  'butch'  and  'fern,'  but  they  no  longer 
do  so."  I  waited  until  the  end  to  make  my  statement,  but  I  sat 
there  feeling  that  we  were  so  anxious  to  clean  up  our  lives  for 
heterosexual  acceptance  that  we  were  ready  to  force  our  own 
people  into  a  denial  of  some  deep  parts  of  our  lives.  I  knew 
what  a  butch  or  fern  woman  would  feel  seeing  this  slide  show, 
and  I  realized  that  the  price  of  social  or  superficial  feminist 
acceptance  was  too  high.  If  we  deny  the  subject  of  butch-fem 
relationships,  we  deny  the  women  who  lived  them  and  still  do. 

Because  of  the  complexity  and  authenticity  of  the  butch-fem 
experience,  I  think  we  must  take  another  look  at  the  term 
"role-playing,"  used  primarily  to  summarize  this  way  of 
loving.  I  do  not  think  the  term  serves  a  purpose  either  as  a  label 
for  or  as  a  description  of  the  experience.  As  a  fern,  I  did  what 
was  natural  for  me,  what  felt  right.  I  did  not  learn  a  part;  I 
perfected  a  way  of  loving.  The  artificial  labels  stood  waiting  for 
us  as  we  discovered  our  sexualities.  We  labeled  ourselves  as  part 
of  our  cultural  ritual,  and  the  language  reflected  our  time  in 
history,  but  the  words  stood  for  complex  sexual  and  emotional 
exchanges.  Women  who  were  new  to  the  life  and  entered  bars 
have  reported  that  they  were  asked:  "Well,  what  are  you  — 
butch  or  fern?"  Many  fled  rather  than  answer  the  question. 
The  real  question  behind  this  was:  "Are  you  sexual?"  and 
when  one  moved  beyond  the  opening  gambits,  a  whole  range  of 
sexuality  was  possible.  Butch  and  fern  covered  a  wide  variety  of 
erotic  responses.  We  joked  about  being  a  butch  fern  or  a  femmy 
butch  or  feeling  kiki  (going  both  ways).  We  joked  about  rever- 
sal of  expectations:  "Get  a  butch  home  and  she  turns  over  on 
her  back."  We  had  a  code  language  for  a  courageous  erotic 
world  for  which  many  paid  dearly.  It  is  hard  to  re-create  for  the 
1980s  what  Lesbian  sexual  play  and  display  meant  in  the  1950s, 
but  I  think  it  is  essential  for  Lesbian  feminists  to  understand 
without  shame  this  part  of  their  erotic  heritage.  I  also  think  the 
erotic  for  us,  as  colonized  people,  is  part  of  our  social  struggle 
to  survive  and  change  the  world. 

A  year  ago  some  friends  of  mine  were  talking  about  their 
experiences  in  trying  to  explain  butch-fem  relationships  to  a 
women's  studies  class.  Both  had  been  gay  since  the  1950s  and 
were  active  in  the  early  gay  liberation  struggles.  "I  tried  to 
explain  the  complex  nature  of  butch  sexuality,  its  balances  of 
strength  and  delicacy,"  Madeline  said.  "The  commitment  to 
please  each  other  was  totally  different  from  that  in  heterosexual 
relationships  in  which  the  woman  existed  to  please  the  man." 
As  she  spoke,  I  realized  that  not  only  was  there  the  erotic  state- 
ment made  by  two  women  together  but  there  was  and  still  is 
a  butch  sexuality  and  a  fern  sexuality,  not  a  woman-acting-like- 


a-man  or  a  woman-acting-like-a-woman  sexuality  but  a 
developed,  Lesbian,  specific  sexuality  that  has  a  historical  set- 
ting and  a  cultural  function.  For  instance,  as  a  fern  I  enjoyed 
strong,  fierce  lovemaking;  deep,  strong  givings  and  takings; 
erotic  play  challenges;  calculated  teasings  to  call  forth  the 
butch-fem  encounter.  But  the  essential  pleasure  was  that  we 
were  two  women,  not  masqueraders.  When  a  woman  said, 
"Give  it  to  me,  baby!"  as  I  strained  to  take  more  of  her  hand 
inside  me,  I  never  heard  the  voice  of  a  man  or  of  socially  condi- 
tioned roles.  I  heard  the  call  of  a  woman  world-traveler,  a 
brave  woman,  whose  hands  challenged  every  denial  laid  on  a 
woman's  life. 

For  me,  the  erotic  essence  of  the  butch-fem  relationship  was 
the  external  difference  of  women's  textures  and  the  bond  of 
knowledgeable  caring.  I  loved  my  lover  for  how  she  stood  as 
well  as  for  what  she  did.  Dress  was  a  part  of  it  —  the  erotic 
signal  of  her  hair  at  the  nape  of  her  neck,  touching  the  shirt 
collar;  how  she  held  a  cigarette;  the  symbolic  pinky  ring 
flashing  as  she  waved  her  hand.  I  know  this  sounds  superficial, 
but  all  these  gestures  were  a  style  of  self-presentation  that  made 
erotic  competence  a  political  statement  in  the  1950s.  A  deep 
partnership  could  be  formed  with  as  many  shared  tasks  as  there 
are  now  and  with  an  encouragement  of  the  style  which  made 
the  woman  I  loved  feel  most  comfortable.  In  bed  the  erotic 
implications  of  the  total  relationship  only  became  clearer.  My 
hands  and  lips  did  what  felt  comfortable  for  me  to  do.  I  did  not 
limit  my  sexual  responses  because  I  was  a  fern.  I  went  down  on 
my  lovers  to  catch  them  in  my  mouth  and  to  celebrate  their 
strength,  their  caring  for  me.  Deeper  than  the  sexual  position- 
ing was  the  overwhelming  love  I  felt  for  their  courage,  the 
bravery  of  their  erotic  independence. 

As  a  way  of  ignoring  what  butch-fem  meant  and  means, 
feminism  is  often  viewed  as  the  validating  starting  point  of 
healthy  Lesbian  culture.  I  believe,  however,  that  many 
Lesbians,  pre-Stonewall,  were  feminists,  but  the  primary  way 
this  feminism,  this  autonomy  of  sexual  and  social  identities, 
was  expressed  was  precisely  in  the  form  of  sexual  adventuring 
that  now  appears  so  oppressive.  If  butch-fem  represented  an 
erotically  autonomous  world,  it  also  symbolized  many  other 
forms  of  independence.  Most  of  the  women  I  knew  in  the  Sea 
Colony  were  working  women  who  either  had  never  married  or 
who  had  left  their  husbands  and  were  thus  solely  responsible 
for  their  own  economic  survival.  Family  connections  had  been 
severed  or  the  families  were  poorer  than  the  women  themselves. 
These  were  women  who  knew  they  were  going  to  work  for  the 
rest  of  their  Lesbian  days  to  support  themselves  and  the  home 
they  chose  to  create.  They  were  hairdressers,  taxi  drivers, 
telephone  operators,  who  were  also  butch-fem  women.  Their 
feminism  was  not  an  articulated  theory;  it  was  a  lived  set  of 
options  based  on  erotic  choices. 

We  Lesbians  from  the  1950s  made  a  mistake  in  the  early 
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1970s:  we  allowed  our  lives  to  be  trivialized  and  reinterpreted 
by  feminists  who  did  not  share  our  culture.  The  slogan 
"Lesbianism  is  the  practice  and  feminism  is  the  theory"  was  a 
good  rallying  cry,  but  it  cheated  our  herstory.  The  early 
writings  need  to  be  reexamined  to  see  why  so  many  of  us 
dedicated  ourselves  to  understanding  the  homophobia  of 
straight  feminists  rather  than  to  understanding  the  life-realities 
of  Lesbian  women  "who  were  not  feminists"  (an  empty  phrase 
which  comes  too  easily  to  the  lips).  Why  did  we  expect  and 
need  Lesbians  of  later  generations  and  differing  backgrounds 
to  call  their  struggle  by  our  name?  I  am  afraid  of  the  answer, 
because  I  shared  both  worlds  and  know  how  respectable 
feminism  made  me  feel  —  how  less  dirty,  less  ugly,  less  butch 
and  fern.  But  the  pain  and  anger  at  hearing  so  much  of  my  past 
judged  unacceptable  have  begun  to  surface.  I  believe  that 
Lesbians  are  a  people,  that  we  live  as  all  people  do,  affected  by 
the  economic  and  social  forces  of  our  times.  As  a  people,  we 
have  always  struggled  to  preserve  our  people's  ways,  the  culture 
of  women  loving  women.  In  some  sense,  Lesbians  have  always 
opposed  the  patriarchy;  in  the  past,  perhaps  most  when  they 
looked  most  like  men.  This  essay  is  not  a  full-grown  analysis, 
but  it  is  an  attempt  to  shake  up  our  prevailing  judgments.  We 
disowned  our  near  past  too  quickly,  and  since  it  was  a  quiet 
past  (the  women  in  the  Sea  Colony  did  not  write  books),  it 
would  be  easy  not  to  hear  it.  Many  women  have  said  to  me,  "I 
could  never  have  come  out  when  you  did."  But  I  am  a  Lesbian 
of  the  1950s,  and  that  world  created  me.  I  sit  bemused  at 
Lesbian  conferences,  wondering  at  the  academic  course  listings, 
and  I  know  I  would  have  been  totally  intimidated  by  the 
respectability  of  some  parts  of  our  current  Lesbian  world. 
When  Monique  Wittig  said  at  the  Modern  Language  Associa- 
tion Conference  three  years  ago,  "I  am  not  a  woman,  I  am  a 
Lesbian,"  there  was  a  sharp  gasp  from  the  audience.  But  the 
statement  made  sense  to  me.  Of  course  I  am  a  woman,  but  I 
belong  to  another  geography  as  well  and  the  two  worlds  are 
complicated  and  unique. 

The  more  I  think  of  the  implications  of  the  butch-fem  world, 
the  more  I  understand  some  of  my  discomfort  with  the  customs 
of  the  late  1970s.  Once,  when  the  Lesbian  Herstory  Archives 
presented  its  slide  show  of  pre- 1970  Lesbian  images,  I  asked  the 
women  how  many  would  feel  comfortable  using  the  word 
"Lesbian"  alone  without  the  adjunct  "feminism."  I  was 
curious  about  the  power  of  the  hyphenated  word  when  so  few 
women  have  an  understanding  of  the  Lesbian  1950s.  Several  of 
the  women  could  not  accept  the  word  "Lesbian"  alone,  and 
yet  it  stood  for  women  who  did  stand  alone.  I  suggest  that  the 
word  "Lesbian-feminist"  is  a  butch-fem  relationship  (as  it  has 
been  judged,  not  as  it  was),  with  "Lesbian"  bearing  the 
emotional  weight  the  butch  does  in  modern  judgment  and 
"feminist"  becoming  the  emotional  equivalent  of  the 
stereotyped  fern,  the  image  that  can  stand  the  light  of  day. 
Lesbianism  was  theory  in  a  different  historical  setting;  we  sat  in 
bars  and  talked  about  our  lives;  we  held  hands  in  the  streets 
and  talked  about  the  challenge  of  knowing  what  we  were  not 
permitted  to  do  and  how  to  go  beyond  that;  we  took  on  police 
harassment  and  became  families  for  each  other.  Many  of  us 


were  active  in  political-change  struggles,  fed  by  the  energy  of 
our  hidden  butch-fem  Lesbian  life  which  even  our  most  liberal 
left  friends  could  not  tolerate.  Articulated  feminism  added 
another  layer  of  analysis  and  understanding,  a  profound  one, 
one  that  felt  so  good  and  made  such  wonderful  allies  that  for 
me  it  was  a  gateway  to  another  world  —  until  I  realized  that  I 
was  saying  "radical-feminist"  when  I  could  not  say  "Lesbian." 

My  butch-fem  days  have  gifted  me  with  sensitivities  I  can 
never  disown.  They  make  me  wonder  why  there  is  such  a  con- 
suming interest  in  the  butch-fem  lives  of  upper-class  women, 
usually  more  removed  literary  figures,  while  real-life,  working 
butch  and  fern  woman  are  seen  as  imitative  and  culturally 
backward.  Vita  Sackville-West,  Jane  Heap,  Missy,  Gertrude 
Stein,  and  Radclyffe  Hall  are  all  figures  who  shine  with 
audacious  self-presentation,  and  yet  the  reality  of  passing 
women,  usually  a  working-class  Lesbian's  method  of  survival, 
has  provoked  very  little  academic  Lesbian-feminist  interest. 
Grassroots  Lesbian  history  research  projects  are  changing  this. 
The  San  Francisco  Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  History  Research 
Project  has  created  a  slide  show  entitled  "Lesbian 
Masquerade,"  which  discusses  passing  women  in  San  Francisco 
at  the  turn  of  the  century.  The  Buffalo  Lesbian  Oral  History 
Project  (Madeline  Davis,  Avra  Michelson,  and  Liz  Kennedy)  is 
focussing  on  the  lives  of  pre- 1970  working-class  Lesbians.  The 
Lesbian  Herstory  Archives  has  a  slide  show  in  progress  called 
"Lesbian  Images  Pre-1970."  There  are  other  groups  in  Boston, 
Washington  DC,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York  attempting  to  be 
more  inclusive  of  the  varieties  of  the  Lesbian  experience. 

Because  I  quickly  got  the  message  in  my  first  Lesbian- 
feminist  CR  group  that  such  topics  as  butch-fem  relationships 
and  the  use  of  dildos  were  lower  class,  I  was  forced  to  under- 
stand that  sexual  style  is  a  complicated  mixture  of  class, 
history,  and  personal  integrity.  My  butch-fem  sensibility  also 
incorporates  the  wisdom  of  freaks.  When  we  broke  gender  lines 
in  the  1950s,  we  fell  off  the  biologically  charted  maps.  One  day 
many  years  ago,  as  I  was  walking  through  Central  Park,  a 
group  of  cheerful  straight  people  walked  past  me  and  said, 
"What  shall  we  feed  it?"  The  "it"  has  never  left  my  con- 
sciousness. A  butch  woman  in  her  fifties  reminisced  the  other 
day  about  when  she  was  stoned  in  Washington  Square  Park  for 
wearing  men's  clothes.  These  searing  experiences  of  marginality 
because  of  sexual  style  are  crucial  lessons. 

Butch-fem  women  made  Lesbians  visible  in  a  terrifyingly 
clear  way  in  a  historical  period  when  there  was  no  movement 
protection  for  them.  Their  appearance  spoke  of  erotic  indepen- 
dence, and  they  provoked  rage  and  censure  both  from  their 
own  community  and  straight  society.  Now  it  is  time  to  stop 
judging  and  to  begin  asking  questions  and  to  begin  listening, 
listening  not  only  to  words  which  may  be  (he  wrong  ones  for 
the  1980s,  but  also  to  gestures,  sadnesses  in  the  eyes,  gleams  of 
victories,  movements  Of  hands,  stones  told  with  sell-dismissal 

yet  stubbornness. 

There  is  a  silence  among  us,  the  voices  ol  the  1950s,  and  this 
silence  will  continue  until  all  ol  us  aie  read)  to  listen.  It  we  do, 
we  may  begin  to  understand  how  our  I  cshian  people  survived 
and  created  an  ctotie  her  it. > 


Joan  Nestle  (right)  with  Deborah  Edel, 
"my  butchy  Lesbian-feminist  lover  who 
never  thought  I  was  a  freak. " 


4.  Letter  from  Sandy  De  Sando  (August 
1980). 

5.  An  article  in  Journal  of  Homosexuality 
(Summer  1980),  "Sexual  Preference  or  Per- 
sonal Styles?  Why  Lesbians  Are  Disliked" 
by  Mary  Riege  Laner  and  Roy  H  Laner, 
documented  the  anger  and  rejection  of  51 1 
straight  college  students  toward  Lesbians 
who  were  clearly  defined  as  butch-fem. 
These  results  led  the  Laners  to  celebrate  the 
withering  away  of  butch-fem  styles  and  to 
advocate  androgyny  as  the  safest  road  to 
heterosexual  acceptance  —  a  new  plea  for 
passing.  This  is  the  liberal  voice  turned  con- 
servative, the  frightened  voice  of  the  1980s 
that  warns  Blacks  not  to  be  too  Black,  Jews 
not  to  be  too  Jewish,  and  Lesbians  not  to  be 
too  Lesbian.  To  me,  this  is  the  basis  for  a 
truly  destructive  kind  of  role-playing  —  a 
self-denial  of  natural  style  so  the  oppressor 
will  not  get  angry. 


This  article  is  a  reprint  of  "Butch /Fern  Relation- 
ships: Sexual  Courage  in  the  1950s.  "  by  Joan 
Nestle,  in  the  Sex  Issue  of  Heresies:  A  Feminist 
Publication  of  A  rt  and  Politics  t  \  ol .'.  \  <  >  ■»  I 
Heresies  is  published  by  a  coordinating  collective 
which  seeks  different  contributors  for  each  of  their 
theme  issues.  Their  address  is  Box  766.  Canal  Street 
Station.  Sew  York,  VV  IOOI3.  t.S  1 

Joan  \estle  b  a  founding  member  of  the  Lesbian 
Herstory  I 'durational  Inundation  and  ihe  I  esbian 
Herslorv  Archives  in  Sew  )ork  Cut 

ihe  I  eibian  Heritor)  AtcMves  can  be  contacted 
at  «<>>  1258,  v  »  fork,  VI  10001,  USA 

In  ( 'anada.  the  I  etbian  and  ( lav  History  Croup 
ol  loronlo  i\  actively  working  lo  recover  our 

history  "'"'  •  ''  'heir  tir\i  projects  b  the  ermti 
a  I  cshian  ami  Gay  Heritage  VfapoJ  Toronto  to 
document  places  and  events  of  vai  interest  from 
into  \roup'i  ad..- 

BOS  639    S//,    I.    JbrontO,  l>\   \f<U    ;, 
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Hollywood's  llamas 


The  Celluloid  Closet:  Homosexuality  in  the 
Movies  by  Vito  Russo.  Harper  &  Row,  1981 . 
$10.75. 

"There  have  never  been  lesbians  or  gay 
men  in  Hollywood  films.  Only  homo- 
sexuals." That  is  the  last  sentence  in 
Vito  Russo's  excellent  new  book.  His 
documentation  of  the  manner  in  which 
homosexuality  has  been  treated  in  the 
movies  is  gritty,  penetrating  and  some- 
times hilarious.  He  demonstrates  that 
the  movies  not  only  have  reflected  what 
prejudices  they  thought  audiences  had, 
but  took  a  further  step  in  giving  dramat- 
ic thrust  to  those  prejudices.  That  those 
audiences  included  gays  whose  own  self- 
oppression  was  fed  by  the  movies  is  the 
important  second  layer  of  the  book. 

The  book  is  not  about  who  was  or 
wasn't  lesbian  or  gay  in  the  Hollywood 
firmament  although,  indirectly,  it  is 
about  gay  actors,  directors,  writers  and 
producers  who  have  consistently  be- 
trayed their  own  integrity  in  their  com- 
plicity to  regard  and  treat  homosexual- 
ity as  a  dirty  secret,  "like  bed-wetting," 
as  Christopher  Isherwood  has  put  it. 
Sometimes  the  hero  has  suffered  from 
the  fatal  flaw,  the  taint  of  homosexual- 
ity, but  more  often  it  is  the  homosex- 
ual's innate  perverted,  evil,  devious 
and  sick  personality  that  has  brought 
destruction  on  good  and  decent  people, 
/  e  heterosexuals. 

Russo  illustrates  that  before  World 
War  II  pansies  and  fairies  frequently  ap- 
peared as  buffoon  characters  in  movies. 
They  were  sissies  without  sexuality. 
They  were  simply  ludicrous,  absurd  and 
harmless.  It  was  the  "drag"  tradition  of 
the  English  music  hall  carried  over  into 
the  movies.  Wallace  Beery  or  Fatty 
Arbuckle  dressed  up  as  great  big  im- 
probable women  threatened  no  one.  As 
a  modern  counterpart,  Michel  Serrault's 
Albin  in  La  Cage  aux  Folles  is  non- 
threatening  because  the  role  is  non- 
sexual. He  is  allowed  to  be  endearing, 
while  in  Seven  Sinners  (1940),  a  man  is 
beaten  and  robbed  because  his  address 
book  lists  a  telephone  number  for 
"Bruce  in  Bombay."  That  was  sexual. 

In  a  chapter  pointedly  called  "The 
Way  We  Weren't,"  Russo  focusses  on, 
among  other  things,  homosexual  denial 
as  seen  in  film  biographies.  He  cites 
Cole  Porter's  approval  of  the  heterosex- 
ualized  portrait  of  himself  by  Cary 
Grant  in  Night  and  Day,  a  super- 
charged but  dismal  1946  MGM  musical. 
He  goes  on  to  say,  "The  portrayals  of 
noted  persons  as  heterosexual  without 
regard  for  their  true  sexuality  has  never 
been  seen  as  a  serious  offence  against  a 
person's  identity  —  not  even  by  the  per- 
son whose  life  is  falsified.  No,  it  is  bet- 
ter to  be  straight.  And  gays  believed 
that.  Films  such  as  The  Agony  and  the 
Ecstasy  (1965)  and  Khartoum  (1966) 
reflected  the  care  with  which  their 
sources  masked  or  denied  the  homosex- 
uality of  Michelangelo  and  General 
Charles  Gordon,  just  as  uninspired  con- 
fections of  the  Fifties  such  as  Valentino 
(1951),  Hans  Christian  Andersen  (1952), 
and  Alexander  the  Great  (1956)  by- 
passed history  for  the  safe  illusions  held 
tightly  by  the  majority."  No  bed- 
wetting  there. 

Sometimes  the  sheer  presence  of  an 
actor  tipped  the  scale,  as  in  Greta 


Garbo's  Queen  Christina  (1933).  The 
script  had  her  abdicate  her  throne  for  a 
Spanish  ambassador,  but  gay  people  in 
the  audience  were  more  convinced  by 
Garbo's  androgynous  sensibility  and  the 
passion  with  which  she  kissed  the 
beautiful  Countess  Ebba. 

Whether  consciously  or  uncon- 
sciously, films  have  often  exploited 
homosexuality  as  erotic  and  attractive. 
This  device  is  used  in  "buddy"  films  as 
different  as  Butch  Cassidy  and  the  Sun- 
dance Kid  (many  of  us  still  fantasize 
Newman  and  Redford  "doing  it"), 
Midnight  Cowboy,  The  Deer  Hunter, 
and  Thunderbolt  and  Lightfoot  — 
which,  with  Jeff  Bridges  (in  drag)  and 
Clint  Eastwood,  one  hostile  reviewer 
renamed  Tightass  and  Cocksucker. 
Typically,  a  mixture  of  manliness  and 
tenderness  titillates  the  audience  for  a 
time,  but  before  things  get  too  horny 
and  out  of  hand,  one  of  the  men  dies. 
Rod  Steiger  did  let  it  get  out  of  hand  in 
The  Sergeant  (1968)  by  kissing  John 
Phillip  Law  smack  on  the  lips,  so  natu- 
rally he  fled  to  the  woods  and  blew  his 
head  off. 

Lesbian  scenes  have  long  been  used  in 
movies  as  a  teaser,  a  foreplay  for  the 
real  thing.  James  Bond's  conquest  of 
lesbian  Pussy  Galore  in  Goldfinger 
comes  about  because,  as  she  says,  "I've 
never  met  a  man  before."  In  a  screen 
adaptation  of  D  H  Lawrence's  The  Fox 
(1968),  a  passionate  affair  between  Jill 
and  Ellen  is  interrupted  by  the  arrival  of 
Paul.  A  tree  falls  between  Jill's  legs, 
killing  her,  and  Ellen  walks  into  the 
sunset  with  Paul,  cured.  Given  the 
chance,  heterosexuality  wins  easily.  As 
Neely  says  in  Valley  of  the  Dolls  (1967), 
"He's  not  a  fag....  And  I'm  just  the 
dame  who  can  prove  it!" 

As  films  moved  into  the  Seventies  the 
"kill  'em  or  cure  'em"  philosophy 
moved  easily  to  just  "kill  'em,"  perhaps 
taking  the  lead  from  the  mass  murder  in 
The  Damned  (1969).  Although  this  exe- 
cution was  ordered  by  Hitler,  there  was 
an  ambiguity  in  the  film,  a  vague  feeling 
that  these  queers  were  pretty  decadent 


and,  maybe,  deserved  what  they  got. 
Ditto  Cruising. 

A  gay  acquaintance  recently  aston- 
ished me  by  saying  that  he  thought  the 
shower  scene  in  Midnight  Express  was 
handled  very  well.  He  felt  that  the  rejec- 
tion had  been  tender,  that  the  scene  was 
"just  beautiful."  Well,  as  an  alternative 
to  a  fist  in  the  face,  a  knifing,  a  gang 
rape,  a  shotgun  in  the  back  of  the  head 
or  the  breaking  of  both  kneecaps,  I 
guess  it  was  tender.  But  as  a  reaction  I 
think  it  tells  a  lot  about  self-oppression 
and  about  what  gay  expectations  are  in 
movies.  That  same  scene  made  me  mad 
•as  hell:  it  was  not  only  gratuitous  but 
untrue  to  the  book  on  which  the  movie 
is  based.  The  tendency  of  gays  and  les- 
bians to  disassociate  themselves  from 
action  and  behaviour  that  is  not  to  their 
own  taste  is  allowed  full  rein  in  the 
cinema.  That  invisible  boy-lover  in 
Suddenly  Last  Summer  deserved  to  be 
cannibalized  —  look  at  all  the  trouble 
he  caused  fag  heroines  Elizabeth  Taylor 
and  Katherine  Hepburn. 

Russo  gives  strong  evidence  of  a 
much  healthier  situation  in  television 
programming.  He  rightly  credits  gay 
activists  for  their  part  in  bringing  about 
a  more  gay-sensitive,  gay-positive  ap- 
proach by  the  major  networks,  and  lists 
an  impressive  number  of  popular 
"family"  shows  which  have  included 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  the  context  of 
issues  first  raised  by  the  gay  liberation 
movement.  Walt  Whitman  and  his  lover 
Peter  Doyle  (portrayed  by  Rip  Torn  and 
Brad  Davis  respectively)  were  presented 
honestly  on  CBS  as  part  of  a  salute  to 
America's  bicentennial  in  1976.  Cana- 
dian television  can't  point  with  pride  to 
any  similar  achievement. 

Canadian  director  Claude  Jutra's  film 
By  Design,  yet  to  be  released,  does  con- 
cern a  lesbian  relationship.  But  even  if 
Canadian  television  and  Canadian 
movies  were  to  become  enlightened  and 
positive  (very  unlikely),  it  would  still  be 
Hollywood  that  defines  us.  Such  is  the 
power  of  the  celluloid  closet. 

Norman  HayD 


Thunderbolt  and  Lightfoot:  Bridges  in  drag 


Red  River:  Big  Wayne  and  "that  fag"  Clift 


Once  is  Not  Enough:  Smith  beds  Mercouri 


Wings:  soulful  look  from  Arlen  to  Rogers 


Laurel  and  Hardy  in  "Their  First  Mistake":  "sissies  without  sexuality,  ludicrous,  absurd,  a  threat  to  no  one";  later  gays  would  be  villians 
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BOOKS 


Myself  as  evidence:  alienation  explored 


Alienated  Affections:  Being  Gay  in  America 

by  Seyrhour  Kleinberg.  St  Martin's,  1981. 
$13.95. 

Since  its  beginnings  with  Montaigne  and 
Bacon,  the  essay  as  a  literary  form  has 
had  a  special  relation  with  writers  whom 
we  today,  parading  anachronism,  might 
call  gay.  The  essay  never  argues.  It  ven- 
tures forth,  tries  on,  speculates,  con- 
siders —  but  it  never  debates  or  devotes 
itself  to  persuasion.  Elastic  in  its  ways 
of  thought,  unpinned  from  dogma,  it 
affords  both  writer  and  reader  a  loose 
exploration  of  its  territory,  whether  the 
territory  be  familiar  or  new.  Since  Mon- 
taigne, right  up  through  John  Adding- 
ton  Symonds  a  century  ago,  essays  on 
"Friendship"  have  focussed  intellectual 
discussion  of  same-sex  relationships  as 
no  other  literary  form  has  done.  Per- 
haps the  very  creedal  or  ideological  laxi- 
ty of  the  essay  has  made  it  a  congenial 
setting  for  the  discussion  of  such  an 
ambivalently  provocative  topic. 

Seymour  Kleinberg  writes  in  the  best 
essay  tradition:  he  is  personal,  verbally 
acute,  au  courant,  erring  (in  the  sense  of 
wandering),  and  inconclusive.  Alienated 
Affections  reprints  five  essays  originally 
written  for  Christopher  Street  and  one 
published  in  Shenandoah.  But  four  new 
essays  and  a  careful  ordering  of  the 
whole  lot  bestow  on  even  the  previously 
published  material  a  fresh  relevance,  a 
new  range  of  implication.  Not  a  Collect- 
ed Essays,  this  is  a  unified  book,  its  uni- 
ty deriving  from  the  pervasive  presence 
of  Kleinberg's  personality.  A  book  of 
intellectual  erring,  it  is  also  autobio- 
graphy. 

Kleinberg  accomplishes,  in  this  form, 
the  goal  of  one  liberationist  axiom:  the 
interpenetration  of  the  personal  and  the 
political.  His  essays  survey  a  wide  range 
of  issues  confronting  our  community: 
connections  between  class,  politics,  and 
sexual  deviance;  the  oft-posited  "gay 
sensibility"  in  the  masscult  and  elite 
arts;  "passing";  transsexualism;  the 
"new  masculinity"  of  urban  gay  men; 
S&M;  gays  in  prison;  gay  men  and 
aging.  In  each  case  he  incorporates  the 
experience  of  persons  distinctly  other 
than  (that  is,  alienated  from)  himself, 
whether  debating  the  writings  of  this  or 
that  theorist,  interviewing  devout 
fisters,  or  documenting  the  life  of  this 
gay  prisoner  or  that  seventy-nine-year- 
old  faggot.  But  Kleinberg's  choice  of 
topics  is  ever  based  in  his  personal 
experience,  which  is  sometimes  rich  and 
sometimes  impoverished  in  relation  to 
those  topics.  His  honest  presence  filters 
—  both  transmits  and  distorts  —  the  ex- 
perience of  his  interviewees. 

Furthermore,  Kleinberg's  own  life 
enters  the  book  in  autobiographical 
essays.  Friends,  crises,  his  reading  and 
his  therapy  run  in  and  out  of  almost 
every  chapter.  "I  have  tried  to  connect 
speculation  and  generality  with  my  own 
experience,"  he  says,  "to  use  myself  as 
evidence."  It  is  bold  just  because  it  is 
not  merely  confessional.  As  a  New  York 
commie  fag  English  teacher  Jew,  Klein- 
berg's intelligence  shows  everywhere.  So 
do  his  prejudices  and  weaknesses.  He 
has  longed  for  goy  respectability;  he  has 
been  anxious  and  suffered;  he  will  grow 
old;  the  fringes  of  New  York  gay  male 
existence,  so  near  to  his  own  living  and 
tar  from  his  own  life,  fascinate  him. 
The  book  is  the  man.  And  yet,  his 
expansiveness  earns  it  the  right  not  to  be 


subtitled  Being  Seymour  Kleinberg  in 
America. 

The  payoff?  A  farrago  of  insights, 
many  of  which  should  stimulate  articles 
or  arguments  from  more  humdrum,  sys- 
tematic writers.  Does  the  gay  sensibility 
have  its  roots  in  Elizabethan  drama?  Is 
the  new  masculinity  the  oldest  closet  in 
the  house?  Where  did  drag  begin?  Does 
Freud,  or  Reik,  or  Deleuze  really  matter 
when  we  consider  S&M  or  other  margin- 
alized sexual  behaviour? 

For  Kleinberg,  Freud  does  matter  — 
more  than  any  other  theorist,  infinitely 
more  than  Kinsey  and  his  kin.  "Ulti- 
mately, Freud's  claim  of  culture  must  be 
confronted."  I  find  the  book's  Freud- 
ianism  less  interesting  as  theoretical  dis- 
cussion than  as  a  crucial  factor  in  Klein- 
berg's autobiography.  He  narrates  his 
on-again-off-again  history  with  ana- 
lysts, and  the  ways  in  which  his  sexual 
behaviour  has  shifted  in  concert  with, 
or  against,  them.  As  a  result,  his  persis- 
tent turning  to  Freud  dramatizes  the  im- 
pact of  analysis  on  his  intellectual  life. 
No  doubt  there  exist  gays  for  whom  it 
makes  a  difference,  as  it  does  for  Klein- 
berg, that  Freud  seems  to  have  seen  the 
beginning  of  human  civilization  when 
primitive  man  stopped  pissing  on  the 
fire.  But  for  me,  it  makes  more  of  a  dif- 
ference that  a  man  of  Kleinberg's  alien- 
ations is  so  preoccupied,  during  the  Six- 
ties and  Seventies  in  New  York  City, 
with  this  urethral  conjecture. 

Because  Kleinberg  tests  —  essays  — 
all  issues  according  to  his  own  experi- 
ence, there  are  odd  gaps.  The  gay  move- 
ment, except  for  the  now  very  conserva- 
tive Gay  Academic  Union  of  which  he 
was  a  radical  founding  member,  casts 
only  a  shadowy  presence  over  the  book. 
He  discusses  Hollywood  films  and  the 
women's  fashion  industry  at  length  in 
defining  the  gay  sensibility  (meaning,  of 
course,  a  particular  white  North  Ameri- 
can middle-class  sensibility),  but  ignores 
theatre  and  opera.  For  the  same  reason, 
there  are  wonderful  unanticipated  inclu- 
sions, of  which  the  richest  is  his  essay 
on  the  friendships  between  gay  men  and 
straight  women  —  his  telling  modifica- 
tion of  the  old  "Friendship"  essay  that 
Cicero  began  and  Montaigne  modern- 
ized. Kleinberg's  concern  for  this  issue 
grows  out  of  a  long,  deep  friendship 
with  a  woman  named  Sonia,  who  enters 
the  book  several  times  like  a  main  char- 
acter in  a  novel,  as  she  lived  in  his  life 
until  her  suicide.  Their  friendship  hov- 
ers over  the  book  like  an  icon,  suggest- 
ing the  importance  for  him  of  his  crit- 
ique of  the  macho  style  (when  he  sees  it 
as  anti-woman),  illustrating  the  sympa- 
thy he  finds  between  gay  men  and  straight 
women,  sadly  reminding  us  of  the 
absence  of  close  male  friends  in  his  life. 

The  wealth  of  his  relation  with  Sonia 
becomes  poignant  just  when  we  see  the 
poverty  of  his  relations  with  men.  In- 
deed, I  cannot  think  of  any  gay  male 
autobiographer  who  seems  so  estranged 
from  other  gay  men  as  Kleinberg  does. 
In  a  similar  manner,  his  verbal  brilliance 
turns  poignant  when  one  realizes  how 
much  of  his  life  has  been  obsessively 
verbal:  the  English  teaching,  the  talking 
cures,  the  Freudian  theory,  the  inter- 
views, (he  speculative  essays  commis- 
sioned by  a  talky  Manhattan  rag.  There 
is  much  verbal  felicity  here,  but  little  if 
any  pleasure  or  joy.  Pleasure  is  bodily, 
always  ot  the  body,  and  there  is  no 
physicalily  in  Alienated .i flections. 
Kleinberg's  title  refers  to  his  triple  alien- 


ation —  as  a  fag  Jewish  radical  —  from 
mainstream  America,  but  it  also  refers 
to  the  alienation  of  all  those  sparkling 
phrases  from  the  life  of  the  body.  To 
me,  this  alienation  is  the  sadder  one 
because  of  the  futility  of  these  phrases. 
As  Alexander  Lowen  measured  the  fail- 
ure of  psychoanalysis,  "it  helps  com- 
paratively little  to  understand  why  one 
behaves  as  one  does."  There  is  no 
movement  —  just  words,  words,  words. 

Kleinberg  realizes  this,  of  course, 
with  that  pitiful,  paralyzed  lucidity  of 
the  analysand  on  his  couch.  "What  I 
want  now  is  to  end  the  rhetorical,"  he 
concludes.  "The  words  in  my  mouth, 
the  words  on  the  page,  so  many  words, 
only  matter  as  felt  thought.  Without 
that  connection,  the  serious  life  of  the 
mind  that  is  the  microcosm  of  culture  is 
barren,  and  all  the  powerful  important 
confusions  of  feeling  descend  into 
whines  and  whimpers." 

Michael  Lynch  □ 

Boston  homohunt: 
sexuality  on  trial 

The  Boston  Sex  Scandal  by  John  Mitzel. 
Glad  Day  Books,  1980.  $5.95. 

The  Boston  Sex  Scandal  is  a  story  of 
resistance  in  Boston,  Massachusetts  in 
late  1977  and  1978,  but  it  is  equally 
about  Toronto  in  1981  or  Boise,  Idaho 
in  1955.  It  is  the  story  of  arrests  and 
harassment  and  the  fight  back.  The 
book  is  special  because  it  is  written  by 
one  of  the  major  participants  in  that 
resistance  to  the  anti-homosexual  witch- 
hunt launched  in  Boston  by  the  80-year- 
old  District  Attorney,  Garrett  Byrne, 
who  was  seeking  re-election. 

Byrne  first  took  aim  at  the  pedo- 
philes: "24  Men  Indicted  in  Child 
Porn"  ran  a  headline.  Despite  the 
media  hype,  there  were  never  any  charg- 
es relating  to  pornography.  A  list  of 
defendants,  complete  with  names,  ages, 
addresses  and  charges,  was  published  in 
the  Boston  Globe  beneath  a  photo  of 
five  of  the  "suspected  members  of 
Revere-based  sex  ring"  on  their  way  to 
arraignment.  This  was  the  start  of  what 
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Mitzel  sees  as  near  total  media  complici- 
ty (or  at  best  unquestioning  acceptance) 
in  the  District  Attorney's  attack  on 
what  soon  became  all  gays,  and  in 
essence  anybody  who  supported  them 
and  questioned  him.  Even  a  liberal 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Massachusetts 
Superior  Court  was  forced  out  of  office 
after  he  attended  a  benefit  lecture  by 
Gore  Vidal  —  "Bonin  At  Benefit  For 
Sex  Defendants"  ran  the  front  page 
newspaper  headline. 

A  part  of  the  gay  community  fought 
back.  There  were  marches.  There  were 
meetings.  There  were  press  releases  and 
press  conferences.  There  were  fund- 
raising  benefits.  The  gay  community 
also  fought  amongst  itself  —  the  love  of 
kiddies  like  the  love  of  leather  is 
divisive.  Response  to  the  initial  arrests 
was  made  by  a  small  group,  drawn  from 
the  staff  of  Boston's  radical  paper,  Fag 
Rag.  Each  side  gained  momentum. 
Allen  Ginsberg  came  to  town.  Anita 
Bryant  was  forced  out  of  town.  Over  a 
hundred  men  were  arrested  at  the  Bos- 
ton Public  Library  and  charged  with 
offences  ranging  from  prostitution  to 
gross  and  open  lewdness. 

Though  a  slick  read,  the  book  is  also 
a  depressing  read,  for  there  was  no  rain- 
bow at  the  end  of  the  yellow  brick  road. 
Byrne  got  re-elected  and  many  of  the 
"sex  ring"  defendants  got  stiff  sen- 
tences. But  the  events  also  provide  a 
prototype  of  how  a  few  can  fight  back 
against  attack,  for  attack  Mitzel  believes 
it  was:  an  attack  on  one  arm  of  the  gay 
community  being  an  assault  on  the 
whole  body. 

The  fight  back,  however,  did  have 
some  success.  Of  the  103  arrested  in  the 
Boston  Public  Library  only  one  was 
eventually  convicted,  and  even  his  con- 
viction was  overturned  on  appeal. 

The  book  should  be  bought  and  read. 
Mitzel  is  a  treat  to  read  and  the  book  is 
the  first,  we  hope,  of  many  publications 
by  Glad  Day  Books,  the  new  publishing 
wing  of  Glad  Day  Bookshop  of  Toron- 
to, Boston  and  soon  Baltimore. 

Peter  DayG 

Creating  out  of 
everyday  experience 

Outlander:  Short  Stories  and  Essays  by 

Jane  Rule.  Naiad  Press,  1981.  $8.95. 

Confined  to  a  room  full  of  "well- 
meaning  heterosexist"  conference  parti- 
cipants, one  of  Jane  Rule's  blue-jeaned 
and  steel-studded  dykes  eyes  the  other 
woman.  Mac  muses  to  herself:  "If 
you're  a  killer  dyke  into  leather  and  ag- 
gressive visibility,  it  takes  a  lot  of  con- 
sciousness raising  along  with  a  basic 
social  conscience  to  call  one  of  those 
expensively  pant-suited  family-jewelled 
narrow-nosed  women  'sister.'...  (Never- 
theless, her  elegantly  panted  thigh 
touches  my  tight  blue  jeans,  and  finally 
there  is  something  to  do  with  all  this 
mounting  energy." 

In  her  newest  book,  Jane  Rule  plucks 
the  "politically  correct"  from  the  erotic 
and  forces  us,  as  lesbians,  to  do  the 
same  —  to  begin  to  come  to  terms  with 
all  combinations  of  sexual  pleasures  and 
sexual  pains  without  the  condescending 
moralism  so  often  laced  between  the 
lines  of  feminist  dialogue.  She  writer 
from  the  vantage  point  of  "what  is" 
rather  than  "what  should  be."  \nd  it  is 
in  exacth.  thai  choice  —  the  creating  out 
of  everyday  experience  -  that  the  polit- 
ical dimension  emerges  in  all  its  com- 
plexity and  richness.  In  Outlander.  Jane 
Rule  not  only  rediscovers  the  well-w 
phrase  "the  personal  is  political."  she 
shows  us  precisely  why  that  is  the  case. 
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Pulling  together  two  distinctly  separ- 
ate writing  styles  (the  short  story  narra- 
tive and  the  essay  form),  she  calmly  un- 
masks a  whole  array  of  previously  sen- 
sitive or  even  socially  censored  topics. 
We  are  treated  to  everything  from  pedo- 
philia, non-monogamy  and  bisexuality, 
to  the  difficulties  encountered  by  mar- 
ried lesbians,  notions  of  equality  and 
space  in  coupled  relationships  and  the 
price  of  lesbian  visibility  in  small-town 
communities.  Often  she  covers  a  point 
either  by  dint  of  an  off-the-cuff  remark, 
by  a  longer  story  or  a  full-blown 
analysis.  For  example,  in  one  of  those 
politically-edged  comebacks  one  always 
wishes  one  had  thought  of  at  the  time, 
our  friend  Mac,  irritated  at  the  man- 
with-all-the-feminist-answers,  scoffs: 
"That's  right  rhetoric,  brother,  but 
there's  one  obvious  difficulty  with  it 
coming  out  of  your  mouth.  You  happen 
to  be  the  oppressor." 

At  another  moment  she  sums  up  the 
whole  brutality  of  homophobia,  the 
army  and  the  enforced  rupture  of  inno- 
cence by  recounting  a  typical  experience 
of  a  young  lesbian  in  the  military: 

"I  was  really  just  a  kid.  1  was  eigh- 
teen when  I  went  in,  and  I  didn't  know 
anything.  I  was  always  falling  in  love 
with  girls,  but  they  were  straight.  The 
strongest  word  I  knew  was  'crush.' 
What  they  did,  they  put  everyone  they 
suspected  into  one  barracks  and  then 
they  planted  a  couple  of  people.... 
There  were  forty  of  us.  All  of  a  sudden 
we  were  all  on  barracks  arrest  and  then 
we  were  interviewed  one  by  one.  I  went 
before  the  investigation  without  know- 
ing anything.  Four  men  questioned  me 
for  seven  hours.  I  didn't  even  know 
what  they  were  talking  about.  One  of 


Poor  old  Zorro.  He  hasn  7  really  turned  gay 
—  he's  just  less  butch  than  in  Douglas  Fair- 
banks 's  time.  With  Zorro,  the  Gay  Blade 
(Twentieth  Century  Fox),  George  Hamilton 
has  clearly  come  a  long  way  since  The 
Happy  Hooker  Goes  to  Washington.  In  this 
familiar  story  of  masked  bandits  in  tight 
trousers  and  stunning  satin  duelling  capes, 
he  bravely  tackles  the  inimitable  Cuban 
accent  of  Desi  Arnaz,  but,  alas,  it  defeats 
him. 

The  '  'gayness ' '  referred  to  in  the  film 's 
title  is  misleading.  The  "real"  Zorro,  with 
the  Ricky  Ricardo-Ricardo  Montalban 
accent,  breaks  a  foot  after  leaping  off  some- 
body's castle.  Mincing  to  the  rescue  is  his 
"almost"  identical  twin  brother,  an  exotic 
refugee  from  some  terrible  Restoration  com- 
edy, with  a  penchant  for  elaborate  eye 
make-up,  shocking  gold  lame  jumpsuits  and 
fringed  avocado-green  sombreros  with  pom- 
poms. Hamilton  lisps  lines  like  "There's  no 
shame  in  being  poor,  only  in  dressing  poor- 
ly, "  in  a  bad  English  accent,  while  dirt-poor 
peons  gratefully  grovel  before  his  thigh-high 
rose-red  suede  bootsies.  He  performs  the 
obligatory  scene  in  drag,  as  Senorita  Mar- 
garita from  Santa  Barbara,  just  so  he  can 
raid  the  ladies '  room  and  push  Brenda 
Vaccaro  around  a  bit.  Zorro' s  not  gay,  he's 
just  a  silly  sissy-boy. 

Stephen  Stuckeyn 


them  kept  saying,  'You've  been  sixty- 
nining  with  your  girlfriend  right  in  the 
barracks.'  When  I  told  him  I  didn't 
know  what  he  meant,  he  drew  me  a  pic- 
ture. Then  I  began  to  cry....  They  didn't 
have  any  real  evidence  on  me.  There 
wasn't  any.  A  lot  of  kids  were  court- 
martialed.  It  took  me  a  year  to  crack 
up.  You  see...  I  felt  so  guilty  even 
though  I  hadn't  done  anything.  It's 
such  a  lousy  way  to  find  out  what  you 
would  really  like  to  do.  Most  people  — 


they  meet  someone  they  at  least  like.  I 
got  pictures  drawn  for  me  by  a  bunch  of 
foul-mouthed,  middle-aged  men." 

When  we  finally  move  into  her  col- 
lected essays,  longer,  more  intricate 
analyses  emerge.  Arguing  against  cen- 
sorship of  sexual  mores,  Jane  Rule 
dares  to  examine  childhood  sexuality  by 
offering  us  her  own  experience,  rather 
than  residing  at  a  safe,  "abstract" 
distance:  "Certainly  my  own  initiation 
came  long  before  I  was  legally  adult. 


DANCE 


Danny's  choreographed  camp 


Danny  Grossman  Dance  Company. 

Young  People's  Theatre  Centre,  Tor- 
onto. July,  1981 .  Also  touring  Ottawa, 
Winnipeg  and  Thunder  Bay. 

The  three  couples  are  dressed  like 
Twenties  gangsters  in  white  suits 
with  black-and-white  shoes  and 
white  fedoras  with  black  bands 
—  but  each  only  wears  part  of 
the  outfit.  The  men  wear 
the  jackets  and  boxer 
shorts  and  the  women 
wear  black  bras  and 
the  pants.  What's 
going  on  here? 
Danny  Grossman 
and  his  droll  dance 


the  first  and  last  parts  of  the  work  obvi- 
ously have  their  conditioning  wires 
crossed.  The  women  are  the  strong 
members  of  the  corps,  at  one  point  lift- 
ing the  men  and  carrying  them  around 
the  floor.  They  wear  the  pants  more 
than  literally. 

The  men,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
memorable  both  for  their  black  garter 
belts  and  their  cute,  coy  poses.  They  can 
also  bump  and  grind  like  pros  —  lots  of 
hip  action.  Campdom  has  come  into  its 
own  in  the  world  of  dance. 

The  middle  part  of  the  work,  the 
most  interesting,  is  a  pas  de  deux  for 
two  men  (Danny  Grossman  and  Randy 
Glynn),  who  enter  in  a  tight  embrace 
and  dance  to  Joe  Turner's  rendition 
of  "Taint  Nobody's  Bizz-ness  If  I 
Do."  They  are  rarely  apart, 

whether  linking  arms,  dancing  on  one 
another's  feet  or  seemingly  glued  togeth- 
er in  various  clenches.  The  positions  that 
the  two  men  get  into  would  add  a  few 
chapters  to  the  Kama  Sutra.  No  question 
that  the  dance  is  a  sexual  one,  written  in 
a  standard  Grossman  style,  with  lots  of 
limbs  bent  and  stretched  out  as  though 
the  dancers  were  trying  to  arrest  a  fall. 
The  two  play  and  laugh,  all  in  mime  — 
just  as  the  female /male  couples  have 
done.  I  don't  know  who  had  more  fun, 
the  dancers  or  the  audience. 

At  two  points  in  the  dance,  to  the 
lyrics  "Lawd  have  mercy  on  me,"  the 
men  are  down  on  their  knees  in  a  pray- 
erful, repentant  position.  But  that  lasts 
only  one  short  musical  phrase.  With  a 
sly  look  at  each  other,  the  two  spring 
together  again,  zestfully,  joyfully. 
'Taint  nobody's  biz-ness,  not  even  His. 

Jon  Kaplan  □ 


Though  a  number  of  males  around  my 
age  offered  to  participate,  a  woman  ten 
years  my  senior  was  'responsible,'  at  my 
invitation  and  encouragement.  The  only 
fault  I  find  with  that  part  of  my  sexual 
education  was  the  limit  her  guilt  and 
fear  put  on  our  pleasure,  the  heterosex- 
ual pressure  even  she  felt  required  to 
put  on  me.  What  she  did  'for  my  own 
good'  caused  us  both  pain.  If  I  were  to 
improve  on  my  own  experience  now,  it 
would  not  be  to  protect  children  from 
all  adult  seduction  but  to  make  adults 
easier  to  seduce,  less  burdened  with  fear 
or  guilt,  less  defended  by  hypocrisy." 

With  all  the  breakthroughs  Jane  Rule 
systematically  provides,  Outlander 
remains  seriously  flawed  in  two  re- 
spects. The  first  is  a  problem  with  her 
narrative  style;  the  second  —  and  more 
important  one  —  is  a  problem  with  her 
topic  range. 

When  reading  her  short  stories,  for 
example,  one  has  the  annoying  tendency 
to  anticipate  her  characters'  moods, 
desires  or  fears.  This  is  due  in  large  part 
to  a  heavy  reliance  on  basic  stereotypes 
(eg  leather  dyke,  white  middle  class  les- 
bian couple,  life  in  small-time  town). 
The  result  is  that  Rule's  characters  play 
out  their  parts  as  if  they  are  there  simply 
to  supply  a  mouthpiece  for  an  already- 
packaged  "message."  This  reliance  on 
one-dimensional  characterization  not 
only  short-circuits  each  story,  it  dam- 
ages our  potential  ability  to  grasp,  in 
greater  detail,  the  intricacies  and 
challenges  of  lesbian  visibility. 

The  second  and  perhaps  more  dan- 
gerous drawback  with  the  book  lies  not 
in  what  is  said,  but  in  what  is  not  said. 
Outlander,  by  virtue  of  its  very  title, 
suggests  that  the  more  hidden,  es- 
tranged, even  "outlandish"  issues  will 
be  alluded  to  or  openly  discussed.  While 
it  is  true  that  topical  issues  are  dealt 
with,  less  popular  (but  no  less  essential) 
issues  are  glaringly  absent.  To  name  but 
a  few,  the  book  simply  does  not  touch 
on  racism  and  the  lesbian  community, 
cross-dressing  or  transsexualism  —  all 
serious  aspects  of  lesbianism  which  we 
can  neither  afford  to  ignore  nor  for 
which  we  can  pretend  to  have  solutions 
already  worked  out. 

Nevertheless,  Outlander  gives  us 
space  to  discard  the  old  pretences  and 
reopen  the  badly  needed  dialogue  to 
strengthen  and  enjoy  our  lesbian 
sensibilities. 

SueGoldingD 
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ART 


The  talk  around  the  clock 


The  Terminal  Building  Show  at  the 

Clocktower  Building,  Toronto.  An  A  Space 
satellite  project.  July  1981. 

They  were  all  abuzz  in  the  Subway 
Room...  downtown  phone  lines  were 
burning  up  between  lofts  and  garrets, 
studios  and  galleries.  It  wasn't  the 
Royal  Wedding  that  had  all  the  artists' 
tongues  wagging.  Forget  idle  chatter 
about  what  Lady  Di's  wedding  gown 
would  look  like  —  have  you  seen  the 
Terminal  Building  Show? 

In  mid-June,  Chrisanne  Stathacos 
swept  into  town  to  mount  an  art  show 
using  a  building  slated  for  demolition. 
Finding  a  building  was  a  major  task: 
developers  were  wary  of  the  idea,  and 
city-owned  buildings  were  caught  up  in 
red  tape.  Finally  someone  offered  the 
exterior  of  the  late  19th  century  Clock- 
tower  Building  on  the  high  profile  cor- 


ON  THE 
SCENE 

WITH 

FABO 


ner  of  King  and  Bathurst,  which  was  to 
be  razed  and  replaced  by  a  1 3-storey 
glass  tower. 

With  the  building  secured,  a  grant 
from  A  Space  in  hand  and  a  collection 
of  talented  young  artists,  the  show  pro- 
ceeded, with  the  site-specific  projects 
whipped  up  in  less  than  a  month. 

At  the  gala  (if  windswept)  outdoor 
opening,  Pernod  was  provided  by  the 
Gallic  distillers  of  the  famous  "alcool" 
(absynthe  minus  wormwood  for  Toron- 
to's new  Bohemians)  and  —  by  the 
good  graces  of  royalty-fetishist  Charlie 
Pachter  and  his  effete  Queen  Street 
eatery  (Charlie  is  the  only  artist  I  know 
who  can  afford  to  eat  there)  —  a  spicy 
pate  enhanced  the  tone  of  the  show.  It 
was  liberally  sprinkled  with  dust  blown 
from  the  parking  lot. 

This  show  was  to  be  a  wake  for  a 
stately  old  building,  and  the  crowd  was 
in  a  party  mood.  The  Faces  that  habitu- 
ally adorn  the  BZZ  BZZ  pages  of  File 
(Canada's  defiled  version  of  Life  maga- 
zine) were  all  there,  and  then  some.  Per- 
formance artist  David  Buchan  was  cas- 
ual and  suave,  having  left  his  alter  ego 
Lamonte  del  Monte  at  home  choreog- 
raphing variations  to  Eydie  Gorme's 
"Blame  It  On  the  Bossanova."  Rae 
Johnson  was  radiant  in  electric  blue 
lurex,  and  Wendy  Knox-Leet,  whose 
light  is  shining  bright  after  a  successful 


show  at  the  government-sponsored  49th 
Parallel  Gallery  in  New  York's  SoHo, 
wore  wrap-around  sunglasses,  perhaps 
protecting  her  eyes  from  the  harsh  glare 
of  "too  much,  too  soon." 

The  one  person  somber  enough  to  in- 
dicate he  was  at  a  funeral  and  not  a 
wake  was  photographer  Peter  Mac- 
Callum.  He  talked  about  how  the  Tor- 
onto Historical  Board  worked  hard  to 
save  the  building,  and  managed  a  com- 
promise with  the  preservation  of  just 
the  clocktower.  Peter  went  on  to  say 
that  the  Clocktower  Building  was  a  vital 
one  in  the  art  community,  providing  as 
many  as  one  hundred  studios.  He  felt 
that  this  A  Space  project  gave  a  veneer 
of  legitimacy  to  a  destructive  act. 

The  art  —  I  almost  forgot!  We  were 
given  maps  designating  what  was  art,  by 
whom,  and  where,  and  we  trotted  off, 
Pernod  in  hand,  feeling  just  a  little  sin- 
ful (drinking  in  the  street  at  King  and 
Bathurst?)  and  decidely  cosmopolitan. 

The  three  aggressively  decorative 
pieces  spoke  admirably  to  the  commu- 
nity immediately  around  the  clock- 
tower. The  "Ironic  Columns"  by  Chris- 
anne Stathacos  were  the  simple  shapes 
of  Ionic  pillars  painted  on  huge  textile 
lengths  and  stretched  along  the  face  of 
the  building.  The  bright  colours  with 
which  she  dashed  her  columns  (yellow, 
orange,  silver,  turquoise)  are  the  same 
as  many  on  the  neighbouring  houses.  In 
a  piece  called  "Versaille  on  Venus," 
Wendy  Knox-Leet  hung  huge  grids  on 
the  tower  and  spangled  them  with  gaudy 
geometry  and  glitter;  contructivism  goes 
Caribana,  formalism  gets  festive.  (One 
door  north,  the  tower  of  a  Portuguese 
Catholic  church  is  annually  festooned 
with  day-glo  flowers  and  silver  stars  for 
a  spring  festival.)  Paul  Campbell's  un- 
titled tribute  to  the  old  building  is  a 
secular  version  of  the  colourful  minia- 
ture religious  shrines  one  often  sees  in 
front  of  houses  in  the  area. 

General  Idea,  Toronto's  trendy  art- 
triumverate  (A  A  Bronson,  Felix  Partz 
and  Jorge  Zontal)  created  an  eerie  land- 
scape of  rubble  (pillars,  concrete  slabs 
and  bricks)  painted  silver,  jutting  out 
from  mounds  of  dirt.  It  is  titled 
"Toronto's  Fault:  The  First  Tremors 
(the  Ruins  of  the  Silver  Bar  from  the 
1984  Miss  General  Idea  Pavilion)." 
John  B  Mays,  as  Globe  &  Mail  tour 
guide,  quotes  Jorge  saying  "There  have 
been  cracks  in  the  cosmopolitan,  yes- 
we-have-quiche,  sand-blasted  facade  of 
Toronto." 

For  Rae's  piece,  "The  Big  Bogus," 
any  shred  of  credibility  I  have  as  an  ob- 
jective observer  goes  out  the  window. 
Of  course,  I  adored  it!  How  could  I  not 


TERMINAL 
BUILDING 


with  me  as  the  centrepiece  in  a  terry 
towel  mini-skirt,  the  kind  that  is  so 
fashionable  in  those  abominable  gay 
steambaths?  Furthermore,  Rae  satisfies 
her  penchant  for  distortion  by  giving  me 
an  incredible  bulge  beneath  the  towel, 
one  which  I'm  sporting  to  my  advantage 
in  a  provocative  pose. 

The  installation  was  a  narrative  of 
nineteen  painted  acrylic  panels  set  into 
the  windows  along  Bathurst  Street.  The 
story  is  simple:  Rae  turns  on  the  TV,  a 
barrage  of  weird  blue  media  portraits 
come  forward  —  Reagan,  Trudeau, 
Superman,  the  Pope,  Terry  Fox,  the 
Ayatollah,  Police  Chief  Ackroyd. 
Bursting  into  full  colour  come  scenes 
from  the  Barracks  raid,  including  the 
startling  image  of  naked  men  with 
hands  up  against  the  walls  in  the 
showers  during  the  arrests,  based  on  the 
Mapplethorpe  reconstruction  of  the  raid 
featured  in  the  Village  Voice.  Then  the 
regular  coverage  returns,  the  TV  is 
turned  off  and  Rae,  in  self-portrait, 
gives  us  a  questioning  look. 

The  piece  is  ambiguous  enough  to  be 


poetic  rather  than  preachy,  but 
point  is  made  forcefully:  in  a  world  with 
problems  of  the  magnitude  represented 
by  the  various  TV  icons,  the  intrusion 
of  the  police  into  our  private  consensual 
sex  lives  can  only  be  seen  as  petty  and 
mean-spirited.  We  are  also  reminded 
that  the  immediate  neighbours  of  the 
Barracks  are  mostly  artists  in  lofts,  a 
community  that  is  particularly  tolerant 
when  it  comes  to  sexual  mores. 

To  answer  that  titillating  question, 
yes,  I  did  smuggle  Rae  into  the  Barracks 
with  her  Polaroid  camera  on  a  quiet 
afternoon,  and  for  Art's  sake,  I  con- 
sented to  pose  bare-assed  in  the  shower. 

If  this  show  caught  the  fancy  of  soph- 
isticated urban  dwellers,  there  were  also 
other  interested  parties.  An  art  archivist 
passed  by  a  carload  of  men  parked 
directly  in  front  of  Rae's  installation. 
"You  look  like  cops,"  she  remarked. 
"We  are,"  one  replied,  and  they  all 
piled  into  a  parked  van  with  mirrored 
windows. 

Andv  Faboil: 


Rae  Johnson's  "The  Big  Bogus":  Scenes  from  the  Barracks  raid  with  an  observant  Police  Chief  Ackroyd:  "intrusions  into  our  private  consensual  sex  lives  as  petty  and  mean-spirited 
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A/o.  4.  Lesbian  Periodical  Holdings 
Compiled  by  Alan  V  Miller,  a  complete  lists  ol 
the  Canadian  Gay  Archives  lesbian  journal 
collection  as  ol  June  1981 

No.  3:  Ian  Young:  A  Bibliography,  1962-1980 
An  exhaustive  listing  of  books,  articles, 
reviews  and  commentaries  by  and  about  the 
pioneering  Canadian  poet  and  publisher 

No.  2:  The  Genetic  Imperative: 

Fact  and  Fantasy  in  Sociobiology 

A  bibliography  compiled  by  Alan  V  Miller  on 

the  controversial  study  of  genetic  influences 

on  social  relations. 

No.  1:  Homosexuality  in  Canada 

The  first  major  bibliography  to  deal  with 
material  by  and  about  gay  people  in  Canada, 
compiled  by  Alex  Spence  —  and  made 
possible  largely  by  the  existence  of  the 
Canadian  Gay  Archives. 

All  available  by  mail  order.  For  prices 
and  order  information,  write  to: 
The  Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639, 
Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G2. 


Call  me  mediocre 

Call  Me  Margo  by  Judith  St  George.  G  P 
Putnam's  Sons,  1981.  $8.95. 

This  apparently  simple  little  high  school 
story  covers  a  world  of  complex  schem- 
ing, seething  emotions  and  sordid 
motives.  Margo  Allinger,  socially  back- 
ward, academically  average,  but  a  whiz 
on  the  tennis  courts,  is  beginning  the 
term  at  a  new  boarding  school.  She 
soon  finds  that  she  is  tugged  on  all  sides 
by  forces  competing  for  her  attention 
and  loyalty.  Her  roommates  are  popular 
and  attractive,  but  it  soon  becomes 
obvious  they  are  using  her  for  their  own 
selfish  ends.  On  the  other  side  are  the 
two  school  misfits,  Stretch  and  Cricket, 
who  offer  her  genuine  friendship  but 
would  contaminate  her  reputation  by  an 
association  with  the  two  obvious  school 
losers. 

Margo's  teachers  are  equally  competi- 
tive as  they  tear  away  at  poor  little 
Margo.  Miss  Durrett  is  Margo's  English 
teacher,  an  embittered,  malicious  wom- 
an who  uses  her  crippled  legs  as  a  psy- 
chological weapon  against  her  students. 
She  soon  turns  Margo's  school  life  into 
agony  as  Margo  freezes  in  terror  at 
every  attempt  to  answer  a  question  in 
class. 

But  then  there  is  Miss  Frye,  Margo's 
seductive,  boyish  tennis  coach.  She 
becomes  Margo's  salvation  as  she  be- 
friends Margo,  offers  her  private  coach- 
ing sessions,  invites  her  to  her  apart- 
ment, tells  Margo  to  call  her  "Virginia," 
and  absurdly  misquotes  Gertrude  Stein  at 
her. 

Miss  Frye  is  in  many  ways  an  appeal- 
ing character,  with  her  warmth  and 
energy  and  "the  crinkles  around  her 
blue  eyes."  But  she  acts  as  no  responsi- 
ble teacher  would,  singling  Margo  out 
from  the  rest  of  the  students,  encour- 
aging a  romantic  friendship,  and  acting 
ridiculously  jealous  when  a  teenaged 
boy  enters  the  scene.  To  make  matters 
worse,  it  becomes  clear  that  Miss  Dur- 
rett's  persecution  of  Margo  is  caused  by 


AESTHETERA 


•The  Vancouver  production  of  Martin 
Sherman's  play  Bent  (see  review,  May 
TBP)  received  its  one  hundredth  perfor- 
mance on  June  12.  The  production  has 
been  sold  out  since  it  opened  March  13, 
and  has  been  held  over  eight  times. 

•Raymond  Clark  (the  producer  of  Ed- 
monton's Bent)  will  be  heading  for 
Halifax  this  September  to  take  over 
duties  as  director  of  the  acting  pro- 


La  Duchesse:  shock  at  "certain  gestures" 


jealousy  as  well,  of  Miss  Frye's  atten- 
tions towards  Margo.  It  seems  that  Miss 
Frye  and  Miss  Durrett  have  had  an  un- 
fortunate relationship  in  the  past,  and 
Margo  is  once  again  a  bewildered  pawn. 
At  the  end  of  the  novel  Margo  recog- 
nizes the  value  of  Stretch  and  Cricket's 
friendship;  feels  pity  for  Miss  Durrett 
and  a  distant  appreciation  for  Miss 
Frye's  support;  and  finds  true  love  with 
a  funny-looking  but  sincere  boy  she  has 
met  on  the  tennis  courts.  The  message 


Call  Me  Margo 


judith  St.  George 


Tennis  and  tolerance:  seething  passions 

of  the  novel  seems  to  be  to  let  the  les- 
bians roil  away  in  their  slightly  pathetic, 
seductively  decadent  world,  while 
Margo  goes  off  into  the  sunset  with  her 
warm,  wonderful  tow-headed  boyfriend. 

While  the  author  probably  sees  her 
attitude  as  sympathetic  and  tolerant 
towards  differences,  the  depiction  of  the 
two  teachers  reinforces  destructive  and 
false  stereotypes.  The  acceptance  of 
differences  goes  as  far  as  allowing 
characters  to  be  unpopular  or  merely 
quaint,  but  if  they  are  gay  or  disabled 
they  seem  to  have  gone  too  far  and  are 
objects  of  pity.  The  meanly  treated  Miss 
Durrett  loses  out  on  both  counts. 

Jean  KowalewskiD 


gramme  of  Dalhousie  University.  While 
there,  Clarke  will  be  performing  his  A 
Portrait  of  Oscar  Wilde  from  October 
21  to  25  at  the  Sir  James  Dunn  Theatre 
in  the  Dalhousie  Art  Centre. 

•Of  the  $27,800  that  Toronto's  Gay 
Community  Appeal  hopes  to  raise  in  the 
next  year,  $5200  will  go  towards  drama, 
Film  and  music  projects,  including  a 
commission  of  an  original  choral  work 
by  Peter  Schaffter  (to  be  premiered  by 
the  Gay  Community  Choir  in  the  fall  of 
1982),  a  series  of  three  plays  by  the 
lesbian-feminist  company  Atthis  Thea- 
tre, and  Brain/Drain,  "a  theatrical  col- 
lage of  the  work  of  three  gay  poets  from 
the  Fifties"  to  be  produced  by  Buddies 
in  Bad  Times  Theatre. 

Ian  Young:  A  Bibliography,  an  exhaus- 
tive compilation  of  material  by  and 
about  the  long-time  Body  Politic 
columnist,  is  available  for  $4  from  the 
Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639,  Sta- 
tion A,  Toronto,  M5W  1G2. 

•A  short-lived  production  of  Michel 
Tremblay's  La  Duchesse  de  Langeais 
has  been  withdrawn  from  the  summer 
theatre  program  of  a  Quebec  resort 
hotel.  The  Manoir  Richelieu  in  Pointe- 
au-Pic,  Quebec  pulled  the  vintage  Trem- 
blay  play,  which  features  a  lovelorn 
queen  recounting  his  amorous  adven- 
tures, after  hotel  guests  expressed  shock 
at  "certain  gestures  and  expressions." 


The  Manatee 

(a  boysclub  for  wayward  youth) 

Danced  till  the  body  drained  onto  the  floor 

I  sweat  in  the  name  of  love  movements 

with  the  ghost  of  boy  penises 

floating  up  through  the  downbeat 

dance  is  our  lubricant 

passion  our  flower 

fuck  the  beat  around 

hot  shot  explosions 

fluid  moist  motions 

its  something  to  do 

rebel  without  a  cause 

hot  men  and  boys  employ 

to  soothe  the  ache/erect  the  joy 

The  boys  are  all  here 

Randy  grabs  the  spotlight 

'  'Here  I  am"  throbbing/pulsating 

strobe  lights  whirling  sirens 

he's  waiting  to  be  discovered 

the  mirror  tells  him  everything 

he  knows  the  words  each  one 

the  silent  mime  of  the  voiceless 

the  video  camera  of  his  eye  confirms 

he  mutters  love  but  hasn  't  learnt  to  sing 

the  howl  of  witchcraft  shrieking  throughout 

a  moonlit  star  bright  night 

Hanging  out  on  Yonge  Street 

we  make  love  in  the  open 

my  hands  hungry  for  his  waist 

we  do  it  defiantly  before  the  world 

it  is  our  way  of  exposing  them 

to  naked  tenderness 

he  grinds  his  butt  into  my  groin 

we  are  shameless  spectacles 

within  a  blind  and  senseless  world 

we  force  the  image  free 

for  all  to  see 

shameless  hussys  ■ 

we 

David  Emerson  Smithd 


David  Emerson  Smith,  whose  Queer  Poet 
Lives  was  seized  by  Canadian  customs  last 
year,  managed  to  get  across  the  border  to 
spend  July  and  A  ugust  in  Canada.  Smith  is  a 
veteran  of  I  he  streets  from  Boston  to  San 
Francisco,  where  he  has  known  and  worked 
the  scene  with  the  street  boys  and  young 
hustlers  who  have  provided  some  of  the 
strongest  images  for  his  poetry.  His  work  is 
available  from  ManRoot  Press,  Box  982, 
South  San  Francisco,  CA  94080. 

This  issue's  reviewers 

Pater  Day  has  previously  written  for  Fag  Rag  and  Gay 
Sunshine.  .  Andy  Fabo  is  a  member  ol  a  growing  com- 
munity ot  convicted  gay  bawdyhouse  keepers. .  Sua 
Golding  is  an  urban  guerrilla  who  doubles  as  a  graduate 
student  in  the  the  wee  hours  ot  the  night..   Norman  Hay 
writes  and  lives  in  Toronto...  Jon  Kaplan  can't  wait  lor 
the  opera  season  to  start     Jean  Kowalewski  is  a 
librarian  in  East  York,  Toronto..   Michael  Lynch  is  on  Fire 
Island  writing  his  first  novel ...  Stephen  Stuckey  is  rapid- 
ly memorizing  the  words  to  every  song  that  Petula  Clark 
every  sang. 
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Queer  query  stumps  Canucks 


One  of  the  most  delightful  —  and  dif- 
ferent —  books  I've  come  across  in  a 
long  while  is  an  attractive  42-page  chap- 
book  with  the  eye-catching  title  of  Don 
the  Burp  and  Other  Stories.  It's  by  Jim 
Flannigan ,  Flower-Beneath-the-Foot 
Press,  150  E  35  St,  New  York,  NY 
10016  (no  price  indicated).  The  collec- 
tion of  eight  stories  is  "told,"  writes 
Flannigan,  "in  the  sitting-over-a- few- 
beers  tradition  I  grew  up  with.  They 
were  spoken,  tape  recorded,  transcribed 
and  edited...  All  occur  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  mid-1960's." 

Flannigan  has  achieved  his  aim  splen- 
didly and  a  great  deal  of  care  and  craft 
have  gone  into  presenting  these  win- 
some, seemingly  artless  tales.  They  are 


Cover  illustration  by  John  Harryman 
for  Steve  Benson's  As  Is 

odd,  with  the  oddity  of  real  life  — 
sweet,  ironic,  and  utterly  convincing. 
The  story  "Bob  Gillis"  is  about  a  guy  at 
St  Edward's  High  School,  friendly,  easy 
going,  muscled  and  good  looking:  "he 
and  I  were  part  of  a  small  gang  of 
neighborhood  fuckups  that  wandered 
around  crazed."  Bob  meets  an  "old 
man  named  Feeney"  and  they  become 
friends,  lovers  some  would  say,  Bob  ta- 
king care  of  the  old  man  until  his  death. 

The  title  story  is  about  "a  small  man 
in  his  mid-forties  in  a  kinda  wrinkled 
suit"  who  pays  young  guys  to  come  up 
to  his  place,  drink  beer  and  burp  into  a 
tape  recorder,  maybe  pose  for  a  few 
underwear  photos.  Don's  presence  on 
the  platform  of  a  fundraiser  for  the 
Catholic  Archdiocese  of  Cleveland  sets 
off  the  stamp-&-cheer  crowd  ("Yeah 
Bishop  Baybee!  Death  to  the  Infadells!) 
who  delightedly  yell  "It's  Don  the 
Burp!  It's  Don  the  Burp!"  to  Don's 
embarrassment  and  the  total  bafflement 
of  the  crowd. 

Flannigan's  straightforward  style  in 
rendering  these  wry  slices  of  life  is  just 
right,  and  his  stories  and  the  photos 
that  accompany  them,  while  avoiding 
the  over-sentimental,  are  informed  by 
an  obvious  affection  for  the  people  he 
writes  about,  and  for  Cleveland,  his 
home  town. 

Fans  of  science  fiction  writer  Samuel 
Delany  have  long  been  frustrated  by  the 
unavailability  of  his  erotic  novel  Tides 
of  Lust,  which  went  out  of  print  soon 
after  its  paperback  publication  in  1973. 
At  last  it's  obtainable  again,  for  $4.95 
from  Savoy  Books,  279  Deansgate, 
Manchester,  England.  The  story  might 
be  described  as  a  pornographic  picar- 
esque; it's  a  chronicle  of  various  sorts  of 
sc\,  hetero  and  homo,  but  lingering  on 
rather  down-&-dirty  black/white  S/M 
of  a  sort  that  would  be  automatically 
labelled  racist  (among  other  things)  if 


the  author  weren't  black.  The  relentless 
style  suggests  William  Burroughs,  or 
David  Meltzer's  classic  porn  trilogy  The 
Agency.  "Not,"  as  the  saying  goes, 
"for  the  squeamish."  OK  bedtime 
reading  for  the  rest  of  us  though. 

Of  three  recent  poetry  books,  Steve 
Benson's  As  Is  ($3.50,  The  Figures, 
2016  Cedar,  Berkeley,  CA  94709)  is  the 
best  by  a  country  kilometre.  Benson  is 
not  afraid  to  strike  out  and  experiment 
in  this  mix  of  free  verse  and  prose 
poems.  One  of  the  best  is  the  longish 
"Johnny  Guitar,"  reminiscent  of  Genet 
and  Lorca.  Richard  A  Matera's  Rose 
Garden  ($4.95,  Vintage  Press,  516  W  34 
St,  New  York,  NY  10001)  provided 
neither  scent  nor  thorns,  and  Emanuel 
Ro's  Tumbleweed  ($4,  Windows  Press, 
625  Post  St,  no  252,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94109)  blew  right  by  me. 

Tom  Horner's  Homosexuality  and  the 
Judeo-Christian  Tradition:  An  Annota- 
ted Bibliography  ($10,  Scarecrow  Press, 
52  Liberty  St,  Box  656,  Metuchen,  NJ 
08840)  lists  books  and  periodical  articles. 
The  annotations  are  brief,  clear  and  im- 
partial (as  is  proper  in  a  bibliography) 
without  being  bland.  The  only  error  I 
found  was  the  misspelling  of  Montague 
Summers  as  "Sommers." 

There  are  a  number  of  titles  I  was 
disappointed  Horner  has  not  listed, 
especially  the  1962  edition  of  G  Wilson 
Knight's  The  Christian  Renaissance  and 
Rev  Hugh  Ross  Williamson's  The  Arrow 
and  the  Sword  (1957)  (both  important 
for  their  examination  of  homosexuality 
and  Christian  traditions)  and  ROD  Ben- 
son's In  Defense  of  Homosexuality 
(1965)  which  contains  a  chapter  on  "The 
Religious  Viewpoint."  Perhaps  these  and 
other  works  will  be  added  in  a  future  edi- 
tion. For  now,  this  is  a  fine,  useful, 
pioneering  bibliography,  judiciously 
compiled  and  excellently  annotated. 

Rev  Malcolm  Boyd's  Look  Back  In 
Joy  ($6.95  paper,  $20  cloth;  Gay  Sun- 
shine Press,  Box  40397,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94140)  is  a  series  of  short  prose 
pieces  of  about  half  a  page  apiece,  each 
recording  an  erotic  encounter  or  relation- 
ship. The  last  section  is  about  Boyd  and 
his  lover,  and  Edward  Curtin's  Gay  Sun- 
shine interview  with  Boyd  is  appended. 

I  found  Boyd's  chronicle 
uninteresting  for  the  most  part  — 
vague,  more  concerned  with  his  own 
ecstasies  than  with  any  other  percep- 
tions. He  is  incapable  of  poetry  and  is 
not  frank  enough  for  pornography.  As 
a  result  his  erotic  descriptions  lie  in 
some  mushy  valley  between  the  two.  He 
writes  of  his  "phallus"  and  "love 
juice"  and  of  "breathing  each  other's 
nostrils,  smelling  our  essence."  I 
couldn't  help  comparing  this  book  to  a 
previous  one  with  a  somewhat  similar 
format,  also  published  by  Gay  Sunshine 
Press,  Erskine  Lane's  Game-Texts. 
Lane's  book  is  vivid,  poetic,  unique. 
After  it,  Boyd's  seems  flat  and  dull. 
Would  it  have  been  published  if  the 
author  weren't  a  minor  celebrity? 

The  first  correct  answer  to  my  last 
quiz  question  was  provided  by  Hubert 
Kennedy  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island, 
who  gets  a  copy  of  On  the  Line:  New 
Gay  Fiction.  All  the  women  I  named 
have  written  novels  about  gay  men.  No 
answers  from  Canadians  this  nine.  Are 
you  then. 


100  Wellesley  Street  East 
Suite  103 
Toronto,  Ontario, 
Tel  (416)  968-0332 


Hair  Designs  for  Men  and  Women 


Desi. 


guest  houses 

for  the  man's  Way  to  stay 


o>* 


new  york  city 

(212)695-5393 

fire  island 

(516)597-6230 

new  Orleans 

(504)  525-3983 

toronto 

(416)368-4040 

OLD  KEY  WEST 

Pamper  yourself  at  our  luxury  guest  house 
for  a  week  or  weekend,  or  join  our  special  group  departures. 
From  $65.00  Canadian  per  person  for  three  nights  including 

breakfast,  sunset  cocktail  hour,  hotel  tax  and  airport 
transfers.  Price  based  on  double  occupancy.  Air  fare  extra. 

Phone  us  for  details. 


W 


Viking  Travel  Centre 

82  Church  Street,  Toronto.  Ontario  M5C2G1 
V*  416  868  0566 
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Tired 

of  missing 

important  phone 

calls? 

Tired  of  people 

hanging  up  on 

your  answering 

machine? 

Tired  of  the  high 

cost  of  answering 

services? 

"Links" 
provides  the  link! 

Take  advantage  of  having  an  alternative 
phone  number  for  business  or  personal 
use  for  only  $20  monthly.  With  "Links" 
message- taking  service,  pick  up  your 
messages  on  a  24-hour  basis  seven  days 
a  week.  Metro-wide,  unlimited  calls.  Out- 
of-town  inquiries  welcome. 

(416)  762-4236 
Call  "Links"  today 


PRIAPE 

le  sex- shop  gai 


AUDITIONS 


1661  Est  Ste-Catherine 
Montreal,  Que.  H2L2J5 

(514)  521-8451 


TUBE 


\Probably  the  best  masturbation  device  ever  invented 
Feels  so  good  you'll  swear  it's  alive! 

$14.95  postage  included 

Moil    *q.  CASH,  CERTIFIED  CHEQUE,  MONEY-ORDER, 

VISA  OR  MASTERCARD,  (include  your  card 
number,  expiry  date  and  signature.)  No  C.O.D. 
Send  for  our  free  magazine  mail  order  list. 

Name 

Address 

City 

Postal  code 


PRIAPE 


1661  Est  Ste-Catherine 
Montreal,  Que.  H2L2J5 

■514-  521-8451 


Friends/female 

British  Columbia 

VANCOUVER  LESBIAN,  into  swimming,  bi- 
cycling, thinking,  writing  and  the  media,  would  like 
to  make  new  friends.  Drawer  CS01 . 

Manitoba 

WINNIPEG  GAY  WOMAN  would  like  to  meet  oth- 
er Winnipeg  gay  women  interested  in  music,  art,  out- 
door activities  and  reading.  Drawer  C476. 

Friends/male 

International 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  men  together.  International 
support /social  group.  Write:  BWMT-ZF,  279  Col- 
lingwood,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  USA,  or  call 
(415)431-0458.  24  hrs. 

National 

I'M  SEARCHING  for  another  guy  to  live  a  self-suffi- 
cient, squatter-type  lifestyle  in  the  Canadian  Bush. 
Serious  only.  Jim:  Box  106,  Bethel,  MN  55005  USA. 

British  Columbia 

TRUCKERS  AND  TRAVELLERS:  rest  at  Revel- 
stoke.  Chad,  age  28,  athletic  and  adventuresome.  In- 
terested in  well-proportioned  men.  Phone  Chad: 
(604)  837-6587.  Revelstoke  on  Hwy  No  1. 

WHITE  MALE,  25, 124  lbs,  5'6" ,  would  like  to  meet 
young  oriental  or  black  men.  Also  oriental  or  black 
tourists  are  welcome  to  stay  at  my  place.  Sex  avail- 
able,  but  not  required.  Vancouver.  Drawer  C424. 

EVANGELICAL  MALE,  believer,  seeks  same  for 
love,  fellowship,  jogging,  etc.  Box  46364,  Station  G, 

Vancouver,  BC  V6R  4G6. 

FRIENDLY,  W/M,  27,  seeks  friends  of  similar  age 
who  are  athletes  or  just  follow  the  sports  scene.  All 
letters  answered.  Discretion  assured.  Box  67312  Van- 

couver,  BCV5W3T1. 

VANCOUVER  MALE,  35,  professional,  well  educa- 
ted, well  travelled,  wide  spectrum  of  interests,  partic- 
ularly classical  music,  theatre,  international  affairs, 
keeping  fit,  5'7",  135  lbs,  athletic  build,  congenial, 
good  sense  of  humour,  highly  motivated,  considered 
attractive,  interested  in  meeting  others  with  compara- 
ble  characteristics  and  interests.  Drawer  C499. 
WHITE  MALE,  31,  with  trim  body,  good  sense  of 
humour  and  healthy  self  image  seeks  to  meet  men  for 
friendship  and  outings  of  any  kind.  Send  photo  if  pos- 
sible.  All  letters  answered.  Vancouver.  Drawer  C513. 
MALE,  29,  furry  and  fun;  non-smoker,  non-drinker, 
vegetarian;  intelligent  and  affectionate;  enjoys  cy- 
cling, walking,  talking,  silliness  and  sensuality;  seeks 

to  meet  men.  Vancouver.  Drawer  CS14. 

W/M,  22,  5'6",  120  lbs,  seeks  male,  21-40  for  possi- 
ble relationship.  Should  be  A/Greek,  P/French. 
Write:  Rick  Barnes,  1416  Paxton  Rd,  Williams  Lake, 
BC  V2G  3G2 

Alberta 

LOOKING  FOR  AN  ANGEL  (or  a  reasonable  fac- 
simile thereof  —  a  passionate,  young,  beautiful, 
masculine,  muscular,  mortal  male  —  wingless).  I'm 
26,  attractive,  black,  hung  (with  wings).  Send  photo. 

Edmonton.  Drawer  C510. 

MALE,  early  thirties,  wishes  to  hear  from  other. 
Please  send  a  photo  with  phone  or  address  as  to  where 
you  can  be  reached.  Calgary.  Drawer  C50S. 


Manitoba 


I'M  28,  BLUE-EYED,  very  well-hung,  and  muscular. 
If  you  are  a  bodybuilder,  I  want  to  meet  you.  Discre- 

tion.  Drawer  C104. 

MY  INTERESTS  ARE:  the  arts,  non-smoking,  easy 
talk,  academe,  folk  and  classical  music.  Very  much  at 
uncloseted  ease  in  gay /straight /mixed  company. 
Probably  not  considered  very  discreet  by  those  who 
hide  behind  a  wall  of  discretion.  You  might  be  25 
years  old  or  45  young,  possess  a  sense  of  humour,  are 
honest  with  self,  left-wingish  politically,  or  apolitical, 
fitness-oriented,  humanist,  animal/plant  lover,  and 
you  still  wonder  if  there's  someone  who  matches  some 
of  your  flexible  qualities  in  a  relationship  which 
would    grow    and    become    permanently    mature. 

Drawer  C463. 

I'M  29,  brown  eyes,  very  active,  into  weights,  run- 
ning, swimming,  cycling. .Interested  in  other  men  with 
similar  interests.  I  also  enjoy  theatre  and  dancing  and 
good   times  over  coffee.   Write  with  your  phone 

number.  Winnipeg.  Drawer  C481. 

NORTHERN  MANITOBA  now  has  a  contact  and 
support  group  for  local  gays.  If  interested,  phone 
204-677-5833  from  7:00-10:00 pm,  Monday,  Wednes- 
day or  Friday,  or  write:  Thompson  Gay  Group,  PO 
Box  157,  Thompson,  Man  R8N  1M9. 


Southern  Ontario 


30.  Not  quite  sure  what  I'm  really  into,  but  having  fun 
trying  to  decide.  Write  with  phone  (photo  if  possible) 
for  quick  reply.  Discretion  assured  and  expected. 
Drawer  C456 

GUY,  30s,  seeks  friend  in  Chatham  or  anywhere. 
Write:  Fern  Garry,  32  Richmond  St,  Chatham,  ON 

N7M  1N6. 

INTELLIGENT,  stable  couple,  new  to  Hamilton 
area,  seek  friends  to  share  a  variety  of  interests.  Ac- 
tive, humour-loving  couples  and  singles  may  enjoy 
our  company.  We  do!  416-627-4279  evenings  and 
weekends. 


Tired  of  bars? 

Are  you  an  intelligent  gay  man  or 
woman  who  would  like  to  meet 
other  intelligent  people?  Are  you 
looking  for  a  new  relationship,  a 
lover,  friends  or  roommates? 
Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  our 
members  would  like  to  get  to 
know  you. 

Serving  Toronto  —  Ontario  —  all 
areas  of  Canada,  most  areas  of 
the  United  States  —  and  world- 
wide. Call: 

CONTACT 

(21 2)  232-5500 

Monday  through  Thursday 
1  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 


YOUNG  MAN,  28,  seeks  same  in  southwestern  On- 
tario, preferably  between  Tillsonburg  and  London. 
Drawer  C520. 

I  AM  5'10",  35  yrs  and  150  lbs,  professional, 
reasonably  attractive,  sincere,  domineering  and  in 
need  of  a  submissive  and  intelligent  young,  slim  per- 
son to  share  my  life.  Photo  appreciated,  and  all 
answered.  London.  Drawer  C502. 

Ottawa— Eastern  Ontario 

DUAL  PERSONALITY  GEMINI,  25, 5'8",  175  lbs, 
proud  and  independent,  passionate  and  sensual,  yet 
secretly  craves  caring  and  protection  from  GWM  25 

to  50.  Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  C498. 

WHITE  ELDERLY  MALE  desires  to  submit  to  any 
nice-looking  young  lady.  Likes  watersports.  If  in- 
terested,  write  and  describe  self.  Drawer  C444. 
PETERBOROUGH  GAY  MALE,  30,  masculine 
type,  new  to  the  city  is  interested  in  meeting  same  type 
gays  to  develop  a  social  life.  Discreet  lifestyle  is  a 
must.  Please  write  a  descriptive  letter  with  phone. 
Allow  three  weeks  for  reply.  Drawer  C512. 


THE 
fflCC 

SUSi  CATti  ftrMIN 

1C64   MHin  Street 
Winnings 

>SMIU 


Toronto 


GWM,    6',    175    lbs,    30,    masculine,    attractive, 
brown /blue,  moustache,  trim  beard.  Seeks  GWM  to 


ITALIAN,  20's,  5'7",  155  lbs  seeks  5'0"-5'10" 
stocky,  chunky,  husky,  masculine  intelligent  man.  In- 
clude photo,  age,  phone  number.  Discretion  assured. 

Sincere  replies.  Drawer  C454. 

HORNY,  SLIM  28-year-old  male  seeks  to  share  fan- 
tasy pleasures  with  older  man.  What  turns  you  on? 

Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  C496. 

WASP,  40s,  educated,  liberated,  two  visits  to  Manila 
—  loved  it!  Planning  third,  anxious  to  meet  one  or 
two  young  Filipinos  for  ongoing,  non-exclusive  rela- 
tionship.  Not  fond  of  baths,  bars.  Drawer  C462. 
1  AM  LOOKING  for  gay  or  bi  male  to  share  my  apart- 
ment. Rent  very  reasonable.  I  would  like  one  who  is 
dominant,  husky,  hairy,  hirsute,  and  into  B/D.  Out 
of  town  replies  invited.  Discretion  assured  and  ex- 
pected.  Photo,  phone  appreciated.  Drawer  C490. 
ORIENTAL,  21,  5'11",  masculine,  slim,  attractive, 
experienced,  seeks  well-hung  male  under  35  for  possi- 
ble relationship.  Details,  photo,  phone.  Discretion 

assured.  Drawer  C441. 

GAY  MALE  POET/BRUJO  seeks  others  culturally- 
politically-parapsychologically  orientated.  Intel- 
lectual/emotional integrity  demanded.  While  sex 
isn't  precluded,  those  with  such  as  priority  —  apply 
elsewhere.  Don't  reply  unless  totally,  openly  gay  (kiss 
no  one  in  private  you  don't  kiss  in  public).  Drawer 
C469. 
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"THE  PLACE 
FOR  YOU  TO  LIVE" 

A  small,  intimate  building 

with  only  57  luxury  suites. 

—  Private  Health  Facilities 

—  Rooftop  Terrace  with  Sundeck 

—Enclosed  Florida  Rooms 

—Two-level  suites 

—Five  appliances 

—Two  or  three  bedrooms 

available 

—Ceiling  to  floor  windows 

—Penthouses  with  fireplaces 

NOW  OPEN  FOR  VIEWING 

Immediate  occupancy. 

From  $750  a  month. 

11:30-7:30  Monday  to  Friday 

12:00-5:00  Saturday  and  Sunday 

977-7477  or  977-6012 
86  Gerrard  Street  East 


DANIEL.  "Mature  Gentleman"  thanks  you  for  an- 
swering ad,  but  distressed  by  total  silence  following 
five  letters  mailed  to  your  "Station  A"  PO  Box.  Beg 
communication.  PO  Box  1 144,  Stn  B,  Downsview 

M3HSVS. 

TENDER  LOVING  CARE  offered  to  young  Asian 
by  mature  man.  My  outlook,  ideas,  and  humour  are 
very  youthful.  As  to  actual  years,  one  might  say  that 
I'm  approaching  the  springtime  of  my  autumn. 
Drawer  C478. 

MALE,  NEW  TO  Toronto,  40s,  non-smoker.  Inter- 
ested in  meeting  and  sharing  with  other  positive  males 
who  are  stable,  energetic  and  masculine.  Drawer 
C466. 

MALE,  31,  5'9",  135  lbs,  likes  movies,  theatre,  dan- 
cing, home  life,  seeks  friends  looking  for  same. 

Write:  Box  188,  Stn  W,  Toronto  M6M  4Z2. 

HANDSOME,  MATURE  businessman,  intelligent, 
creative,  warm,  understanding  and  very  sincere,  wish- 
es to  meet  a  special  young  man  who  is  loving  and  posi- 
tive for  a  joyful  encounter.  Letter  and  recent  photo. 
Thank  you.  Drawer  CS04, 

WRITER/BARTENDER,  27,  good-looking,  well 
travelled,  amused  by  life,  serious  about  relationship, 
no  stringent  demands.   Photo  and  letter.  Drawer 

C503. 

GAY  MALE,  22,  slim,  attractive,  stable,  serious, 
romantic  seeks  same  to  40  for  friendship  and  possible 
relationship.  Photo/phone  appreciated.  Drawer 
CS19. 

WELL-ADJUSTED,  happy,  realistic,  30,  fair,  150 
lbs.  Interests:  culture,  outdoors,  home  life,  travel. 
Seeking  honest,  loving  male  companion  with  similar 
values.  Drawer  CS18. 

I  —  mature  23,  bright,  attractive,  small  muscular 
build.  Hot  and  warm;  difficult  and  excessive,  into 
movies,  music,  night  and  eyes,  seeks  you  —  dark, 
young  man  —  Italian?  Sensitive  and  adventuresome. 
Object:  to  share.  Drawer  CS17. 

NAUGHTY  middle-aged  "boy"  needs  strong  teach- 
er-figure to  use  school  strap  on  his  hands.  (Victim  has 
own  strap!)  Ideally,  "Teacher"  will  be  over  50,  tall 
and  well  built,  have  a  deep  voice  and  a  firm,  "take 
charge"  manner.  Make  me  stand  in  a  corner  until 
you're  ready  to  strap  me.  Then,  make  me  wash  my 
hands,  and  bring  the  strap  down  firmly  on  my  deserv- 
ing  palms!  Phone  number  appreciated.  Drawer  C5 16. 

CAUCASIAN  MASCULINE  MALE,  29, 5'1 1 ",  146 
lbs,  handsome,  very  nice  personality,  various  inter- 
ests, looking  for  similar  man  for  sincere  friendship 
and  possible  relationship.  Serious  enquiries  only. 
Reply  with  phone  number.  Discretion  assured. 
Drawer  C488. 


DISCIPLINARIAN  is  accepting  applications  from 
men  (preferably  over  35)  needing  old-fashioned,  "no- 
nonsense"  strapping.  Respectful  letters  from  novices 
and  /or  younger  slaves  may  be  considered.  Send  de- 
tails of  physical  description,  experience  and  tele- 
phone number.  Get  down  on  your  knees  and  write 
today!  BP,  Box  1014,  Stn  K,  Toronto  M4P  2V3. 


Travel 


KEY  WEST'S  OASIS  GUESTHOUSE.  Share  our 
accommodations  of  style  and  comfort...  a  variety  of 
guest  rooms  with  private  baths  and  kitchenettes.  Sun- 
decks,  swimming  pool  and  hot  tub.  823  Fleming 
Street,  Key  West,  FL  33040  (305)  296-2131. 


Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 

Spend  a  pleasant  vacation  at  the  Lauder- 
dale Manor,  located  300  feet  from  our 
beautiful  beach  and  overlooking  the 
Intracoastal  Waterway.  Party  at  the  world- 
famous  Martin  Beach  Hotel  next  door  and 

come  back  to  a  quiet  and  friendly 

atmosphere.  Modestly  priced  hotel  rooms, 

efficiencies  and  apartments.  Call  or  write 

Lauderdale  Manor,  2926  Valencia  Street, 

Fort  Lauderdale,  FL  33316. 

Telephone  (305)  463-3385. 


LONDON,  UK.  Largest  gay  hotel:  The  Philbeach,  30 
Philbeach  Gardens,  Earlscourt  SW5.  Close  to  clubs, 
bars.  Groups  welcome.  Discount  available  373-1244. 
PENSION  SAN  FRANCISCO  (Hotel).  $18-30  a 
night.  Clean,  quiet,  central.  1668  Market  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94102.  (415)  864-1271. 


Homes 


Southern  Ontario 


RESPONSIBLE  28  year  old  male  has  a  large  two-bed- 
room apartment  to  share  with  same.  London  .Phone: 
473-4796. 


Toronto 


GAY  MALE,  40s,  needs  accommodation  to  share  or 
find  and  share.  Prefer  assertive,  positive,  non- 
smoker.  Call  between  5  pm-7  pm  weekdays  or  any- 

time  weekends.  925-9289. 

THELEMITE  seeks  four  others  interested  in  renting 


GET  INTO  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS 


Welcome  to  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS  —  gay  people  out  to  meet  other  gay  people, 
right  across  Canada  and  beyond  our  borders  too. 
COST?  Just  25c  per  word,  minimum  charge  $5.00. 

SA  VE  IF  YOU  SUBSCRIBE!  Body  Politic  subscribers:  you  can  deduct  $1. 00 
from  the  cost  of  your  ad  if  you  enclose  your  address  label. 

Business  ads  cost  more:  75$  per  word,  minimum  charge  $15.00,  or  call 
977-6320  tor  reasonable  display  rates. 

CONDITIONS?  All  ads  should  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or 
charge  card,  and  mailed  to  arrive  before  deadline  advertised.  Late  ads  will  be 
held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless  you  instruct  otherwise. 

We  cannot  accept  ads  over  the  telephone. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  print  your  address  or  phone  number,  you  can  request  a 
drawer  number.  We  will  forward  replies  to  you  every  Thursday  in  a  plain 
envelope.  This  service  costs  $2.50  per  ad  per  issue. 

Replies  to  your  drawer  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 

Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  or  both  parties  are  under  21,  or  if  more  than  two 
people  are  involved,  regardless  of  their  ages.  Word  your  ad  accordingly.  We 
reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Remember,  too,  when  you  get  your  message  into  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS,  you're 
reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it's  smart  to  be  positive  about 
yourself  rather  than  insulting  to  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no 
blacks, "  or '  'no  fats  or  ferns. ' ' 


Postage  here 


Drawer 


TBP/CLASSIFIEDS 
P  0  Box  7289.  Sin  A 
Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X9 


ANSWERING  AN  AD?  No  charge  - 
just  put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and 
address  it  as  in  the  diagram.  Be  sure 
the  drawer  number  is  on  the  outside  of 
the  envelope.  Office  staff  do  not  open 
any  mail  addressed  to  a  drawer. 

So:  get  in  touch  with  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS.  Write  one  word  per  box.  The 
amount  in  the  box  when  you  finish  is  the  basic  cost  of  your  ad.  And  what's  a 
word7  "A"  is  a  word  —  but  so  is  ' 'phantasmagorical. ' '  Height  and  weight 
references  are  one  word.  A  phone  number  is  one  word,  as  are  postal  codes  and 
apartment  numbers.  A  street  address  is  one  word  if  it  consists  of  number  and 
name  only  —  adding  east,  west,  north  or  south  makes  it  two  words. 

Mail  your  ad  along  with  your  payment  to  us  at:  TBP/CLASSIFIEDS.  Box 
7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 
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Cost  ot  ad(  )  times  number  (  )  ot  runs 

Drawer  number  required  ($2  50  per  ad  per  issue) 
Subscriber''  Enclose  address  label  and  deduct  St  00 


I  would  like  to  subscribe  now 
and  still  deduct  St  00'  (Check  one  at 
right,  add  subscription  cost,  and 
deduct  S  t  on  line  above  ) 


Canada  First  Class 
Canadian  Regular 
International  First  Class 
International  Regular 


$ 

$ 

-$ 

S20  00 
StOOO 
$25  00 
$12  50 


TOTAL 


DEADLINE  FOR  THE  OCTOBER  ISSUE:  5PM,  FRIDAY,  SEPT  11 


NAMt 


AWW.s.s 


city 


PR0VIH    I 


Cheque/money  order  enclosed 
Charge  my     Visa      Mastercharge 


COOL 


Card  number 
tipirydate 
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Montreal 


THE 

HOTEL 
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SAUNA   T.  V.- SHOWERS 

*  1070  Mac  Kay  St  MontrealPQ  hx.  Mil 
514  878  9393 


Canada 


ftirFCRCNCC 


LAU6ERGE 


SAUNA  TELE.-  DOUCHES 

1070  Rue  MacKay^Mootreal  PQ«JC  jmi 
514   878  9393 


ADULT  LIVING 


MINUTES  FROM 

DOWNTOWN  TORONTO 

AT  AFFORDABLE  PRICES 


~$36,40a 


INTRODUCTORY 
PRICES 

LIMITED  TIME 
ONLY 


CONVENIENT!  Close  to  shopping 
transportation,  parkland  and  only 
15  minutes  to  downtown  Toronto 

MODERN  KITCHEN 

features  three  appliances  Roomy 
refrigerator  new  range  and  a  washer 
spin  dryer  —  all  conveniently  located 

YOUR  CHOICE  OF  carpets 
interior  wall  colors,  kitcnen  cupboards 
and  counter1  tops 

RELAX!  A  20"  x  40"  outdoor  swimming 
pool,  men  s  and  women's  saunas 
snowerv  exercise  gymnasium,  tennis 
court,  party  room  and  a  barbecue  pit 
provide  y««r  -  round  enjoyment 
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PLUS  indoor  parking  in  three  level 
indoor  garage  Car  wash  and 

maintenance  area 

NO  maintenance  or  properly  taxes 
until  April  30.  1982 

COME  AND  VISIT' 
Model  suites  are  open  Monday  to 
Friday  trom  12  pm  to  8  p  m 
Weekends  from  1 1  a  m  to  6  p  m 


BLACKTHORN  MANOR 

S41  Blackthorn  An 
Tetepnone:  K3-23M 


AT 

THE  SELBY 

592  SHERB0URNE 

TORONTO,  ONT. 


Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

CAV 
fflATEf 


Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


THE  ALBANY 
TAVERN 

Toronto's  latest 

and  greatest! 

12  noon- 1  a.m. 
Mon.Sat. 


158  King  St.  East 

(just  east  of  Jarvis) 

Toronto 

364-1756 


Does  it  pay  for  a  U.S.  company  to 
advertise  in  The  Body  Politic? 

My  best  offer  HALF-PRICE! 
PIX 

(3x4"  to  5x8"  b&w  closeups)  of  high 
school  SWIMMERS  (in  swimsuits)  or 
WRESTLERS  (wrestling)  —  25/$5! 
Order  today!  Satisfaction  guaranteed! 

CLOSEOUT:  assorted  athletic  pix  —  50/$5! 

Lee  Wiegert  Jr. 

30327  Rhone  Drive  (BP) 

Rancho  Palos  Verdes,  California 

90274 

U.S.A. 

Prices  are  U.S.  dollars  —  please  send 
payment  in  the  form  of  a  money-order 
payable  in  U.S.  dollars.  Prices  include 
airmail  postage  and  handling.) 


18  EAST 

Hotel  and  tavern 
presents 

The  2nd  Annual 

CAN-AM  WEEKEND 

Sept  18-19-20 

Toronto 


•Includes  the  Mr  18  East  Contest* 

Brochures  available  at  18  East 
18  Eastern  Avenue,  Toronto 
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a  house  in  Yorkville  area.  Must  be  keen,  intelligent, 
deeply  committed  to  Aleister  Crowley.  House  to  be- 
come the  Headquarters  of  the  OTO  in  Ontario. 

Drawer  CS09. 

SHARED  ACCOMMODATION  College  /Clinton. 
Own  room  —  share  remainder  of  apartment.  Ap- 
proximately  S200/month.  Phone  Gord:  531-7913. 
RESPONSIBLE  28-year-old  male  wishes  to  find  and 
share  with  same.   2-bedroom  apartment  in  West 

Mississauga.  Phone:  822-7341. 

LARGE  3-STOREY  HOUSE  to  share  in  Broad- 
view/Gerrard  area.  Third  floor  includes  own 
bedroom,  sitting  room  and  bathroom  plus  use  rest  of 
house.  Available  September   1.  $390/month.  Call 

Stan:  461-2262. 

ROOM  FOR  RENT  in  large,  quiet,  comfortable  flat 
near  University.  Looking  for  mature  person  to  share 
living  space  (nothing  else)  who  has  progressive 
outlook  and  interest  in  crafts  and  personal  growth. 
921-6947. 

COXWELL  SUBWAY  home  to  share  ($185/month) 
and  bachelor  apartment  ($225 /month)  to  rent.  Quiet, 
responsible,  non-smokers  only.  Parking,  laundry, 

garden.  Chris:  699-3683. 

GAY  MALE  seeks  to  share  own  home  with  one  or  two 
other  people.  Second  floor  could  be  rented  as  large 
one-bedroom.  Riverdale  area,  good  TTC  connec- 
tions. 469-2738  evenings. 


Letters 


ENGLISH  GUY,  30,  vacationing/job  hunting,  Sep- 
tember wishes  correspondence  male/ female,  Cal- 
gary/Vancouver. Interested  theatre,  cinema,  music, 
outdoor  sports,  etc.  Several  years  unqualified  ac- 
countant Europe/ Middle  East,  currently  qualified 
legal  cashier /office  manager  for  respected  London 
legal  firm.  CV/ references  available.  Can  start 
January  1982.  Write  Steve,  Drawer  C459. 


Reading 


postal  poems  crow  ink  inc  box  1384  boston  ma  02104 
usa. 


Work 


CLEANING  PERSON  wanted  for  one  day  every  se- 
cond week.  Send  references  to  Drawer  C507. 


Prisoners 


A  NOTE  TO  PRISONERS  who  wish  to  have  pen-pals 
—  Metropolitan  Community  Church  is  offering  a 
pen-pal  service  to  men  and  women  prisoners  through 
the  church's  prison  ministry.  The  address  is  Prison 
Ministry,  730  Bathurst  St,  Toronto  ON  M5S  2R4. 

I'VE  BEEN  IN  HERE  for  three  and  a  half  years  and 
would  sure  like  to  find  someone  who  would  care 
enough  to  correspond.  I  can't  do  it  alone,  and  need 
someone  to  help  the  sun  come  up  while  I'm  in  here. 
I'm  a  6'2",  185  lbs,  blond-haired  and  blue-eyed 
bodybuilder  with  a  48"  chest,  18"  arms  and  a  32" 
waist.  Do  write  me  soon  —  I  need  you.  Write:  Glen 
Blake,  No  108789,  PO  Box  97  Oklahoma  State  Pris- 

on,  McAlester,  Oklahoma  74501. 

I  AM  A  PRISONER  due  to  be  released  soon  after  do- 
ing eight  and  a  half  years.  I  am  in  need  of  assistance 
from  someone  who  can  provide  me  with  a  good  start. 
Please  contact  me  at  the  following  address.  Will 
answer  all.  Robert  Crooms,  No  146-796.  PO  Box 

45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio  45699. 

I  AM  presently  confined  in  the  State  Prison  in 
Lucasville,  Ohio.  I  am  interested  in  making  contact 
with  other  gay  persons.  I  am  29  years  old,  6'0",  and 
196  lbs.  My  hobbies  are  reading,  writing  and  weight 
lifting.  Please  write:  Douglas  Franklin,  No  151-953, 
PO  Box  45699  Meneford  Rd,  Lucasville,  Ohio  45699. 
WHAT  MOTIVATES  ME  to  write  this  letter?  I  am 
reaching  out  for  help.  My  name  is  Frederick  Paul 
Luckett.  Mynick-nameisLucky.  I'm  26  years  of  age, 
light  brown  complexion,  153  lbs,  5*  10",  black  hair, 
brown  eyes,  medium  build.  I  am  a  professional  cos- 
metologist/stylist and  a  model.  I'm  seeking  someone 
who  will  stick  by  my  side  no  matter  what.  Please  write 
me  (No  756-525)  at:  PO  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio, 
45699. 


LOCKER  ROOM  •  BANG 
RUSH  •  HARDWARE 

$4  EACH  (5  for  $15) 

WE  WILL  NOT  BE  UNDERSOLD 

RLS  Management 

66  Gerrard  Street  East 
Toronto,  ON  M5B  1G5 

Ontario  residents  add  5%  sales  tax 
Wholesale  inquiries  invited 

(416)977-4718 


Services 


Toronto 


OPENLY  GAY  PSYCHOTHERAPIST.  Individu- 
al/Couple Counselling.  Also  sexual  dysfunction 
counselling.  Confidence  guaranteed.  Eugene  Allen 

Schoentag,  524  Bathurst  St.  967-0272. 

EXISTENTIALIST/HUMANIST  psychotherapist. 
Do  both  long-term  insight  work  and  short  crisis  in- 
tervention. Strong  focus  on  authenticity.  Bonnie: 
536-4120. 


Catering  Service 

An  intimate  dinner?  A  chic  little  party  for  50? 
Let  us  do  it  for  you.  Food,  beverage,  flowers, 

candles,  music  and  much  more. 

Let  us  make  it  perfect  for  you. 

Call  Laurence  Laffin,  961-6276 


SPEAK  EFFECTIVELY 

WITH  CONFIDENCE,  ASSERTIVENESS 

AND  CLARITY 

Private  tuition.  For  Executives,  Lawyers, 
Salespeople,  and  the  Indistinct  Dialects 

STEPHEN  LITCHEN  ASSOCIATES 
Toronto  •  922-2996 


House  and  apartment  cleaning 

We  clean  floors,  windows,  rugs,  drapes,  and  do 

all  your  housework  when  you  want  us  to. 

We  deliver  more  than  a  lick  and  a  promise. 

Call  Laurence  Laffin,  961-6276 


THE 

BACK 

DOOR 

GYM  &  SAUNA 

MONDAY,  LOCKER  $2 
TUESDAY,  ROOM  $4, 
LOCKER $2 
3:30—11:30 

12  112  Elm  St  (laneway) 
West  of  Yonge,  2  blocks 
south  of  Gerrard,  Toronto 
(416)  977-5997 


Messages 


MAN /BOY  LOVE  ASSOCIATION.  Educational, 
legal,  political  support  group  for  adult-youth  rela- 
tionships. For  information  wrfte:  NAMBLA,  Box 

174-K,  New  York,  NY  10018  USA. 

CHRISTOPHER:  While  I  understand,  it  has  been 
painfully  difficult  to  accept.  Words  cannot  express 
how  much  I  miss  you.  I  will  always  love  you.  I  respect 
your  privacy.  I  can  only  hope  that  our  parting  won't 
be  forever.  How  I  long  to  see  you  again.  You  are  truly 
unique.  If  you  need  me,  you  have  my  phone  number 
or  you  can  find  me  at  the  usual  place.  Love,  John. 


Other 


MOUTHY  OR  MUTE?  Either  way,  either  gender, 
GAYSPEAK  needs  you,  you  need  GAYSPEAK. 
New  group  provides  practical  experience  in  "speak- 
ing out."  Face  debates,  interviews,  rallies, 
demonstrations  with  GAYSPEAK  confidence.  For 

details,  send  SAS  envelope  to  Drawer  C304. 

AMOS  (iaslern  &  Orthodox  Christians).   Finally  I 
Social,  religious  support,  folk  crafts  &  fun  for  ALL  us 
"eastern  ethnics  "  loin  our  family!  Drawer  C39l. 
GAY-LESBIAN  SHAMANISM   (parapsychology, 
Wicca,  etc).  Interested  persons  contact  Drawer  C457. 

t.KOI   l*OI    [ORON'IOwinclovcismccliiiyiiioiith 
ly  in  homes  of  members  has  vacancies  for  men  willing 

to  take  turn  as  hosts.  Drawer  C480. 

WRESTLERS!  Club  covering  Canada— USA  —  400 
member".  —  pholo  maga/inc,  newsletters,  info,  MOT 
pie  $3.00:  NYWC,  59  Weil  10th  St,  New  York,  NY 

10011.  USA. 

SI  KA  I  I  OKI)  I'INAIOKI   casl  who  visited  antique 

market  Sundays,  oi  others  interested  in  theatre  Bits, 

Send  photo/phone  number  to  Drawer  ('500. 

ARE  YOU  OVER  40?  Interested  in  wrestling,  icllnj 

oui  kinky  fantasies,  exotic  costumes?  w  h)  noi  write 

aiul  find  mil  m.. i.  '  Drawci  <  508  

INV1  si  i  earn  iboul  the  sunk  market  in  u  in 
vestment  dub  ol  ami  foi  beginners.  You  don'i  need  s 
loi  ol  money  to  |om   I  mined  membership   Drawn 

(  Ml 


HOTEL  AND  TAVERN 

Daily,  noon  to  1  a.m. 

Toronto's  first  all-gay 

hotel  and  tavern  —  a  complete 

overnite  vacation  complex: 

•clean  rooms,  singles 
and  doubles 

•dining  room,  TV  lounge 

•daily  maid  service 

•ample  parking 

•outdoor  beer  garden 

•Toronto's  finest 
leather/denimbar 


Rates:  $18  per  room  per  night 
Weekly  and  monthly  rates 
available 

Your  hosts: 
Dave  and  George 

18  Eastern  Avenue 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  1H5 

(416)368-4040 

100%  gay-owned  and  operated 


PACKAGES  TO: 

•  KEY  WEST 

•  FT.  LAUDERDALE 

•  SAN  JUAN 

•  SAN  FRANCISCO 

•  PROVINCETOWN 

•  AMSTERDAM 

469  CHURCH  ST,  TORONTO 
961-8861 


FOR  FULL  BODY 


en  me  sia-cup 


For  freshly  roasted  coffee  beans 

and  a  fine  selection  of 

loose  and  bagged  teas 

visit 

%cas  Coffee  cnibTcos 

467  CHURCH.  TORONTO 

960-/26/ 


YOU'RE  ON  THE  RIGHT  TRACK 

WITH 

"GOOD  TIMES 
COMING'* 

The  Definitive  Gay  Travel  Guide 
For  Canada  ,  America  and  Puerto  Rico 

Unique  Because  It's  Loose-Leaf 
Listings  Are  Updated  Regularly 


Accomodations,  Bars, 
Baths,  Bookstores, 
Cinemas,  Discos,  Private 
Clubs,  Restaurants, 
Taverns,  Women's  Places 
and  Much  More! 


$9.00 


^tf^W 


S9.00  U.S.  Funds     Includes  postage  and  handling 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed  or  Money  Refunded! 

J  &  J  PUBLISHERS  2318-2nd  Avenue.  No  50 

Dept.  TBP 
Seattle,  WA  98121 
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FINE  DESIGN  A\ 
COMPETITIVE  PRICES 


LIFESTYLE  KITCHENS  WITH  EUROPEAN  DESIGN  PRODUCTS 
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solid  brass  faucets 
in  1 7  different  colours 

coloured  stainless 
&  brass  round  sinks 


scuiiery  sinks  & 
stainless  steel 
countertops 


functional  pull-out 
interiors 


A. 


custom  kitchen  tables 
in  wood  &  solid  colours 


Scandinavian  lamps 


Marimekko,  Laura  Ashley 
designer  wallpapers  and 
fabrics 


countertops  in  marble, 
butcherblock,  tiles 
arborite,  formica 


OUR  DESIGN  SERVICE  INCLUDES  CO-ORDINATING  THESE  AND  MANY  OTHER  ACCESSORIES! 
COME  AND  SEE  US  FOR  NEW  IDEAS  FOR  YOUR  KITCHEN,  BATHROOM  AND  MORE! 

Our  downtown  showroom  (Yonge  &  Summerhill)  offers  plenty  of  parking 

HOURS:       Mon.  to  Fri.       9-5 
Thurs.  9-9 

Sat.  10-4 


SG1NKIT    DESIGN    CENTRE 


(416)  968-1146 


19  Birch  Ave..   Toronto,    Canada    M4L/  1E1 
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TORONTO? 

Then  The  Body  Politic 

is  right  where  you  are.  Check 

the  list  below  for  the  location 

of  the  outlet  nearest  you, 

and  get  your  copy  of  TBP 

hot  off  the  press. 


Downtown 

Glad  Day  Bookshop,  648A  Yonge 

David  Beard's  Bookshop,  730  Yonge 

International  News,  663  Yonge 

Longhouse  Books,  630  Yonge 

Queen  of  Hearts,  599C  Yonge 

Galaxy  Books,  329  Yonge 
Phantasy  Books,  329  1/2  Yonge 

Topper  Books,  289  Yonge 

Times  Square  Books,  369  Yonge 

A&S  Smoke  and  Gift,  273  College 

Roman  II  Health  Spa,  742  Bay 

Min-A-Mart,  557  Church 

Atalanta  Variety,  368  Church 

Parliament  Smoke  and  Gift, 

609  Parliament 

Fairway  Variety,  520  Parliament 

Vegas  Books,  439  Parliament 

The  Manatee,  11  Si  Joseph 

The  Back  Door  Gym,  12  1/2  Elm 

XOX  Postcard  Store,  140  Baldwin 

Edwards  Books  and  Art,  356  Queen  W 

Pages  Book  Store,  256  Queen  W 

This  Ain  't  the  Rosedale  Library, 

1 15  Queen  E 

Lichtman  's  News,  34  Adelaide  W 

WH  Smith,  TD  Centre,  King  and  Bay 

18  East,  18  Eastern  Ave 

The  Annex 

Book  Cellar,  142  Yorkville 

Lovecraft,  63  Yorkville 

McPherson  Discount,  214  Macpherson 

Avenue  Road  Cigar  Store, 

136  Avenue  Rd 

West 

University  Bookroom,  UofT  Campus 

Toronto  Women's  Book  Store, 

85  Harbord 

Bob  Miller  Book  Room,  180  Bloor  W 

SCM  Book  Room,  333  Bloor  W 

Other  Books,  483  Bloor  W 

Book  City,  501  Bloor  W 

Bloor  Discount  Variety,  610  Bloor  W 

East 

Cambridge  Tuck  Shop 
50  Cambridge 

North 

W  H  Smith,  Hudson's  Bay  Centre, 
Bloor  &  Yonge 

Rosedale  Smoke  &  Gift  Shop, 
1 1 18  Yonge 

Lichtman 's  News,  1430  Yonge 

Book  Cellar,  1560  Yonge 

The  Book  Nook,  2481  Yonge 

Northeast 

Nu- Claire's  Cigar  Store,  1636  Bay  view 
Thorncliffe  News  Stand,  45  Overlea 

Suburban  West 

Insight  Books,  Sheridan  Mall, 

Mississauga 

Weber  Books,  82  Bronte,  Oakville 

Veronica's  Variety,  14  Nelson  W, 
Brampton 
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In  our  February  1981  issue,  we  asked 
TBP's  reaoers  to  make  a  few  confessions 
about  themselves,  the  way  they  lived  and 
how  they  felt  about  this  magazine.  More 
than  500  people  answered,  and  we've  been 
reading  away  (mostly  great  fun)  and  tabu- 
lating categories  of  answers  (tedious  if  en- 
lightening) ever  since. 

We  have  so  much  information  that 
we've  decided  to  publish  it  in  three  parts. 
The  first,  packed  densely  onto  this  page, 
reports  answers  to  many  of  the  demo- 
graphic questions,  and  gives  us  a  better 
picture  of  who  TBP's  readers  are.  Future 
reports  will  focus  on  opinions  of  The  Body 
Politic  as  it  is  (or  was  seven  months  ago) 
and  on  suggestions  for  changes  to  the  mag- 
azine —  which  we  on  the  collective  will  also 
have  comments  about. 

SEX 

Women  accounted  for  10.6%  of  the  responses  to 
"True  Confessions,"  and  men  89.4%.  Women 
were  most  highly  represented  in  the  Prairies 
(15%)  and  British  Columbia  (13.5%),  while 
none  answered  from  overseas. 

How  representative  are  these  figures?  We 
can't  tell:  of  those  whose  sex  we  can  identify  on 
our  subscription  list,  8%  are  female,  but  we 
can 't  measure  the  percentages  of  men  and  wom- 
en who  buy  TBP  on  newsstands. 


AGE 

18  or  younger 

19  to  29 
30  to  39 
40  to  49 
50  or  older 
No  answer 


In  total,  almost  85%  of  the  respondents  were  be- 
tween 19  and  39  years  ol  age.  We  have  no  way  of 
knowing  how  representative  this  is  of  the  total 
readership,  but  it  is  interesting  to  compare  these 
results  with  the  ages  of  the  5,291  lesbians  and 
gay  men  who  answered  Karla  Jay  and  Allen 
Young 's  surveys  for  The  Gay  Report  80%  fell  into 
the  19  to  39  bracket. 

SEXUAL  PREFERENCE 

As  expected,  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
TBP's  readers  are  gay  men  and  lesbians.  Four 
of  the  53  women  and  two  of  the  449  men  who 
answered  said  they  were  straight ,  and  1 4  of  the 
men  characterized  themselves  as  "bisexual"  or 
"open  "  (One  asked  "This  weekend?") 

Our  question  on  sexual  orientation  was  made 
open-ended  to  see  which  words  people  would  use 
to  describe  themselves.  By  far,  most  of  the 
women  said  "lesbian";  one  answered 
"homosexual,"  three  listed  "women"  or 
"female"  and  four  used  "gay." 

Nearly  60%  of  the  men  said  "gay"  —  some 
with  considerable  enthusiasm:  "Gay  (A 
proud),"  "Gay!  Gay!  Gay!"  Five  men 
specified  "100%  gay";  one  outdid  them: 
"150%  gay."  The  next  largest  group  (14%) 
said  "homo"  or  "homosexual"  (one  of  these 
was  "200%  homosexual"),  while  almost  as 
many  simply  specified  "men"  or  "male." 
There  were  two  "homophiles,"  six  "faggots," 
one  "fairy"  and  two  "faeries." 

A  small  number  of  people  expressed  wonder 
that  we  asked  the  question  at  all  ("What!?"), 
others  had  fun  with  it  ("Bambiscxually  anibi 
dextrously  queer  with  oral  deviations" )  or  used  it 
to  get  more  specific  ("Greek  passive,"  "Men 


Men 

Women 

0.2% 

0% 

39% 

52% 

40% 

37% 

14% 

5.5% 

6% 

5.5% 

0.7% 

0% 

over  60,"  and  six  who  indicated  a  preference 
for  young  men  or  boys).  One  got  very  specific 
indeed:  "He's  asleep  on  the  couch  and  his  little 
butt  is  sticking  out  from  under  the  covers." 


EDUCATION 


Questionnaires  which  people  respond  to  volun- 
tarily (as  opposed  to  surveys  in  which  specific 
people  are  selected  by  the  questioner  as  a  repre- 
sentative sample)  may  tend  to  overrepresent  the 
highly  educated,  who  might  be  more  likely  to  res- 
pond. We  can't  say  if  this  self-selection  might 
have  had  an  effect  on  the  information  we  re- 
ceived, but  it's  clear  that  those  who  answered  are 
a  remarkably  well-educated  group  of  people. 
Eighty-three  percent  of  the  women  and  81  %  of 
the  men  have  at  least  some  university  education ; 
26%  of  the  women  and  37%  of  the  men  have 
postgraduate  degrees.  Only  3.5%  have  not  fin- 
ished high  school. 

Karla  Jay  and  Allen  Young's  The  Gay  Report 
showed  a  similar  picture:  92%  of  the  women  and 
89%  of  the  men  had  been  to  college  or  university; 
26%  of  both  groups  had  postgraduate  degrees 
and  fewer  than  3%  hadn't  finished  high  school. 

WORK  AND  MONEY 

Certain  fields  of  employment  were  strongly 
represented.  Of  the  502  people  who  answered, 
115  were  involved  in  education,  60  as  teachers 
at  every  level  from  grade  school  to  university, 
and  55  as  students.  An  additional  14  were  li- 
brarians. Forty-six  people  worked  in  health  or 
social  service  jobs,  as  social  workers,  counsel- 
lors, rehabilitation  therapists  and  childcare 
workers.  Counted  among  this  group  were  a 
psychiatrist,  a  dentist,  seven  doctors  (one  a 
woman)  and  eight  nurses  (all  men). 

The  arts  and  the  media  occupied  70  people: 
writers,  editors,  journalists,  actors,  communi- 
cations consultants  and  arts  administrators. 

Twenty  people  held  scientific  or  technical 
positions,  among  them  laboratory  technicians, 
engineers  (two  in  acoustics),  two  architects  and 
one  physicist. 

Ninety-five  people  worked  in  the  business 
world,  22  in  office  or  clerical  jobs,  1 9  in  compu- 
ter operations.  Twenty-three  held  manage- 
ment-level positions  or  worked  in  advertising 
or  marketing.  Thirteen  were  involved  in  retail 
trades  and  three  owned  their  own  businesses. 

Twenty-one  worked  for  the  civil  service  or  in 
other  formsof  public  administration.  Another 
five  were  lawyers. 

Three  people  worked  as  farmers  growing 
food,  and  another  fifteen  —  cooks,  chefs  and 
waiters  —  served  it  in  restaurants.  Ten  worked 
for  the  post  office;  others  installed  telephones, 
drove  streetcars  and  built  cabinets.  Ten  were 
unemployed,  six  were  retired,  one  was  a  Cath- 
olic priest,  one  a  cop,  and  one  very  lucky  wom- 
an was  "mistress  to  a  lesbian." 

AVERAGE  ANNUAL  INCOME 

Men  Women 


Toronto 

$21,940 

$11,000 

Montreal 

20.473 

14.000 

Vancouver 

20.192 

18.250 

Other  parts  of  Canada 

19.971 

14.786 

United  States' 

20.781 

12.075 

While  the  figures  tor  average  income  for  men  dif- 
fered little  from  place  to  place,  the  distribution  ol 
income  showed  more  variation  In  Toronto,  tor  in- 
stance, there  were  more  men  at  both  the  high  and 
low  ends  of  the  scale  than  in  the  rest  ol  Canada 

Income  distribution  tor  women  was  much  more 
uneven,  and  not  even  the  highest  figure,  tor  Van- 
couver, matches  the  lowest  tor  the  men 

'US  Midi  avenges  ol$ir.6ll  (men)  andit0.?33  (won" 
converted  lo  Canadian  dollars  at  a  tale  ol  t  18  Cunency  convei 
sions  lot  overseas  readers  incomes  were  not  calculated 


LIVING  SITUATION 

Most  respondents  lived  in  or  near  large  urban 
centres  (82%  of  the  women  and  88%  of  the  men 
in  cities  of  more  than  50,000  people);  of  these, 
about  16%  lived  in  the  suburbs.  Thirteen  percent 
were  from  smaller  cities  or  towns,  or  rural  areas. 

As  might  be  expected,  people  living  in  larger 
places  tended  to  have  more  gay  friends,  but  even 
those  outside  big  cities  didn't  seem  to  be  isolated 
from  other  lesbians  or  gay  men .  Half  of  all  urban 
men  and  60%  of  urban  women  said  that  more 
than  three-quarters  of  their  close  friends  were 
other  lesbians  or  gay  men;  21  %  of  the  men  and 
43%  of  the  women  in  rural  areas  and  smaller 
centres  could  say  the  same  thing.  Of  those  citing 
the  fewest  gay  friends,  people  living  in  the  sub- 
urbs ranked  highest:  25%  of  suburban  lesbians 
and  30%  of  the  men  said  that  other  gay  people 
make  up  less  than  a  quarter  of  their  friends.  Of 
the  total  of  502  respondents,  17  had  no  close  gay 
friends. 

Among  those  who  answered,  gay  men  were 
more  likely  to  live  alone  than  lesbians  (47%  to 
37%),  but  they  were  also  more  likely  to  live  with 
a  group  of  people  (25%  to  19%).  More  lesbians 
lived  with  a  lover  only  (35  %  to  1 9%  for  the  men). 
On  average,  7%  of  the  respondents  lived  with 
their  parents;  for  those  living  in  the  suburbs,  the 
figure  was  20% . 

Three  of  the  of  the  women  who  responded 
were  married,  one  with  children;  no  others  had 
any  history  of  heterosexual  marriage.  The  per- 
centage among  men  was  nearly  twice  as  high :  17 
were  married  to  women  (nine  with  children)  and 
another  28  were  separated  or  divorced  (19  with 
children).  In  all,  6%  of  the  men  were  parents. 

In  The  Gay  Report,  1 8%  of  the  women  and 
13%  of  the  men  had  children. 

RELIGION  AND  POLITICS 

The  question  asking  "What  is  your  religion?" 
was  left  open-ended  because  we  were  more  in- 
terested in  gauging  attitudes  toward  religion 
than  in  getting  percentages  for  different  creeds. 
In  tabulating  the  responses,  we  distinguished 
between  answers  that  showed  hostility  to  or- 
ganized religion,  those  showing  indifference  or 
a  lapsed  adherence  and  those  which  simply 
gave  a  traditional  Western  affiliation  with  no 
other  comment. 

Sex  and  geography  greatly  affected  the  res- 
ponses: 42%  of  Toronto  men  simply  listed  a 
traditional  religion  while  10%  gave  hostile  ans- 
wers. In  the  same  city,  only  25%  of  the  women 
named  a  traditional  affiliation,  and  their  hos- 
tile answers  were  twice  as  high.  Men  in  Vancou- 
ver, Montreal  and  the  US  responded  almost  ex- 
actly as  theToronto  women  did.  The  answers  of 
people  of  both  sexes  in  other  parts  of  Canada 
came  closer  to  those  of  the  Toronto  men.  The 
only  significant  gathering  of  non-traditional 
(Wicca,  Goddess-worship,  etc)  or  non-Western 
answers  came  from  the  United  States,  where 
they  made  up  about  10%  of  the  total. 


MEMBERSHIP  IN 

GAY/LESBIAN  GROUPS 

Men 

Women 

Toronto 

42% 

38% 

Montreal  &  Vancouver 

49% 

38% 

Other  places  in  Canada 

57% 

69% 

United  States 

75% 

83% 

Overseas 

71% 

— 

In  their  answers  to  Question  J 18  ("Do  you 
generally  vote  for  the  same  political  party?  If 
so,  which  one?"),  TBP  readers  showed  them- 
selves to  be  farther  left  on  the  political  spec- 
trum than  the  general  population  —  but  not  as 
far  left  in  Canada  as  in  the  US  or  overseas. 

Among  Canadian  readers,  45%  consistently 
vote  for  the  New  Democratic  Party  —  though 
mot.  than  a  quarter  of  these  (and  more  than 
half  in  Toronto)  expressed  reservations  about 
the  NDP  after  its  failure  to  push  gay  rights  in 
the  last  Ontario  election.  Thirteen  percent 
regularly  vote  liberal,  and  7%  Conservative. 
Tory  and  Liberal  support  was  lower  in  Van 
couver  and  Mont  real  than  in  Toronto  or  the  test 
of  Canada.  Two  percent  supported  smaller  par- 
ties of  the  left.  More  than  30%  said  they  did  not 
consistently  vote  for  the  same  party. 

An  even  higher  percentage  of  I  IS  residents  — 
37%  —  refused  to  commit  themselves  to  one 
party.  Of  those  who  did,  only  two  chose  the 

Republicans.  Forty-two  percent  ol  tU  US  res- 
pondents said  they  regularly  voted  Democrat 
ic;  11%  named  parties  ot  the  left   Overseas 
readers  consistently  named  I  abour,  I  iberal 

(UK)  or  left  patties 

I  he  figures  lot  religion,  political  affiliation 
and  gay  group  membership  could  be  taken  to 

mean  that  ga)   people  in  (  an.ul.i  (espectallv 


WHERE  ANSWERS  CAME  FROM 


CANADA 

342 

40 

76.0% 

ATLANTIC  PROVINCES 

17 

2 

3.7% 

Halifax 

5 

1 

Other  Nova  Scotia 

4 

0 

New  Brunswick 

4 

1 

Newfoundland 

3 

0 

Prince  Edward  Island 

1 

0 

QUEBEC 

26 

1 

5.4% 

Montreal  &  vicinity 
Quebec  City 
Other  Quebec 

22 
3 
1 

1 

0 
0 

4.6% 

ONTARIO 

213 

23 

46.6% 

Toronto  &  vicinity 
Ottawa 

145 
17 

16 
2 

32  1% 

Windsor 

8 

0 

London 

6 

0 

Hamilton 

4 

2 

Thunder  Bay 

Sudbury 

Other  Southern  Ont 

5 

3 

19 

0 
0 
2 

Other  Northern  Ont 

6 

1 

THE  PRAIRIES 

34 

6 

8.0% 

Winnipeg 
Saskatoon 

11 
8 

1 
0 

Edmonton 

5 

3 

Calgary 
Other  Prairies 

6 
4 

0 
2 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

51 

8 

11.6% 

Vancouver  &  vicinity 

41 

7 

9.6% 

Victoria 

4 

0 

Other  BC 

6 

1 

YUK0N/NWT 

1 

0 

0.2% 

UNITED  STATES 

93 

13 

21.1% 

New  York  City 
San  Francisco 

17 

10 

2 
2 

3.8% 
2.4% 

Washington,  DC 
Boston 

6 
4 

0 
1 

Other  USA 

56 

8 

OVERSEAS 

14 

0 

2.8% 

United  Kingdom 
Australia 

8 
4 

0 
0 

Netherlands 

1 

0 

Denmark 

1 

0 

TOTALS  BY  SEX 

449 

53 

GRAND  TOTAL 

502 

As  compared  to  The  Body  Politic  s  sales  and 
subscription  figures,  the  distribution  of  responses 
represents  a  fairly  good  geographical  cross  sec- 
tion of  the  magazine's  audience  —  with  some  ex- 
ceptions. Canada,  with  two-thirds  of  the  actual 
readership,  accounts  for  just  over  three-quarters 
of  the  responses,  while  the  10%  of  our  readers 
who  live  outside  Canada  and  the  USA  are  repre- 
sented by  only  2.8%  of  the  questionnaires 
returned.  US  responses  come  close  to  the  actual 
readership  figure  of  23%,  and  returns  from  Tor- 
onto, Montreal,  New  York,  Boston  and  San  Fran- 
cisco are  within  a  point  or  two  of  matching  the  ac- 
tual share  of  TBP  readers  living  in  those  centres. 
Vancouver,  with  about  7%  of  our  readers, 
accounted  for  almost  10%  of  the  responses 

Just  over  half  of  the  respondents  are  subscri- 
bers, while  in  fact  almost  three-quarters  of  TBP  s 
readers  buy  the  magazine  at  bookstores,  news- 
stands or  their  local  gay  group  or  club. 

Most  ot  the  people  who  see  TBP.  however, 
neither  buy  nor  subscribe  —  they  read  a  copy  that 
belongs  to  someone  else  This  "pass-on  rate.'' 
based  on  answers  to  Question  A9  (  "How  many 
other  people  have  read  or  will  read  this  copy  of 
TBP7 '")  averages  3.5  (counting  the  initial  buyer). 

outside  Montreal  and  Vancouver)  are  more 
conservative  and  less  politically  active  than 
their  American  or  overseas  counterparts.  A 
more  considered  interpretation  is  that  where 
The  Body  Politic  is  one  among  many  possible 
sources  of  information  for  gay  people  —  as  in 
the  US,  UK  and  Australia  —  it  is  likely  to  find 
an  activist  audience  which  reads  it  for  its  politi- 
cal perspective    Where  it  is  most  thoroughly 

distributed  and  where  it  meets  needs  other  mag- 
azines can't,  /Wis  likely  to  reach  the  broadest 

audience  —  one  which  might  find  it  valuable 
for  news  ot  information  even  while  in  possible 
doubl  about  the  magazine's  "politics 

I  his  is  obviously  most  true  in  Toronto, 
where  one  wiitcr,  alter  identifying  himself  as  a 
member  of  the  local  I't  riding  association  and 
chiding  TBPtoi  its  "lei  tist  bias"  could  wind  up 

with  a  nourish:  "Good  luck'  keep  up  the  good 
work" 

i  umpltsd  bj  Hill  l  c«iv  Oreg  Bourgeois,  Rick 
Bebout,  Richard  MacDooald,  Paul  Murphy,  Ian 
i  unpbdl  snd  i  tone!  Morton,  imoo|  man)  others 
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